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Regina Bryan of the Cabrini Green Legal Aid Clinic gives advice to a job fair
participant.

COMMUNITY MALE EMPOWERMENT

PROGRAM BREAKS GROUND ON WHIPPLE

Ceremonial groundbreaking on 100 S. whipple with stakeholders and supporters of
Community Male Empowerment project. (Melvin, in insert photo)
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On Saturday November 18,
Strategic Human Services/ North
Lawndale Community News and the
Lawndale Christian Development
Corporation sponsored a community
job training resource fair.  The fair
provided those seeking employment
and career advancement many
opportunities to meet possible
employers or to be trained in specific
fields.

“We want to create a network of
economic development, so that we
can help each other move up this
ladder, because we are facing
gentrification,” said Isaac Lewis,
founding publisher and CEO of
Strategic Human Services.

 Turnout at the fair was excellent
as community members filled the
third floor of the old Sears building.
Those in attendance ranged from high
school students to elderly community
members all anxious to see what the
fair could offer them.

“Any job fairs I find out about I
try and go to because I need a job.  I
have a part time job but I need
something more permanent and with
benefits,” said Marsha Stanley.  “I’m
signing up for some computer

NLCN Sponsors Community Job Training Fair
State Representative Art Turner Keynote Speaker

Sophia Karalexis

classes.”  This was the case
with many of the older
members of the community as
well.

Today’s job market has a
high demand for people with
computers skills.  Many of
those in attendance took
advantage of the free
computer classes that were
being offered through the
Able Career Institute and
NLCN.

“I’m on a fixed income
and they only allow me to
make so much, making so
much is never enough,” said
Clifton Lee.   Being an older
member of the community
Lee was interested in catching
up with the computer
technology.

In addition to computer
training classes, more training in
specific fields was also available and
representatives were in attendance
offering their services.  One such
institution that provided specialized
training was Symbol.  Symbol offers
training on CNC machines
(computerized numerical controls) See Job page 7

Hundreds flocked to the
Chicago Architecture Foundation
(CAF), 224 S. Michigan Ave., from
Sept. 20 to Nov. 15 to have a close
look at an exhibit that is close to the
heart of North Lawndale residents.

The exhibit Learning from
North Lawndale showcased the
history of that West Side
community. By the same token, it
portrays the area by drawing
attention to its present condition and
its future.

Susan Ross of the Chicago
Architecture Foundation describes
Learning from North Lawndale as
an “intellectual [and] thought

CAF LEARNING FROM NORTH

LAWNDALE EXHIBIT ENDS
Hertz Clyde Dézir

provoking” exhibit.
The exhibit focused on 10

themes, including social
movements, industry, religion and
notable residents.  Those themes
were significant historical elements
in North Lawndale’s past. The
exhibit also featured more than 200
pictures that illustrate the history
of North Lawndale.

The social movements often
bring to mind the time when civil
rights’ leader Martin Luther King
Jr. lived in North Lawndale. The
world headquarters of Sears,
Roebuck and Company used to be

See CAF page 7

that are used in manufacturing.
“This is a very exclusive industry

and nobody can get inside of the
industry without experience” said
Aleksandr Levit.  Symbol’s classes are
small and provide hands on training

with the CNC machines that can cost
70-80 thousand dollars. Because of
this students gain the experience
needed and are placed with jobs before
the class is even completed making up

Aerial view down Ogden Ave. looking northeast across North Lawndale  2005
Photo courtesy of www.architecture.org (Real Estate Capital Institte)

On Wednesday, November 8th,
the Community Male Empowerment
Project broke ground on the 100
South block of Whipple Street. As
part of the City Lots for City Living
program, they are planning to
develop two unit buildings that will
be three stories. Two levels of the
building will be occupied by the
owner with about 1,491 square feet
of space and two baths.  A third
level will be a renter’s unit that will
be 739 square feet of living space
with one bath. Asking price for the
buildings will start at $265,000 and

are targeted at eligible buyers with
household earnings up to 120% of
the area median income.

“My target goal is to provide
at least 15 jobs,” said Melvin, one
of the Directors of the Community
Male Empowerment Project, when
asked about job production for the
community. “That’s where we want
to put the focus and efforts at in
the community so we can change
some lives,” says Melvin. He stated
he has an agreement with his
general contractor and sub-

See Grounbreaking page 9
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The primary focus for SHS/ NLCN during 2006 is Health,
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life.
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness,  especially
in an economic driven society. Welfare is unavoidable in
showing man’s humanity (love) toward man. All year long
NLCN will  focus on  articles related to health, education
and our welfare throughout our newspaper, weblog, and
website that serves the Westside of Chicago.

There is a great disparity in the health statistics in a
majority of our community areas. This announcement of
newsprint is too small to go into great detail, but some
resources that can help improve our health can be found in
The Sinai Health System’s Improving Community Health
Survey: “The State of Black Health Care” published as a
supplement in a special edition of the Philadelphia Tribune
and  the Chicago Tribune in November 2005, and information
on the “Natural Cures” website www.naturalcures.com.
NLCN articles and links refer to other resources that will go
into greater detail on health, education and welfare. The
“Natural Cures,” an interesting  new resource leads to solutions
that have been overlooked by mainstream medicine and some
corporations,  perhaps because of greed or closed mindedness.

Education can reduce and minimize high rates of
unemployment and underemployment, produce healthier
citizens, and reduce the dependency on traditional welfare.
The West Side is changing, but not always in favor of the
less fortunate who have lived here for years.

Throughout the year, we will connect North Lawndale
residents with resources in their areas. NLCN will continue
to provide news and information on people, issues, and events
that are relevant to our readers, as well as touch on the focus
of our previous years. Becoming an intelligent people we
can also participate and benefit in making our community a
model neighborhood. We hope by reading this community
newspaper,  you will  become or remain inspired to keep
moving foward to a better life.
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Health & Holidays

“American history is longer, larger, more various, more
beautiful, and more terrible than anything anyone has ever
said about it.” — James Baldwin

As we prepare to sit down with our families and friends in
the annual mission of engorging ourselves on the largest turkey
we can roast, I wonder if we actually understand the mythology
behind our quaint, ever-so-American tradition? After reading
the following, you may decide to simply make the last
Thursday in November a time for you to be grateful for all
the good things you have, and quietly ignore the longstanding
myths that have brainwashed us in countless history classes,
school plays, nationally broadcast Macy’s Parades, and of
course, that yucky Charlie Brown movie.

About that dinner: those settlers that history calls
“Pilgrims” did not eat turkey, but deer. Edward Winslow, one
of those settlers, wrote. “For three days, we entertained as
feasted, and [the Indians] went out and killed five deer, which
they brought to the plantation.” Deer meat, or venison, was
considered a delicacy. It was the flashy part of the meal,
because back in England, deer were on estates and people
would be arrested for poaching if they hunted them down.
Other foods that may have been on the menu: cod, bass, clams,
oysters, Indian corn, native berries and plums, all washed
down with water, beer made from corn and a drink
affectionately known as “strong water.” One thing that
definitely was not on the menu: lobster, which the settlers
mistook for large insects.

The first official “Day of Thanksgiving” was proclaimed
in 1637 by Governor Winthrop. He did so to celebrate the
safe return of people from the Massachusetts Bay Colony
who had gone to Mystic, Connecticut to participate in the
massacre of over 700 Pequot women, children, and men. 
About the only true thing in the whole mythology is that these
pitiful European strangers would not have survived their first
several years in “New England” were it not for the aid of
Wampanoag people. What Native people got in return for
this help was genocide, theft of their lands, and never-ending
repression. They were treated either as quaint relics from the
past or virtually invisible. But we know all this by now, don’t
we?

The Settlers at the first Thanksgiving called themselves

Saints, rather than Pilgrims, because they considered
themselves so blessed by Providence for barely surviving a
brutal winter in which nearly half of them died from disease,
suicide or simply went mad. Early Americans applied the term
“pilgrim” to all of the early colonists; it wasn’t until the
twentieth century that it was used to describe the folks who
“landed” at Plymouth Rock.

Speaking of Plymouth Rock, they did not actually land
there in 1620. Of course, as history tells us, the Separatists or
“Saints” did not first land at Plymouth, but at Cape Cod near
Provincetown in November 1620. It is extraordinarily unlikely
that the rock, now covered by a Greek-styled portico house,
was the rock on which the Mayflower pilgrims stepped. That
landing site, most historians agree, is miles away. The structure
houses, instead, a symbol so embedded in American legend
that the truth of the matter fades in comparison.

And, far from being the solemn, religious occasion we
learned about in school, it was instead a three day festival
that included heavy drinking, gambling, athletic games, and
even target shooting with English muskets — intended as a
“friendly” warning to the Indians that the Pilgrims were
prepared to defend themselves.

There was no historical evidence that the Pilgrims held a
similar feast the next year, or any year after that. No longer in
the mood, I suppose.

It often riles me how much hypocrisy is embedded in the
traditions we hold so dear. As Mahtowin Munro (Lakota) and
Moonanum James (Wampanoag) put it: “When the
descendants of the Aztec, Maya, and Inca flee to the U.S., the
descendants of the wash-ashore pilgrims refer to them as
“illegal aliens” and hunt them down.”

If the American Indian tribes had possessed as much
firepower as those early “pilgrims”, I wonder if we would be
celebrating Thanksgiving every year?

Malcolm X once said, “We did not land on Plymouth
Rock. Plymouth Rock landed on us.” Enjoy “your” holiday!

Sources: Lies My Teacher Told Me by James W. Loewen.
Uncle John’s Ultimate Bathroom Reader
Z Magazine, November 2006
William Goosby is a North Lawndale resident and writer.

To comment on this article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

THANKSGIVING MYTHS
William Goosby

Wellcare and the Lawndale Christian Health
center (LCHC) recently announced plans to offer
seniors free bus service on Fridays in November
and December to the Silver Sneakers fitness and
nutrition classes. During the class seniors will
work on all major and minor muscle groups,
strength, flexibility, muscular endurance, balance,
coordination, agility, speed and power.

The classes are part of Lawndale’s senior
health month that officially kicked off last
Wednesday at the Lawndale Christian Health
Center.  Wellcare Health Plans Inc, a
comprehensive health plan with a Medicare
contract, partnered with LCHC, a community-
based organization that provides a variety of
services, regardless of income, to Lawndale and
Garfield residents. The goal of the program is to
promote healthier lifestyles for seniors.

 “Part of our mission is to improve the quality
of life and health status of our membership and
communities that we serve, one way is through
the fitness classes,” said Keith Kudla, president
of Wellcare.  “One barrier that was identified by
Dr. (Arthur) Jones was seniors accessing these
fitness classes, so we decided we will provide
that service [transportation] to the Lawndale
community.”

So far 18 seniors have taken advantage of the
newly acquired bus services.

“I think this program is very important, I just
started coming, my doctor recommended me to
come and I like it, I have poor circulation in my
legs and this class really seems to help,” said
Martha Ross, a participant in the program. An
emphasis on disease prevention, early detection
and exercise are the main focus of the classes.

“Exercise is really important, it’s been shown
time and time again that it impacts seniors’ health,”
said Dr. Arthur Jones, CEO of LCHC.  “I think
this program is equally important from a social

Free Bus Service Give Seniors Access to Fitness and Nutrition
Jasmine Dowden

standpoint, because a lot of times seniors get
isolated, particularly in the wintertime when they
can’t get out, sometimes they can get pretty lonely
so it really serves two purposes, one to improve
physical health and second to improve their
mental and emotional health, that’s why we are
investing resources into doing this.”

 Seniors are not only exposed to the
importance of exercise but to the value of good
nutrition and living healthier lifestyles.

A poster with 10 tips for senior preventive
health including quitting smoking, becoming
more active, getting necessary vaccines, and
joining a fitness class is circulating throughout
Lawndale and amongst LCHC senior patients.

 “This program really helps me , I like that
they seem to care about us seniors growing old
and this is a good way to keep your joints from
getting stiff and things of that nature. I really enjoy
it,” said Rosa Hooks, participant in program

Wellcare also offers free fitness memberships
through a network of fitness centers throughout
chicagoland not just Lawndale, prevention and
early detection is our overall philosophy and
focus.

“In terms of our comprehensive health care
coverage, what we have done[Wellcare], is
provide most of the preventive care screenings
that you need for early detection  free of charge,
whether its bone mass measurements, annual
physicals, influenza shots, mammograms and
other cancer screenings,  we have a focus on
prevention so we think it’s a good investment,”
Kudla said.  “We hope that this program can
make a big difference in their lives.”

In order to participate in the Silver Sneakers
aerobic class seniors need to be referred by an
LCHC provider; if you have Humana you can
sign up for a free subscription to the fitness center.

The class is held Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays from 10:15am-11:00am at 3860 W.

Ogden Ave, Chicago, Ill 60623. Bus operators
can take your reservation 24-hours a day; you
must call 24 hours in advance
to 773-774-8999 and RSVP
with code LAWNDALE
SENIORS if you need
transportation to attend a
workout session.

For more information on the
classes please call the Lawndale
Christian Fitness Center at 773-
843-3219 or visit the web at
www.lawndale.org. For more
information on Wellcare’s
services visit the web at
www.wellcare.com.

Kenya Nalls is a general assignment reporter
for NLCN. To comment on this article visit our
weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Keith Kudla and Dr. Arthur Jones with several area senior citizens
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Education and Training

New Schools for North Lawndale
 Colleen Freyvogel

The North Lawndale Youth Conference
was hosted by Shirley Jones at the North
Lawndale College Prep High School.

“The first step in improving the long-term
outcomes of at-risk youth is to keep them
engaged in program activities,” said
Jones. This step is crucial during the difficult
adolescent years, when youth are at highest
risk for a variety of poor outcomes and are
least likely to engage in positive
activities. Without achieving this important
first step, programs for youth cannot facilitate
long-term change,” she continued. 

The youth conference focused on issues
and programs such as health, sexually
transmitted diseases, HIV/AIDS, health and
education.  The priority of the North
Lawndale Youth Conference is to improve the
long-term outcomes of high-risk youth. Guest
speakers included Jason Little and Syron
Smith.  

 Little, a North Lawndale resident and
youth motivational speaker, talked about his
physical challenges and his life as a youth in
North Lawndale.  “I am speaking from the
heart and telling you what is real because I
was a gang banger once,” he said.  Little told
the group about his trials and tribulations and
told them that as a gang banger he had been
shot several times and was paralyzed from
the waste down.  He was told that he would
never walk again.  “I have turned my life
around and defied the odds, because I am
walking again” said Little. He emphasized the
importance of being involved with after-
school programs and getting a good
education. Syron Smith, a candidate for
mayor, spoke about how to stay out of the
criminal justice system.  He elaborated on

various social pitfalls that teens tend to fall
into.

“Youth development programs are
designed to ensure that young people
experience healthy development, success in
school, and smooth transitions to adulthood,”
Mr. Smith added. 

 However, ensuring that adolescents
participate in these programs is a continual
challenge, especially as they age. Recruiting
and retaining youths to be involved in these
development programs is integral to their
success.  A child’s initial decision to attend a
program is based on important motivators that
impact their continued involvement.

One of the challenges of getting
adolescents involved in youth development
programs is a lack of opportunity. Youth
cannot be recruited into programs that do not
exist, that youth don’t know about, or that they
don’t have the time and/or resources to be
engaged in. Additionally, the activities offered
in these programs need to be of interest and
relevance to teens.

 Other motivators related to involvement
include adolescents’ desire to feel competent
in an activity, their desire for autonomy and
their desire to feel connected with others. The
youth conference was designed to act as an
initial framework to assist youth involvement
in their programming.

 It has been shown that involvement in
high quality after-school programs is related
to a number of positive youth outcomes.
However, before youth can benefit from these
positive environments, they need to be drawn
into a program and consistently engaged by
it. Unfortunately, middle and high school-

aged youth have low attendance rates in after-
school programs.

 North Lawndale parents need to
encourage their youth to participate in
programs that are available and they should
become mentors in those programs. Your help

is needed, work in an after school program!
“Our lives begin to end the day we

become silent about things that matter.”-
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Fred Mitchell is a North Lawndale
resident. To comment on this article visit our
weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

SHIRLEY JONES HOSTS NORTH LAWNDALE YOUTH CONFERENCE
Fred Mitchell

Students in the North Lawndale
Community will have five new schools to
choose from next year.

Last week the Chicago Board of Education
approved the three high schools and two
elementary schools as part of the Renaissance
2010 program, which plans to open 100 new
schools by the 2010 school year.

North Lawndale College Prep will
open a second charter school, Collins Academy
High School will open inside Collins High
School, 1313 S. Sacramento, and the Henry
Ford Power House Charter High School.
Frazier International Baccalaureate Magnet
School and Frazier Preparatory Academy in
Frazier Elementary, 4027 W. Grenshaw, will
make up the new North Lawndale elementary
schools.

Eric Strickland, executive director of the
Lawndale business local development
corporation, said the Power House Charter
High School will be located in the Sears
Powerhouse, 931 S. Homan.

Well-known developer Charles Shaw, who
transformed the original Sears, Roebuck and
Co. world headquarters in North Lawndale into
mixed-income housing passed away early this
year.

“It’s a wonderful structure that will basically
be reborn. We would like to see the final piece
of the Charlie Shaw legacy that will remain
intact,” Strickland said. “We are very excited
to welcome quality education into North
Lawndale.”

Chicago Public Schools CEO Arne Duncan
thanked school supporters and organizers.

“It’s an extraordinary opportunity for the
children in North Lawndale,” he said.

Board President Rufus Williams said the
board respects the effort put into organizing
the school.

“It certainly does put a wonderful face on
North Lawndale, which has not received this
kind of support, this kind of vision and this kind
of process at other times,” he said.

Kevin Sutton, a father of three students from
North Lawndale, was one of dozens of
supporters for the new schools.

“We are very excited about this opportunity
to welcome Power House High School to our
neighborhood,” he told board members. “We
really believe that if our kids are afforded the
opportunity to learn, and given an educational
opportunity that is consistent, innovative and
creative they will rise about and beyond any of
our expectations.”

Sutton said there are a number of
underserved students in North Lawndale
because there is not enough space at other high
quality community schools.

“I want to make sure there are options
near our house,” he said.

The idea for the Henry Ford Power
House charter school was replicated from the
Henry Ford Academy located in Dearborn,
Michigan.

Leah Thomas, a graduate of the Academy
in Michigan, came to the board meeting to
support the North Lawndale Charter School.

“I think it would have a positive impact and
it will be a community school,” she said.

While in high school, Thomas said she and
classmates gained a better understanding of
their career choices.

“It’s a gradual process,” she said. “By the
time you graduate you know where you want
to be.”

Colette Teasley, candidate for principal for
the Frazier International Magnet School, grew
up in North Lawndale and is a product of the
local school system.

See Schools page 11

Reclaiming Futures is a new approach to
helping teenagers caught in the cycle of drugs,
alcohol and crime.  The mission of
Reclaiming Futures, a 21 million dollar
initiative of the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation, is to promote new opportunities
and standards of care in juvenile justice. A
report by judges with the national Reclaiming
Futures program recommends judicial action
to help teens in trouble with drugs and
alcohol, avoid life of crime.

 A national group of judges that includes
Judge Curtis Heaston, Presiding Judge of the
Circuit Court of Cook County Juvenile Justice
Division, has recommended that judicial
officers nationwide take a more active role
in helping youth in the juvenile justice system
overcome their drug and alcohol problems.
The judges, whose jurisdictions participate
in the Reclaiming Futures program, issued
their call to action as part of their jointly
written monograph A Model for Judicial
Leadership: Community Responses to
Juvenile Substance Abuse.  The report was
published by the national Council of Juvenile
and Family Court Judges in its Juvenile and
Family Court Journal, summer 2006, Volume
57, number 3.

 “Research shows that teens that use drugs
and alcohol are more likely to end up in the
justice system, where treatment services are
often unavailable or uncoordinated,” said
Laura Nissen, Reclaiming Futures national

program director.  “We believe these young
people deserve appropriate screening,
treatment, care and community support, and
that judges have the knowledge, influence and
obligation to drive this change.”

 The judicial monograph, written by a
team of judges with extensive experience in
juvenile justice, outlines practical steps for
other judges to follow in order to build a
collaborative model for change within their
own juvenile justice systems.  These steps
include inviting and convening shareholders
to participate; identifying the needs for youth
services; achieving consensus; focusing on
performance measures and outcomes;
educating the judiciary and public; partnering
with the community; and listening to youth.
Judge Heaston is joined by a collaborative of
community and juvenile justice leaders in
guiding this change on Chicago’s West Side
in the North Lawndale community.

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
focuses on the pressing health and health care
issues facing our country.  As the nation’s
largest philanthropy devoted exclusively to
improving the health and health care of all
Americans, the foundation works with a
diverse group of organizations and
individuals to identify solutions and achieve
comprehensive, meaningful and timely
change.

     For more than 30 years the Foundation
has brought experience, commitment, and a

Reclaiming Futures-Judges Call for
Community Responses to Juvenile

Substance Abuse

See Juvenile page 11
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Formerly Incarcerated Men and Women
Graduate Food Preparation Training Program

Kenya Nalls

St. Leonard’s Ministries, a halfway house on Chicago’s
Near West Side, recognized 13 graduates of their Food
Services Preparation Training Program on Friday November
10. The graduation ceremony was held at The Michael Barlow
Center located at 2120 West Warren Boulevard.

For over 50 years, SLM has provided residential and case
management services for formerly incarcerated men and
women in Chicago. It was not until a few years ago, however,
that they realized the battle to help ex-offenders transition
back into society was only half won.

“We realized that we needed to do more than provide a

place to live for the residents,” said Bob Dougherty, Executive
Director of St. Leonard’s Ministries.

“We wanted to help people prepare themselves to get jobs
so that they can provide their own place to live,” Dougherty
said.

In 2004, SLM broke ground on the Michael Barlow Center.
The center provides 250 ex-offenders every year with a variety
of services, including a high school, computer lab, job
development, job retention counseling and various skills
training. Among the skills the students are trained in is food
services preparation.

The Food Services Preparation Graduation ceremony,
attended by about 30 family members and friends, honored
the men and women who completed the nine week 180 hour
course, in which they learned the basics of food services
preparation by working in a restaurant.

The students received a certificate of completion and are
awaiting their Chicago Sanitation License. The license will
allow them to work in a restaurant, continue their training at
the center, or work as a chef.

“This is the highlight of my day to see men and women
who have worked very hard at getting to a point where [they
are] better than they were before and ready to move forward,”
said Dougherty.

The graduation speakers emphasized to the graduates that
they could do anything they wanted to do if they identify their
goals and work hard towards achieving them. The students
acknowledged that their graduation is only the first step to

See Graduates page 11

Teacher Belinda Silber (center) surrounded by her graduates

2Thessalonians 2:9-12 Even him whose
coming is after the working of Satan with all
power and signs and lying wonders, and with
all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them
that perish; because they received not the
Love of the Truth, that they Might be Saved.

And for this cause God shall send them
Strong Delusion, that they should Believe a
Lie:

That they all might be damned who
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.

I struggled within myself before writing
this article for a few reasons: the first is that
no-one has more faults than myself and two I
grew up in a Christmas celebrating
environment (not to mention Thanksgiving,
Halloween, Easter, and all the other Pagan
holidays) and I truly love the joy on the
children’s faces as they open gifts so I am all
for bringing joy to people but I know the Jesus
of the Bible would not tell a bold faced lie to
bring someone joy.

You see my calling is to give God’s Word
in its simplicity not mine, momma’s daddy’s

WORD UP: JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON; TO BELIEVE A LIE
Calvin C. Crayton

or pastor’s but God’s Word. Ezekiel 33:6
states But if the watchman see the sword
come, and blow not the trumpet, and the
people be not warned; if the sword come and
take any person from among them he is taken
away in his iniquity; but his blood will I
require at the watchman’s hand. Consider this
the warning!!

  The Influence of the Julian and
Gregorian Calendars is the reason why we
celebrate Jesus’ birth on December 25th.

In 46 BC, when the Roman “Julian
Calendar” adopted December 24th as the
shortest day of the year. Therefore, December
25th was the first annual day that daylight
began to increase. Thus, the origin of the
Rebirth or Annual Birthday of the Invincible
Sun (not Son) My people notice this custom
began in 46BC which means It was around
before Jesus yet there is no-where in
scriptures that you see Jesus and his disciples
celebrating this trick of Satan. You see we
never ask where did this arbitrary date come
from? We just follow along blindly and do
what we feel as though there will be no
consequences, or we say we’ve been doing it

all our lives. I submit that even if I have been
doing something all my life unknowingly once
I find out it is against God I must Stop and
God forbid I teach it to my children. Ask
ourselves would Jesus celebrate the sun god
Mithra’s birthday? If our answer to the
previous question is no and we claim Jesus is
our Lord the only reason that we continue to
recognize this pagan tradition is because it is
what we feel like doing.  Thou shall have no
other gods before me.

Fact; because the shepherds were still in
the field with their flocks the
birth of Jesus would have been
in late August early September
so do your homework and find
out why December 25th. My
sister’s birthday is in April what
sense would it make for me to
tell her happy birthday in Nov
when it is somebody’s birthday
other than hers. Exzekiel 8:18
And he brought me to the inner
courts of The Lord’s house, and
behold at the door of the temple

of The Lord, between the porch and the alter,
were about five and twenty men and their
backs toward the temple of The Lord, and
their faces toward the east, and they
worshipped the sun toward the east.
Remember if you don’t read the book you lose
the lesson Word-Up!!

Calvin C. Crayton is community resident
and writer on spiritual matters. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.
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Using zoning and land value charts as well as photographs and paintings of homes, an
exhibit documenting housing changes in Pilsen opened Friday, drawing 30 people.

“Contested Chicago: Pilsen and Gentrification,” created by the Pilsen Alliance and
students from DePaul University’s geography department, is being displayed at Café Mestizo
at 1646 W. 18th St. through Nov. 30 and is free to visitors.

Alejandra Ibañez, Pilsen Alliance executive director, said the exhibit is designed to
make information about neighborhood changes more accessible to Pilsen residents.

“It documents our community struggle,” Ibañez said.
She said she hopes it will also show people that there are ways to stop gentrification.
“This is a moving, living campaign.”  The campaign is not against development, but

rather the displacement of lower-income people caused by rising housing prices, Ibañez said.
A poster in the exhibit gives an example: Two homes on the 1700 block of South

Newberry Street stand side by side. One is the typical two-level house built in the late 19th
century. The other is a new three-story condominium with a garage at street level.

The property where the condominium stands, the poster says, cost $79,000 in 2002 as a
vacant lot. In 2004, 3,855 square-foot condominiums were built, which in February 2006
were selling for $269,000 to $289,000, each.

Such leaps in property prices prompt questions on the placard such
as: “Who has the right to live in the city? Who decides what Chicago
should look like? Where can people afford to live?” Through the
photographs, sketches and paintings of homes, the exhibit also documents
Pilsen architecture, much of which dates to the 19th century when Pilsen
served as an entry point for Central and Eastern European immigrants.

It is distressing that some of those old buildings are being destroyed
to make way for the new, Ibañez said. “What’s more important to us at
the Alliance is the people inside those buildings,” she said, referring to
the fact that some immigrant families are moving out of Pilsen.

A section of the exhibit details gentrification protests by residents.
Signs saying “Develop but don’t displace” and “No to voting change”
are displayed, as well as an oversized check made out to Alderman
Danny Solis for $1500.01 with the memo “to buy back the Alderman.”

The section describes the battle over a March 2006 referenda in the
25th Ward, which asked, “Shall the Alderman of the 25th Ward and the
City Council down-zone Pilsen to slow down gentrification?”

While many Pilsen activists rally around the issue of gentrification,
not all agree on the ways to counteract it.

Kristen Komara, financial services director of The Resurrection
Project, an affordable housing and community leadership organization,
said she thought the exhibit was important as an education tool but further
research was needed on zoning changes as a way to reduce gentrification.

“There’s not a clear causal relationship between downzoning and
affordability,” Komara said. “Everyone wants to slow down
gentrification, but is the downzoning the way to do it?”

Ibanez said the Pilsen Alliance’s work is aimed not just at changing
zoning, but at helping the area.

“We want this neighborhood to improve,” she said.
Celeste Kennel-Shank is freelance writer for NLCN. To comment

on this article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Pilsen Exhibit Explores Effects of
Gentrification

Celeste Kennel-Shank

In an effort to strengthen families, Mayor
Richard M. Daley recently launched a pilot
program to assist fathers in becoming better
and more involved parents.

Earlier this month Chicago received a five-
year, $2.5 million federal grant to support
fathers and their families, Mayor Daley said
at a November 9 press conference.

“Good health starts at home, and
strengthening fathers and their families is a
common-sense way to improve the health of
our children and everyone in our city,” said
Mayor Daley. “I hope this pilot program will
succeed and serve as a model that can be
expanded citywide.”

The grant was made possible by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services
through the recently reauthorized Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families program.

It will enable the Chicago Department of
Public Health (CDPH) to devise and
implement a pilot intervention in impoverished
communities like Englewood on the South
Side; Uptown on the North Side; and Austin
on the West Side. The funds will be used to
promote responsible parenting and economic
stability to both current fathers and fathers-to-
be, including teens and young adults.

“This federal grant will enable the city to
better equip men to be involved, committed
and responsible fathers,” said Wade F. Horn,
assistant secretary for U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services. “As a result of
this grant, more children will benefit from the
positive outcomes that stem from fathers active

in the lives of their children.”
Advocates for single moms said this is

welcoming news considering Illinois is among
the worse states when it comes to collecting
child support, according to data from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services,
which oversees child support enforcement.

“For too long mothers have been going
back and fourth to court only to have their pleas
for help fall on deaf ears,” said Margo Turner,
executive director for Working Mothers, a
Miami-based organization for single, working
mothers. “In the end many struggling, working
moms get discouraged and simply give up
trying to collect support. Some of them lose
their jobs in the process of taking off days going
back and forth to court and have to get on
welfare to support their kids.”

But city officials dispute the notion that the
city or state has not done enough to hold fathers
accountable and adds that before anyone is
hired by the city a complete background check
is done including checking to see if there is a
current order for child support.

Don’t tell that to Sheila Garrison, 46, a
single mom of two teenage girls, who said not
only has she not received any child support
but her daughter’s father is a city employee in
the Water Department.

“I have personally went to the city’s
personnel and comptroller office to notify them
I have a current child support order on file and
that they should start deducting monies from
his check. But I was told before they can do
anything they must first receive notice from

child support not me.”
By the time child

support did get around to
sending the city a
withholding notice, he was
no longer a full-time, staff
employee but a seasonal
one so no deductions were
ever made, according to
Garrison.

At press time, a review
of city personnel records
did not show her child’s
father was a city employee.

The city’s fatherhood
initiative activities will include instruction on
parenting and child development-related
topics, a parent-run evening preschool for
fathers and their children and financial stability
services; including education, career
programming and peer mentoring.  Goals
include increasing fathers’ involvement in the
lives of their children and their pregnant
partners; improving fathers parenting skills;
and facilitating fathers’ access to employment
and career services in order to improve their
ability to support their children financially.

CDPH’s partner in implementing the pilot
effort will be Chicago Youth Programs Inc., a
Chicago non-profit organization that works to
improve life opportunities and develop the
capabilities of at-risk youth.

According to Jeffery M. Leving, a
Chicago-based men’s rights attorney, children
without fathers in their lives are more likely to
live in poverty, develop unhealthy habits and
become ill, drop out of school and engage in
criminal activity.

Leving is the author of the bestselling book
“Father’s Rights” and has hosted several
workshops with West Side Congressman
Danny K. Davis on helping fathers such as ex-
offenders get back on their feet and back into
their children’s lives.

“While I applaud the many single women
raising their children alone, a woman cannot
teach a boy how to be a man,” Leving said.
“Just like a man cannot teach a girl to how to
be a woman. That’s why it’s equally important
to have both parents involved, especially the
father, because men are the backbone of a
family.”

Wendell Hutson is a freelance writer for
NLCN and various publications. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Federal Grant Aimed at Helping Fathers
Wendell Hutson

Mayor Richard M. Daley and Health Commissioner
Dr. Terry Mason announce the federal grant  at
Englewood’s Neighborhood Health Center, 641 W.
63rd St
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State Representative Arthur L. Turner addresses the job
fair audience.

DÉJÀ VU (**1/2) In this intricate but
flawed contemporary “time tripping” action-
fantasy-thriller; Denzel Washington delivers
another intelligent and strong performance in
a familiar role as a law enforcement official
with human compassion.

Washington portrays Doug Carlin, an
insightful New Orleans ATF agent who is
assigned to investigate a tragic ferry boat
bombing that killed over 500 passengers. The
incident turns out to have been an act of
terrorism.

Early into his investigation, Carlin
receives the news of a dead woman’s body
washing ashore nearby the blast. Carlin
discovers evidence that proves the victim was
bound with duct tape. He believes that the
woman’s death near the time and area of the
ferry explosion could somehow be connected.

Carlin meets with the victim’s father who
was supposed to have been met by his
daughter upon his airport arrival. Their
conversation ends with the father giving the
agent a few photos of his lovely daughter,

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

See Flicks page 10

causing Carlin to become
more infatuated for his own
romantic interest, although
never questioning that she
was dead.

Val Kilmer co-stars as the
head of a secretive agency
under ATF that drafts Carlin
to join the team that’s also
involved in solving the ferry
bombing.

Carlin begins working
alongside a research doctor

(Adam Goldberg) and his two tech assistants
(Erika Alexander and Elden Henson) who
seem to have created a new, advanced
viewing, hi-tech surveillance procedure that
utilizes multi-camera abilities to observe and
record from any angle, anyone from anywhere
in the city. The technology has the added
dimension to observe four days in the past
before the tragedy occurred.

The movie has a lot of twists, turns and
elaborate explanations to bring some clarity
to this film’s premise and proceedings.

“Déjà vu” is a ridiculous yet entertaining
movie made tolerable through the committed
energy from Washington’s presence that helps
sell and save the movie Still, watching this
film seems to depend more on one’s
willingness to suspend belief. In other words,
“if you buy the premise, you’ve bought the
film”.

But this is kind of hard to do amidst such
glaring mistakes. Such as in the opening
sequence there are no reactions of pain and

Denzel Washington and Jim
Caviezel in Touchstone Pictures’
Deja Vu

to $15 per hour or more.
Another specified skills class is offered through the

New Skill Builders of the City of Chicago.  The classes
they provide allow students to learn the skills they need
for careers in the construction industry.  These jobs include
carpentry, plumbing, pipefitting, painters and electricians.
When placed with jobs within these industries workers can
earn higher benefits.  “You are not going to get those high
paying jobs unless you have specialized skills,” said Isaac
Lewis.

Community members looked hopeful as they made
stops at each of the tables they were interested in.  “Basically
I need a job and to get other resources.  I know I’m going
to leave with more hope for being closer to a job, than I’ve
been in previous months,” said Jason Stenson.  Stenson’s
hopeful aspirations were shared by many other community
members as well.

State Representative Arthur L. Turner of the 9th District
was also in attendance as the keynote speaker.  In his speech
he encouraged community members to stay focused and
on continuing their educations.  He gave examples of
different ways in which the young people in the community
could become employed and stay of the streets.

“Wherever you see a sign that says training or
opportunity, if you are serious about looking for a job, you
need to be moving in that direction.  The more credentials
you have, the more education you receive, the more
certification you have, the more training you have and the
more skills you have to bring to the table, the better the
opportunity is for you to get employed,” said Turner.

  Community members in attendance paid close
attention to the statistics Turner gave them about
employment within the black community and many felt
inspired by his speech while others felt he was telling them
things they hear everyday.  In particular one resident felt
inspired to encourage her children to stay in school.

“I need my computer skills enhanced and to find out
what is going on in my community so that I can pass on
that information to other people,” said Janice Williams.
“School is never a waste and I want to see people do better,
to many of our teenagers are out in the street.”

There were many tables set up, filled with fine
institutions to help people with their searches for
employment and training.  A great resource was the class
that teaches people how to write grants.  This caught the
eye of anyone who was looking for a way to start their
own business with help from the government.

“What inspired me to come out was my aspiration to
become a master chef.  I’m going to a cooking school on
January 8th.  Learning little stuff will be very helpful
because I can reach out to my brothers,” said Charles
Moore.

In any job hunt formerly incarcerated members of the
community often face discrimination.  In an effort to help
those members of the community Cabrini Green Legal
Aid was there to help.  “If they are having trouble getting
employment because of a criminal record we can
determine if they are eligible for exspongement, sealing
or executive clemency,” said volunteer Attorney, Connie
Mulligan.  They also provide their services Monday
through Friday at the help desk at the Daily Center between
9 a.m. through 12 p.m.

Whatever reason community members had for
attending the fair, most people were able to leave with a
sense of hope that the resources they received would help
them in their searches for employment.  “The turn out has
been excellent.  I think the people who organized it did a
really good job at getting a good turnout and motivating
people to look for a solution to their economic difficulties,”
said Bob Fittin, of the Greater West Town Development
Project.

Sophia Karalexis is a graduate in English from
DePaul University. Sophia also earned a minor in
Journalism. Sophia is a general assignment reporter for
NLCN. To comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Job from front page

in North Lawndale as well.
 Associate Professor and curator of the

exhibit, David Brown, hailed North Lawndale
as a neighborhood that enjoys a historical
legacy of “national significance.”

The exhibit attracted a wide range of
people, youths as well as the elderly. On the
opening day of the exhibit more than 300
hundred visitors congregated in the Atrium
Gallery at the Chicago Architecture
Foundation, according to Lawndale Heritage
President, Nicole Cabell-Pope.

“The exhibit is just a glimpse of history,”
Cabell-Pope said. “History is a never ending
educational process; [gathering history]
makes you powerful.”

Some North Lawndale residents criticize
the way their neighborhood is portrayed in
the media. Community leaders believe that
the exhibit’s documents contrast any negative
press coverage about North Lawndale.

“[The exhibit] is a good step in the right
direction for people in North Lawndale,” said

Cedric Pope of 360Beyond.
Now that the nearly two-

month exhibit is over, CAF
donated the displays to Lawndale
Heritage for a future showing. The
organization is urging residents to
get involved by sharing their own
ideas to develop the exhibit.

“Lawndale Heritage has been
gathering other materials aside
from the exhibit and will be
making an announcement soon,”

Cabell-Pope said.
Nicole Cabell-Pope and Cedric Pope

believe the exhibit will have a huge impact
on North Lawndale residents in the long run.
“It’s beacon of hope,” Cedric Pope said. “It’s
a sense of pride [residents] can carry with
them when they step into this world.”

CAF developed Learning from North
Lawndale in partnership with the North
Lawndale Heritage and Neighborhood
Housing Services of Chicago, according to
Ross. Sponsors include the Steans Family
Foundation, National Endowments of the Arts
and the Illinois Humanities Council.

Initially Learning from North Lawndale
was scheduled to run to November 18, but it
was taken down three days early due to a
scheduling conflict.

Hertz Clyde Dézir is native of Haiti and
a NLCN intern. Hertz is also a journalism
graduate from Columbia College. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

CAF from front page

Greystones on the 3300 block of
Flournoy Ave. Photo courtesy of

www.architecture.org (Anne
Evans)

Feelings of insecurity
lingered near the Little
Village public library
where a man was shot last
Tuesday. Residents said
such shootings are
commonplace – even
during the day – in an area
where gangs frequently
scuffle.

The man was shot as he stood at the checkout counter near the front
door, said a librarian who was working at the time at Marshall Square
Branch Library, 2724 W. Cermak Road.

The 20-year-old victim was hit in the shoulder at 11 a.m. by an
assailant who shot from the library doorway, a Chicago Tribune report
said.

He was taken to Mt. Sinai Hospital and was in good condition, said
Sgt. Eugene Mullins of the Chicago Police Department News Affairs
division.

As of press time, the police had not made any arrests, Mullins said.
“It is being investigated as a gang-related shooting.”

Manuel Contan, an employee of The Copacabana Fruit Store across
the street from the library, said – speaking in Spanish – that there are
two rival gangs in the area.

“Sometimes I meet the boys when they pass by here.”
The area is unsafe, but police have done little to address the problem,

except to hold a community meeting last year to discuss putting in a
camera in the neighborhood, Contan said.

Maria Silva, a Little Village resident who has a street cart near the
library, said as a grandmother she worries about children in the area.

“The only thing parents can do is keep [kids] busy, with school,
with sports,” she said in Spanish. She said area youth would benefit
from a park on 31st Street and Central Park Ave. that is proposed by
community groups such as the Little Village Environmental Justice
Organization.

The librarian said neighborhood residents would recover from the
shooting with time.

“I pray to God and hope everything will be all right.”
Celeste Kennel-Shank is freelance writer for NLCN. To comment

on this article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Library Shooting Leaves Little
Village Residents Uneasy

Celeste Kennel-Shank

Marshall Square Branch
Library, 2724 W. Cermak

Road
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Economic Development
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ADVERTISE YOUR
OWN BUSINESS!!

Create your own Business Cards,
Flyers, Post Cards, Newsletters

and Edit Photographs

SIGN-UP NOW!!!
Strategic Human Services

Desktop Publishing Workshop

Session Starts:
Monday Dec. 05-6-8pm
Saturday Dec. 09-3-5pm

For More Info
Call 312-492-9090

West Sider Lisa Yu used to take the Blue
Line 54/Cermak about 10 minutes to work
every day. Now her commute has increased
to 40 minutes.

“My commute has pretty much been
trashed,” Yu told the Chicago Transit
Authority on Nov. 8.

Yu was one of a handful of West Side
residents that spoke at the CTA’s board
meeting and budget hearing, asking for Blue
Line stops, closed in lieu of the Pink Line,
to be reopened.

Michael Pitula of the Little Village
Environmental Justice Organization asked
the board to cut the Pink Line service in half

and reinstate part of the Blue Line service,
which serves the West Side’s low income and
minority communities.

“The CTA needs to find a way in this
budget to find a better balance between the
Pink Line and the Blue Line 54/Cermak,” he
said.

CTA board chairwoman Carole Brown
said that there are no plans to reopen Blue
Line stops.

The $1.1 billion budget at the heart of the
Nov. 8 hearings is $45.5 million short,
according to the budget proposal.

Budget documents also note that the CTA
is planning to request $110 million from the

NO PLANS TO REINSTATE BLUE LINE SERVICE IN 2007 CTA BUDGET
Laura Onstot

Many of us have been presented with the
option of choosing debit or credit while at
the grocery store checkout counter.  Many
people think that since they are using a debit
card, the obvious choice would be to select
debit, but this may not be true.  There is a
difference between the two transaction types
and your decision to choose one over the other
may either cost you or save you some money.

Debit cards are used to access funds which
are in your checking account, so you’re
spending your own money. They are a popular
method of payment these days as they
eliminate the need for check writing and
carrying around large amounts of cash.  Debit
cards are fairly quick and easy to use and they
offer you the convenience of swiping and
either signing a receipt or entering a PIN to
complete your transaction.  Herein lies the
difference between the ‘debit’ and ‘credit’
transaction types.

When the ‘debit’ key is selected, a
personal identification number (PIN) is
required to complete the purchase.  So each
time you enter your PIN at the point of sale,
the transaction is recorded and processed
through the electronic funds transfer network

State. The possibility that state funding will
fall through has one government watchdog
group concerned.

Civic Federation President Laurence J.
Msall said his organization is recommending
the CTA not approve the budget. Msall said
he believes that the budget crisis is the result
of changes to benefit laws in the state
legislature. However, he said, even if the crisis
is not the fault of the CTA, they should
not pass a budget that is dependent on a $110
million allocation from Springfield.

“We believe [the budget] is unbalanced,”
he said.

That $110 million is also a concern to

Pitula. He said even if Blue Line service is
not reinstated, the CTA needs to be cautious
in how it allows budget deficits to affect
low-income and minority riders throughout
Chicago.

“We’re concerned that if this $110
million is not filled, we don’t want to see
service cuts affect disproportionately
minority and low-income service areas,” he
said. The CTA will vote on the budget Nov.
14.

Laura Onstot is the civic affairs reporter
for NLCN and is a graduate student at the
Northwestern University Medill School of
Journalism.

Debit or Credit: Is there a Difference?
K L Gillespie

and funds are instantly withdrawn from your
account.  Some banks consider this to be
similar to an ATM withdrawal and will charge
service fees if you exceed the monthly
allowable transaction limit.  According to a
Federal Reserve report, approximately 15
percent of banks nationwide charge fees for
PIN based transactions and the average fee
is $0.75 .  Although small, these fees can add
up over time.  So unless you’re looking to
get cash back, it’s a good idea to press ‘credit’.

Selecting the ‘credit’ key requires a
signature.  Money is still withdrawn directly
from your checking account but it usually

takes a little while longer, like a day or two,
before the funds are actually deducted.  A
purchase of this type will cost you nothing in
the way of fees because instead of your bank
processing the transaction, it’s actually being
handled by the credit card company whose
logo is on your card (either Visa or
MasterCard).  Most banks prefer this
transaction type because it’s less work for
them and they encourage customers who are
not looking to get cash back to authorize
transactions through the Visa or MasterCard
networks.

As an added incentive, some banks have
even established Reward
programs which provide
numerous discounts and
special offers to customers
who press ‘credit’.  The
rewards are numerous, ranging

from earning flyer miles to accumulating points
that can be redeemed for gift cards to be used at
various restaurants and retail stores.

Debit cards are pretty common and many
people have them, but using them requires
financial responsibility. As a consumer, it’s
to your advantage to be informed of your
banks policy on debit cards, including fees
and rewards, so that your account may receive
the maximum benefit at the minimum costs
to you.  As a safety note, remember to sign
the back of your card upon receiving it and
never write down or give your PIN to anyone.
In addition, check your account statement
each month for accuracy and report any
unauthorized transactions to your bank.

Katherine Gillespie is NLCN’s Financial
Columnist.  She is a North Lawndale resident
and she has an MBA from the Illinois Institute
of Technology.  To comment on this article
visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.
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Attract More CLIENTS or CUSTOMERS! ADVERTISE in the North
Lawndale Communty News FOR RATES: CALL 312.492.9090

The success of your business is based on
your marketing strategy.  If you don’t have a
marketing strategy, your business has one foot
in the grave. Marketing is the lifeblood of
business and the cornerstone of customer
retention.  A successful marketing strategy can
get you new customers and keep your loyal
ones.  For big businesses, marketing is part
of their annual budget. For them, it’s as simple
as constantly keeping a billboard in view,
getting a DJ to spin the latest cut from a music
conglomerate or putting a new, crafty
commercial on the TVs of millions of
Americans to remind them that their products
exist.  But the little guys, small businesses,
don’t have access to marketing strategies that
require billions of dollars and lots of power.
So, small businesses have to find a way to
creatively market themselves in order to stay
in the running in the race for success.

There are several inexpensive marketing
strategies that a new business can start with.
These five steps are typically used by most
businesses to promote their interests.

Five Tried and True Strategies
1. Direct Mail.  Everyone has seen this

marketing product.  You can get it in different
forms.  Sometimes it comes as an envelope
with coupons in it.  Sometimes it comes as a
booklet with coupons that you’ve picked up

at the local market or dry cleaner.  Sometimes
it comes as a postcard or other brand of
marketing material. These products tag your
business by circulating its name to the masses.
While effective, this way of marketing is
expensive at times and your advertisements
can get lost in the chaos of other people’s sales
strategies, even if the business is not in
competition with your own.

2. Coupons.  Using coupons to promote
your business is always a good strategy.  Yet,
coupons should never be used by small
businesses as a general way to wheel in
customers, because it will hurt your profits
in the long run.  You should look at coupons
as an incentive for long-time clients to
recommend new business and to keep them
loyal. They should be part of a larger strategy,
so that customers don’t come to depend on
getting a discount or getting your product free.
If you service is worthwhile, a customer will
pay the full price every time.  Don’t downplay
yourself.

3. Tell Your Story.  Get a writer or
newscaster to cover your business and the
product or service you promote.  Simplify
your story to something you can tell in about
two minutes and make it dynamic.  The more
interesting and honest your success story is

the more success it will bring.
4. Imprint.  Get your story onto the front

of your products.  Make it a logo.
The most successful businesses have
a story that can be told verbally but
can also be seen and connected with
the business concept.  Imprint your
concept into people’s heads.

5. Borrow from Big Business.
Aaron’s Sales and Lease is an
extremely successful company
because they develop partnerships
with other companies.  If you think
of Aaron’s, you think of furniture.
However, if you turn on the car
racing channel, you’ll see Aaron’s
name plastered on a race car.  If you
walk into their stores, you see race
cars.  They’ve developed some
successful partnerships and the big
names they work with keep them
plastered in peoples’ minds.  Try
developing a partnership with other
small businesses that are not in
competition with you and send
business to each other to see your
profits soar.

Angelic Jones is a free-lance
writer for NLCN.  To comment on

this article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org
Angelic can be reached at
ajoneswrites4u@excite.com.

Creative Marketing Strategies for Small Business
Angelic Jones

“The Black Panther Party is the greatest
threat to the internal security of the United
States of America that this nation has ever
faced.” - J. Edgar Hoover; Director, Federal
Bureau of Investigation.

A revolutionary movement is afoot and a
two person cell manages to kidnap Geneva, the
daughter of the Governor of the state.  This cell
consists of Becca, a middle-aged African-
American woman and her adopted son, Jason.
But Geneva was chatting with an acquaintance
when she was snatched so Becca and Jason
abduct unlucky Charles as well.  Their
organization is a mixture of the Black Panther
Party of the past and the once notorious
Symbionese Liberation Army.

Jason and Becca operate out of a safe house
with a roof garden.  Geneva is conflicted partly
because her father, the Governor, is Black and
her mother is white.  Charles is a developer of
affordable housing.  He’s not conflicted and
applies his considerable experience and wit to
the task of staying alive.   The reasons for the
kidnapping lie buried underneath the furious
dysfunction and ineptness of the cell.

Geneva spends the first two-thirds of the
play cowering and simpering as Becca and Jason
explain the revolution to her.  They also attempt
to teach their lessons to Charles but it turns out
he had been a member of the same revolutionary
group before he went straight.    Becca and Jason
don’t play good cop/bad cop because they are
both bad.  Geneva is tortured by a cigarette burn,
attempted rape and strangulation with a rope.
Smart mouth Charles gets romped and stomped
mercilessly throughout his ordeal.

Between torture sessions, they hug and
caress Geneva; causing the conflicted debutante
to become more conflicted, even giving Jason
a comfort pat after she fights off his rape attempt.
So it is their relationship, and the
interrelationships between the four of them that
actually constitute the play.   The author’s
attempt to

depict a revolutionary cell in action is a joke,
whether he intended it or not.

Becca bullies, belittles and screams at her

son, Jason, as though he were her prisoner at
Abu Ghraib.  He acts out by pouting, running
away and sooths his frustrations by abusing the
prisoners.  Becca and Charles engage in a
running discussion of revolution, reform,
progress and compromise.   And the unlikely
duo of Geneva and Jason grope towards
common ground and common commitment.

Despite his smarts, Charles’ bad luck does
not improve.   In a shocking finale both of the
older persons become irrelevant.  Geneva picks
up the gun and leads Jason out of the safe house
to continue the revolution.

Alfred H. Wilson as Charles delivers a
convincing, solid performance as Charles.
Mignon McPherson Nance as Becca gives great
“rage,” dispensing most of it against her son
but with plenty to spare for Geneva; softening
up only to Charles.   As Geneva, Samantha D.
Tanner finally gets to display some chops in the
last act.   Michael Pogue as Jason shows
considerable range having to contend with
Becca’s contempt (comparing him unfavorable
to his father who died for the cause) as well as
Charles’ belittling and eventually his
vulnerability to Geneva’s charms.

The director, Andrea J. Dymond, has chosen
a frenetic style with Jason and Geneva running
up to the roof every ten minutes, Jason charging
in and out of the house, and every character
having the opportunity to repeatedly wave the
one pistol around – every character except poor
Charles.

“Panther Burn” is a production of MPAACT
(the Ma’at Production Association of Afrikan
Centered Theater) begun at the University of
Illinois-Urbana in 1990.  A professional, not for
profit theatre, they have consistently taken on
important and ambitious material.  In the volatile
world of theatre their longevity attests to their
skill and commitment.  This production is a
world premiere: running at the Victory Gardens
Greenhouse; 2257 N. Lincoln Avenue; Chicago;
(773) 871-3000; thru December 3, 2006.

 Mike Cook is a North Lawndale resident
and NLCN’s theatre critic. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

THEATER REVIEW: “Panther
Burn” by Aaron Carter

Mike Cook

contractor who have promised to bring on
two people per trade from the community.

In attendance and a strong support for
this project was 28th ward alderman, Ed
Smith. We want to make sure that everybody
understands that just because you went to
jail, just because you have a record, we are
not throwing anybody away. We believe that
when you go to jail and you have done your
time. You have paid your debt to society. We
want to make sure that you are allowed an
opportunity to be involved in whatever is
productive in our community and we are
going to continue to work to make sure that
it happens. So don’t give throw in the towel.
Come off the corner and come on over and
let’s do it right,” said Ald. Ed Smith.

Congressman Danny K. Davis also
showed up for the groundbreaking and said.
“Not only am I delighted to be here but I
am also excited about this project for a
number of reasons. One Alderman Smith is
willing to take a chance on doing something
that lots of folks will not do. That is they go
the easy route. Ed is taking a chance in a
sense in terms of supporting a project that
somebody else would say I’m not going to

take a chance on. I’m not going to do it.
And on the other hand, I am so thrilled and
delighted and honored that a gentleman who
may have had some little sidetracks in life,
decided that you don’t have to be
sidetracked that you can be on another track.
And, who lives out the notion that where
that is faith and where you believe in
yourself and you believe that you can do
something, all you got to do is strike out
and do it. That is what Melvin has done, Ed
has helped him. I’m just proud to call both
of them my brother,” said Congressman
Davis to are not doing that.

Also in attendance were, members of the
City of Chicago Department of Housing,
who helped guide Melvin in completing the
necessary paperwork for the project, the
general contractor, Alderman Walter Burnet,
Craig McClendon, a representative from
Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s office, Wallace
Davis of Wallace Catfish, members of the
Westside community and supporters from
the Southside. For more information on the
Community Male Empowerment Project
you can call 773 517-1602.

Groundbreaking from front page

Architect Drawings for 3 level 2-unit buildings on 100 South block of Whipple Street
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Sports, News & Entertainment

NOV 22
BLACK FACTS

Chicago Bears cornerback Charles Tillman and
linebacker Hunter Hillrmeyer

Voter-turnout in Chicago for this month’s
general elections was the lowest midterm
election result in over ten years, according to
a report released last week by the Cook
County Board of Elections. Roughly 49
percent of registered voters in Chicago made
it to the polls for the November 7 elections,
representing the lowest non-presidential
election turnout since 1994, when only 46.7
percent of the city’s registered voter
population cast their ballots.

Tom Leach, spokesman for the Cook
County Board of Elections Commission, said
that while it is difficult to pinpoint the reason
for the low turnout, the high volume of
candidates’ negative campaigning may have
played a role.

“My god, the number of negative ads was
mind boggling,” Leach said. “People don’t
run ads now to tell people their qualifications;

their running ads to tell everybody how
terrible their opponent is. And does that have
a turn-off effect? I think it could have.”

Leach said that the upcoming aldermanic
and mayoral elections set to take place in the
spring are expected to draw a much larger
contingent of the voting population.

“I anticipate that for the February 27
municipal elections, you’re going to see a
significant increase in registration,” Leach
said. “Elections run in cycles, and it all
depends on the interest level.”

Conversely, some authority figures
believe that a lack of federal funding for voter
mobilization has led this decline. Dr. Joe
Leonard, Jr. is the Executive Director of the
Black Leadership Forum based in
Washington, D.C. His organization created
countless programs to advance the social and

political status of African-
Americans and other
minorities, including “Lift
Every Voice and Vote,” a
program created in 1998 to
mobilize African-American
voters.

“I know that many of the African
American civil rights organizations did not
have the funding to go and do the usual voter
registration we’ve had in previous midterms.
This could lead to some of the numbers
coming down,” Leonard said.

Leonard went on to explain that the
presence of programs that help educate voters
like the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition can
oftentimes make all the difference when
tabulating elections winners or examining
turnout results. “Five points is a lot, and that’s

kind of the margin of difference of many of
these civil rights organizations that are on the
ground working,” Leonard said, referencing
the approximate five point decline in
Chicago’s registered voter turnout from 2002
to 2006.

Chicago voters are still significantly more
active than the national average. According
to a recent study by George Mason University,
the average national midterm turnout rate is
just over 39 percent – nearly 10 points lower
than Chicago’s turnout this month.

VOTER TURNOUT IN CHICAGO ON THE DECLINE
Chase Castle

See Voters page 11

The Chicago Bears slipped by the New
York Jets 10-0 to improve their record to 9-1
on the season. The Bears are now 2-0 on their
three-game northeastern road trip and are in
good shape as they head into game three
against the New England Patriots this coming
Sunday.

The Bears are either sensational or
conventional and this was one of their more
conventional efforts of the season. The game
was scoreless until the Bears scored on a 20-
yard field goal by Robbie Gould in the third

quarter and they managed just one
touchdown: a 57-yard catch and run by wide
receiver Mark Bradley from Rex Grossman.

The deciding factor in the game was the
Bears’ stingy defense and the Jets lack of
firepower. Brian Urlacher intercepted a Chad
Pennington throw to squelch New York’s only
real scoring opportunity in the first quarter,
and the Bears’ pass rush and secondary kept
the heat on the Jet offense throughout the
contest. Cornerback Nathan Vasher added
another pick off Pennington in the third
quarter to snuff another Jets’ drive and the
Bears were well on their way to recording
their second shutout of the season.

Offensively, the Bears relied on the tough
running of Thomas Jones (23 carries for 123
yards) and Cedric Benson (10 carries for 51
yards). Quarterback Rex Grossman had a
mediocre outing, completing 11 of 22 passes
for 119 yards and one TD. But he didn’t turn
the ball over at all and he directed the
conservative attack with efficiency. Wide
receiver Mark Bradley stepped up and caught
four passes for 80 yards and the Bears only
touchdown of the game.

This was an interesting, albeit somewhat
boring game to watch. The subtle nuances of
the game of football were more important than
big playmaking, but this is really the style of
play the Bears are most suited for. A
conservative game plan was in effect and the

SPORTS ROUNDUP
Todd Thomas

* On this date
in 1884, T.
Thomas Fortune
established New
York Freeman,
which was known
later as the New
York Age.

* On this date in 1884, Christopher J.
Perry established the Philadelphia Tribune.

* On this date in 1963, at the age of forty-
six, the thirty-fifth president of the United
States John Fitzgerald Kennedy was killed in
Dallas, Texas.

* On this date in 1986, George Branaham
was the first African-American to win a
Professional Bowler Association title.

* On this date in 1989, Col. Fredrick D.
Gregory was the first African-American man
to lead a space mission.

T. Thomas Fortune

suffering from the blast Where is the
authentic response to match the tragic
aftermath?

The writers’ flexibility with this premise
is akin to other time crossing movies like
1979’s “Time After Time” (Sherlock
Holmes versus Jack the Ripper) without
enough of the romantic sentimentality
Christopher Reeve had for ‘turn-of-the-
century.”

Instead, “Déjà vu” is a time warped
mess. It’s just buried under the usual slick
and loud Jerry Bruckheimer production
value that made it entertaining chaos.

R; 128min. A Touchstone Pictures
Release Presented at selected theaters

BOBBY (**1/2)  “Bobby” is a movie
that centers on the 48 hours leading up to
the June 6, 1968 assassination of Robert F.
Kennedy at the Ambassador Hotel in L.A.
after the Senator won the California
Presidential Democratic Primary. The film
also shows everyday people and their
emotional baggage that converge at the
hotel in time for the gala ball celebration
that turned to tragedy.

The movie is an ambitious canvas for its
second-time writer-director Emilio Estevez
that doesn’t have enough where it counts the
most. Still, the film has enough to keep things
interesting as it captures the mood of the post-
Camelot era that shook and changed our lives
and the world, much like 9/11 did.

The nation had already lost a piece of its
innocence less than two months earlier from
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Estevez tries to chronicle this film through
the everyday person’s plight as a reflection
of what we’ve lost in ourselves. This is his
“Grand Hotel” with political and moral
undertones that takes on a suggestive aura of
optimism for peace and justice.

The film is well authenticated with its
intricate use of actual newsreel footage and
attention to the deco, attire and atmosphere
of the late 1960’s.

Some of the pivotal characters include a
retired doorman (Anthony Hopkins) who
plays chess everyday in the hotel lobby with
his black best friend (Harry Belafonte) who
dreads growing old.

 Back in the hotel’s kitchen area, a Latino
busboy (Freddy Rodriguez) gets struck doing
a “double shift” at work that prevents him

Flicks from page 7 from seeing Don Drysdale pitch a historic
Dodgers game. Instead he gives the tickets to
a wise black chef (Laurence Fishburne) who
tells the young man that he is bound for
greatness. This perspective offers tolerance
and racial harmony following Dr. King’s
death and he’s got less to be mad about,
considering the “black man’s plight.”

William H. Macy plays the hotel’s general
manager who is quietly married to the salon
hairdresser (Sharon Stone) who touches up
the hair and mind of hotel guest Lindsay
Lohan who is willing to marry Elijah Wood
to keep him out of the Vietnam War. Macy
broke off an affair with a switchboard
operator that is exposed by a bigoted food
and beverage manager (Christian Slater) fired
by the hotel general manager for not allowing
Latino workers to vote.

Then there’s the fashion dilemma that falls
on Manhattan socialite (Helen Hunt) who
suddenly notices a reassuring sign from her
depressed husband (Martin Sheen). Finally,
there’s the alcoholic  lounge singer (Demi
Moore) scheduled to sing to the senator at
the gala.

A few interwoven, character driven stories
come out either too routine or under

developed and lead to an inconclusive end.
Besides Fishburne’s potent soliloquy to
Rodriguez, The film’s most visually potent
moment belongs to Nick Cannon as the
angry Kennedy aide whose facial rise and
fall seems to embodies the civil rights
struggle that is quite poignant.

It is just too bad there isn’t enough stand
out moments to pull us in. “Bobby” is far
from being a disappointment. Estevez‘s
efforts aren’t all for nothing, because there
are some potent moments amidst this
amazing star-studded cast that support the
inner passion and concerns of this movie and
its intentions.

This might be a bit too idealistic by
today’s standards. It’s just a movie that hopes
to stir a nostalgic and historic consciousness
that was reflected last year in director
George Cooney’s “Good Night and Good
Luck”.

R; 119min. A Weinstein Company
Picture Released through Metro Goldwyn
Mayer Pictures

Opens Thurs. Nov.23 at selected theaters
David Schultz is film critic for NLCN and

other publications. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

ground game was utilized to the fullest. The
offensive line was up to the task and they will
be called on to continue to open sizable holes
for the running backs to burst through. Not a
pretty victory but it improves their record to
an impressive 9-1.

Next up for the Chicago Bears are the new
7-3 New England Patriots. New England is
one of the tougher teams in the league and
they’re one of the few teams that can match
the Bears physical style of play.

Locally high school basketball began this
week and West Side schools Marshall (ranked
#2) and Crane (ranked #8) are ranked in the
top 25 in the area in Class AA. Collins is also
predicted to be the team to beat in the Public
Blue West Conference. In Class A, North
Lawndale College Prep is predicted to finish
at the top of the Chicago Prep Conference.

Collins has games coming up Nov 28 at
Prosser and Nov 30 at their home gym.

In local college basketball the Malcolm
X College Hawks 0-7 are having a tough
season under head coach Mickey Johnson.
Despite the losing record they are an exciting
team to watch and they give maximum effort
at all times. Their next home game is Tuesday
Nov 28 at 7 p.m.

Todd Thomas is a freelance writer for
NLCN and other
publications. To comment on
this article visit our weblog
at: www.nlcn.org.
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FREE CLASSIFIED AD WITH A DISPLAY AD OF 1/8
PAGE OR LARGER.

HELP WANTED

APARTMENTS
NICE 3 BEDROOM CONDO Close to I-
290 and Blue Line Central Air, Storage,
Washer, Dryer in unit  Near shopping,
movies, park. $1,050 mo. Call: 815/713-
6869

ANNOUNCEMENTS

3 BEDROOM APT - 15th Spaulding avail.
immed $850 monthly - heat included-one
month free contact: Mr. Vaughn 773-931-
7946
APARTMENT FOR RENT Sacramento &
Cullerton 4 Bedroom, 1 bath Rehabbed,
$900 per month Call 708-645-6531

P sP sP sP sP s yyyyy c h i c  Ac h i c  Ac h i c  Ac h i c  Ac h i c  A s t rs t rs t rs t rs t r o l o g e ro l o g e ro l o g e ro l o g e ro l o g e r
RRRRReader * Aeader * Aeader * Aeader * Aeader * Advisor * Spiritual Healerdvisor * Spiritual Healerdvisor * Spiritual Healerdvisor * Spiritual Healerdvisor * Spiritual Healer

Helps in all prHelps in all prHelps in all prHelps in all prHelps in all problems ooblems ooblems ooblems ooblems of lifef lifef lifef lifef life, such as health,, such as health,, such as health,, such as health,, such as health,
monemonemonemonemoneyyyyy, job, job, job, job, job, lo, lo, lo, lo, lovvvvveeeee, marriage and business, marriage and business, marriage and business, marriage and business, marriage and business.....
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Ardent Voters like North
Lawndale’s Andre Robinson help
explain this trend. Robinson, 45, is
a case manager for Hull House, and
cited both national obligation and
specific policy issues as reasons that
drove him to the polls.

 “I just always vote because it’s
my civic duty to vote,” Robinson
said. “I will say that in the back of
my mind, the war issue was always
there, because I have a son at the age
that he could actually go into the
military, and I wanted the Democrats

to really be able to change what’s
happening and take over the
House.”

Robinson added that if he could
change one part of the voting
procedure to make it more
accessible, it would be to simplify
the ballots at the actual voting
booths. “The explanation of how to
do it was comfortable, but while I
was doing it, there were some
people there who were totally
confused.”

Chase Castle is student from
DePaul University. To comment on
this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO BUY, SELL, TRADE, RENT OR ANNOUNCE? ARE YOU LOOKING FOR EMPLOYMENT OR LOOKING TO HIRE?
YOU CAN DO IT HERE IN THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS

CALL 312/492-9090 TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD!

THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS’

CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

ARE YOU OPINIONATED? ARE YOU
A GOOD WRITER? NLCN is launching
an editorial page later this month. Please
call Wilbert Bledsoe or Ben Protess at 312-
492-9090 if you are interested in writing a
letter to the editor.

Advertise with the North  Lawndale Community News If you have an
Apartment for Rent  Ads are only $10.00 Call 312 492-9090

HELP WANTED BRAIDING SHOP
Looking for professional braiders.
Beginners Welcomed. Call 847-971-6778
NEW UPSCALE SALON AND
BARBER SHOP Seeking Licensed
professional cosmetologist, barbers, Nails
techs Located in Lawndale Community
Offers Benefits (773) 826-8177

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY given, pursuant to “An
Act in relation to the use of an Assumed
Business Name in the conduct or transaction
of Business in the State,” as amended, that a
certification was filed by the undersigned with
the County Clerk of Cook County, file no.
D06104579 on October 12, 2006, under the
Assumed Name of Strutt & Associates with
the place of business located a 3250 W.
Washington Blvd. Ste. 2E, Chicago, IL 60624.
The true name and residence address of the
owner is: Geneva Gayles,3250 W. Washington
Blvd. Ste. 2E, Chicago, IL 60624.

Business
Card Ads

$25
Call (312)
492-9090

obtaining their goals as they
continue on the right track to
success.

“We worked really hard to
reveal our lives, we’re grateful to
this program for giving us an
opportunity and direction in our
lives,” said valedictorian Enoch
Calhoun.

“All of my life I made some
really bad decisions. Those were the
only ones I knew how to make. But
when I came here I was surrounded
by people who believed in me and
who wanted me to do better,”
Calhoun said.

Belinda Silber taught the
students the skills to obtain their
certificate and license and served as
a mentor as well.

“I believe that they can do
anything with this certificate, it
really depends on how much they
want to succeed in life,” said Silber.

As much as Silber has inspired
the graduates she feels that she has
been inspired by their hard work.

 “I want them to move forward
in everything that they do and to
know that they are not the same
person they were nine weeks ago,”
Silber said.

Dougherty believes the
graduates have now reached a new
point in their lives, knowing that that
they are equipped with the skills to
accomplish something they were
unable to before.

“They have to take hold of [this
experience] to not let it be just
another day, to not just let it be
another piece of paper,” Dougherty
said. “This is another starting over
that we as people have to do
sometimes.”

To learn more about the Michael
Barlow Center or enroll in one of
their programs call David Harris
312-226-6270 X 10.

Kenya Nalls is a general
assignment reporter for NLCN. To
comment on this article visit our
weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Graduates
from page 5

“We know that we will be
successful in our endeavors,” she said.
“I know that our success in the
(International Baccalaureate) program
will bring academic excellence, global
awareness and character development.”

Bonita Cosby is a member of a
Renaissance 2010 Transition Advisory

Schools from page 4

rigorous, balanced approach to the
problems that affect the health and
health care of those it serves.  When
it comes to helping Americans lead
healthier lives and get the care they
need, the Foundation expects to
make a difference in your lifetime.

If you have a drug or alcohol
problem and want immediate
assistance please contact Mr.
Jenkins at WACA-Westside
Association for Community Action,
located at 3600 w. Ogden. The
director of WACA, Mr. Jenkins

Juvenile from page 4

MAYOR DALEY’S WINTER
PREPAREDNESS FAIRS Now thru Dec.
16, 2006. Receive free home winterization
kit and apply for financial assistance. For
more info call 311
TOYS FOR TOTS MOTORCYCLE
PARADE December 3, 2006  Western from
87th to Foster, West to Kedzie  Start Time:
9:30 a.m.  Contact: Robert Kuczera 773-
866-TOYS

Council and a North Lawndale
resident.

She said the new schools in North
Lawndale will provide students with
the same educational opportunities
that other students gain through the
district.

Duncan said of more than 50
schools that are to open by 2010, five
are in the North Lawndale community

and four opened up last year in the
South Side neighborhood of
Englewood.

“We are starting to reach out more
in neighborhoods that have been
underserved,” Duncan said at the
meeting.

The Board approved a total of 10
schools to open in 2007 and seven
more in 2008.

Colleen Freyvogel  is NLCN’s
education reporter and is a graduate
student at the Northwestern University
Medill School of Journalism.

said; “We are just one of many
social organizations located in
Lawndale that is concerned about
young people reclaiming their
futures” to contact Mr. Jenkins
please call 773/277-4400 or just
visit the WACA center.  You can
also contact the Lawndale
Christian Association.

Julius Goodman is a poet and
motivational speaker.  He is also
a graduate from National Louis
University with a degree in
Behavioral Science. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Voters from page 10
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Full Tune-Up
Service

6cyl.
$179.00

4 cyl.
$159.00

  8cyl.

 $199.00

Includes plugs, wires, fuel filter, air
filter, P.C.V. valve cap, rotor, oil

change and filter.

MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear
Brakes Service

Includes installation of front
pads, inspect inspect rotors,

wheelbearing, calipers,
hydraulic system and road test.

Pads and shoes extra.
MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

$59.99

Front or Rear

MufflersStruts Converter

$19.99

$199.00
$119.99

Inspect exhaust
system for leaks.

Labor Extra.
MOST CARS &

LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

Installed
INSTALLED

INTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTAAAAATETETETETE
Muffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & Autututututomotivomotivomotivomotivomotive Re Re Re Re Repairepairepairepairepair

22222158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

ChicagoChicagoChicagoChicagoChicago
773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0122122122122122

4 Locations to Serve You!
Ogden & Western 312-733-5333

Diagnostic
Testing

$39.99 $39.99

Radiator
Flush

OIL CHANGE,
FILTER, TOP OF
THE FLUIDS &
ENGINE FLUSH

$39.99

Better Life for Youth is gearing up again for their annual
college trip. This time they are going to visit colleges in the
New Orleans area.

The colleges they will visit are Jackson State University,
Millsap’s College, Tougaloo College, Dillard University,
Loyola University, Tulane University, Xavier University,
Grambling State University, the University of New Orleans
Lake Front, and the Louisiana State University Health Science
Center. This trip is for High School students, staff and
chaperones of the trip. Last year, on April 6th they went to the
Atlanta area’s historically black colleges. Over 35 youth went
on that trip.

Over 50 parents and youth filled the room Saturday, as
Eugene Wolf, Executive Director of Better Life Youth and

Ann Richmond, the Administrative Assistant went over the
rules and guidelines for the coming trip.

Tiffany, a senior from Austin High School heard about
the program from her school and was accompanied by her
mother. A father, that called in to inquire about the program,
brought his son Marcus Spelling, a senior at Whitney Young.
Marcus plans on majoring in Electrical Engineering in college.

Marcus’ father also was inquiring about scholarships and
Better Life for Youth’s access to helping his son get
scholarships from the colleges. Eugene responded by saying
if he has good grades, he can help him with getting contacts
at the school before they get there. For more information on
Better Life for Youth and the upcoming college trip call 312
671-1026 or 773 265-6650.

BETTER LIFE FOR YOUTH ANNUAL SPRING

BREAK COLLEGE TOUR GEARING UP AGAIN

Parents and youth listen intenly as Ann Richmond, Administrative Assistant of Better Life for Youth gives
rules and guidelines for youth to be able to attend college tour next spring

Eugene Wolf, Executive Director


