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The only public institution that
holds the largest Kwanzaa event for
seven straight days starting
December 26th through January 1st,
Malcolm X College (MXC)
unquestionably has proven itself as
a leader in promoting Kwanzaa, a
celebration of the first fruits. Dr.
Maulama Karenga created the
event as an idea and an expression
of culture in 1966 of the US
organization in California.Dr.
Maulana Karenga is professor of
the Department of Black Studies
at California State University in
Long Beach.

But here in Chicago and
especially on the Westside Dr.
Zerrie D. Campbell, President of
Malcolm X College has shown
great commitment in hosting and
promoting Kwanzaa through the
College, inspired by Kwanzaa’s
cultural impact. In December, 2004
she was honored the title Kwanzaa
Queen Mother on the 1st day of that
year’s celebration. It was imparted
to her by the Bolozi Wazee
(Council of Elders) of Shule Ya
Watoto. Her official African name
is Nana Akua Sarpong.

Partnering with MXC is Shule
Ya Watoto (School for Children)
founded by Baba Hannibal Afrik,
who since 1972 held an annual
program for Kujichagulia (Self-
determination) until they expanded
through conversations with

Malcolm X College Hosts Largest
Kwanzaa Celebration

See Kwanzaa page 10

Najwa Dance Corps performs for
MXC’s Kwanzaa Celebration

Dr.Zerrie D. Campbell(white head wrap) during the Kwanzaa Celebration at MXC Dr. Maulana Karenga

Congressman Danny K. Davis, 7th

District, Illinois in cooperation with the
Chicago Westside Branch of the NAACP
and President Vera Davis, the South Side
Community Federal Credit Union’s
Homeownership Counseling Center and the
Neighborhood Enhancement and
Empowerment Development Corporation
announced this week the beginning of a free
college course entitled: “12 steps to
Homeownership.”

The classes will be held on two separate
days during the week: Thursday and Saturday.
Thursday classes begin January 12 from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. and Saturday classes start January
14 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.  All classes will
be held at Dawson Technical Institute, 3901
S. State St. The goal of the course is to prepare
students for homeownership. One college
credit will be given upon completion of the
nine week course.

Congressman Danny K. Davis, Westside NAACP Announce
Homeownership College Course

Annie bought her house last year. It took time but
she decided to take advantage of the free education
classes. Look at her now!

“This is an exciting opportunity for
individuals to learn how to buy a house and
obtain college credit for it. I believe in
innovative programs and this is one of those
programs,” said Congressman Davis.

Congressman Davis and the Chicago
Westside Branch of the NAACP adopted
the Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation’s WOW (With Ownership,
Wealth) Initiative for increasing African-
American homeownership.

The course will cover the topics of
homeownership: learning the basics of
credit, understanding credit scores, financial
budgeting and loan products. The 12-Step
course will be conducted by professional
attorneys, real estate sales persons, property
inspectors, financial advisors, credit
counselors and lenders. They provide on-
site presentations and are available for
follow-up services if a participant wants to
pursue the home buying process.

For more information or to register for
the course contact the Chicago Westside
Branch of the NAACP at: 773/261-5890.

CTA FAIRS UNFAIR -
See Backpage
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The North Lawndale Community News is published bi-
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to help
inform our community on resources, events, and issues
relevant to us and our neighboring communities. Our
community includes those who live, work, worship in, and/
or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive,
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our
community members.
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The primary focus for SHS/ NCLN during 2006 will be
Health, Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good
life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness
especially in an economy driven society. Welfare is
unavoidable in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.
All year long NLCN will concentrate and focus on more
articles related to health, education and our welfare through
our newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside
of Chicago.

There is a great disparity in the statistics of the health of
a majority of our community areas. This announcement of
newsprint is too small to go into great detail , but some
resources that can help affirm the state of our health can be
found in a survey conducted by the Sinai Health System titled
Improving Community Health Survey, “The State of Black
Health Care” published as a health supplement in a special
edition of the Philadelphia Tribune and  the Chicago Tribune
in November 2005 and “Natural Cures” at
www.naturalcures.com . Our articles and links to other
resources that will go into detail because health, education
and welfare are their core missions ours stands as messengers.
The natural cures, an interestingly new area to the masses in
our society leads to solutions that have been overlooked by
mainstream medicine and some corporations maybe because
of the love of money or closed minded doubt to even
investigate better ways to health or not get sick.

Education can reduce and minimize high rates of
unemployment and underemployment, produce healthier
citizens, and reduce the dependency on traditional welfare.
The Westside is changing but not always in favor of the less
fortunate who have lived here for years. Throughout the year,
we will connect North Lawndale resident with resources in
these areas. The North Lawndale Community News will
continue to provide news and information on people, issues,
and events that are relevant to our readers, as well as touch
on the focus for the previous. Becoming an intelligent people
we can also participate and benefit in making our community
a model neighborhood.
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Taylor Moore works to educate fellow
teens about the importance of abstinence in
living healthy lives one speech at a time.

Moore, 16, is an award-winning
inspirational and motivational speaker, cable
television host/producer, musician and
recording artist. She spreads a message of
excellence and abstinence to youth around the
Chicago land area and across the country. In
April 2000 Moore won the Phenomenal
Woman Award at the Expo for Today’s Black
Woman being the only child to be honored
with this award. Moore was only 10.

During 2005, Moore has had more than
120 engagements. Her first speaking
engagements of 2006 will be the teens speak
out gala dinner on February 24th at the Westin
O’Hare Hotel in Rosemont, IL. Moore will
serve as the keynote speaker.

“Today’s youth must understand that
saying “no” to premarital sex, gives you an
opportunity to say “yes” to so many other
positive things in life. You can say yes to
graduating in the top of your class; going to
college; getting involved in extracurricular
activities; learning an instrument; playing a
sport or volunteering in the community.

The possibilities are endless if you say
no to sex,” Moore said, who is a junior at
Kenwood Academy and in the top 5 percent
of her class with a 3.8 GPA.  According to
statistics everyday in America approximately
2,500 teen age girls become pregnant and
about 10,000 cases of sexually transmitted
diseases (STDs) occur among teens. In an
effort to emphasize abstinence as the
healthiest choice for young people, thirty
local and state organizations in Illinois have
embarked on a statewide public service media
campaign designated to provide positive
abstinence messages to teens and parents.
This larger entity is now known as the Illinois
Abstinence Coalition. Although each
abstinence organization promotes abstinence
within their local communities, the Illinois
Abstinence Coalition has collaborated to
communicate a cohesive message across the
entire state via the AbstinenceFirst public
service media campaign.

One organization that has been a pioneer
in adolescent education since 1985 is Project
Reality. Project Reality which is based in
Glenview, IL specializes in the development,
teaching and evaluation of abstinence
programs. In January the organization is

having its third annual statewide “teens speak
out” essay contest and dinner gala. They have
been accepting essay entries from Illinois
teens since October 15 and will continue
through January 15.

Moore is the teen spoke person for Project
Reality and her inspirational song “I’m worth
waiting for” is the organization’s anthem to
promote teen abstinence. “What I try to get
young people to understand is that their bodies
are sacred. Why would you just share
something that is priceless with any Tom,
Dick, Jane or Sally to come along? Sex has
been ordained by God for marriage and he
has given us the power to wait until he sends
“Mr. or Mrs. Right” for us” Moore said.

Taylor has received numerous oratorical
and community leadership awards including
honors from Governor Rod Blagojevich,
Secretary of  state Jesse White, the Chicago
Urban League and Rainbow/Push. M o o r e
has been in the spotlight all this year, speaking
at a congressional reception on abstinence on
Capital Hill in March; delivering a keynote
message at the Abstinence Clearinghouse
National Convention in Los Angeles; opening
speaker at plenary session of the People of
Color Conference in Albuquerque, NM and
leading an abstinence rally at the rotunda in
Springfield this past October. She also took
time out in June to record her original tune
“I’m worth Waiting For,” in Nashville, TN.

According to abstinencefirst.org most
teens are not sexually active and of those who
are, most regret their choice and wish they
had waited. A national survey indicates nearly
all teens 93 percent said that they should be
given a “strong message” to abstain from sex.

Moore talks about how her peers see her
when she speaks at events. “I spoke at an event
out in Bolingbrook and there was this girl who
came to speak to me after the event. We were

the same age and in the same grade. The only
difference was that she was sexually active
with two guys and I am a virgin. She just
started crying it was like no one has ever told
her that she was worth waiting for” Moore
said. Moore’s philosophy is “when God gives
you a gift use it,” and she has been doing just
that by becoming a certified cable television
producer and host. She currently has three
shows on Chicago Cable Access Network
(CAN-TV), “Making It, Words to Live by and
Behind the Scenes.  Moore also talks about
how TV and music has an influence on youth.
“Everywhere you look there is sex: on TV, in
the music, on billboards and in magazines.
But teens have to understand that those people
on TV and the video hoochies are getting paid
for that. We have to be able to separate fact
from fiction. I always tell young ladies, don’t
worry about being sexy, and be worried about
being smart. I tell guys, don’t worry about
being a gansta and hard, be respectful and
hardworking,” Moore said.

Moore credits her mom as being a big
influence in her life also. “Parents play an
important role in the choices their children
make. Even if they tell us “do as I say not as
I do” that doesn’t work with today’s
generation. We are going to do just what we
see you do,” Moore said. Upon graduation
Moore plans to attend college looking at both
Northwestern and Howard universities. She
plans to major in music and TV/film. Moore
is available to speak at churches, schools, and
special events. She can be contacted through
Trudy Moore at 773-363-7887.

If you are a teen and want to submit an
essay to project reality you must be between
the ages of 13 and 18. Check out the website
for information at www.projectreality.org.

Mary Moran is a writer for NLCN. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Teen Speaks out About Abstinence
Mary Moran

Taylor Moore at age 13. Photo courtesy of
www.mstaylormoore.com
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Education & Employment Training

The American Democracy Institute held
a Midwest Regional Summit at Roosevelt
University’s Auditorium Theater last month
to promote political activism among
America’s youth.

American Democratic Institute is a not-
for profit educational and research center
dedicated to improving American democracy
through increased citizen participation by
identifying, developing and supporting the
next generation of civic leaders.

President John Hart of ADI stepped to the
forefront to support youth by setting the stage
that will give voice to youth.

His is a voice that sets the tone for
American people (and youth) to listen to those
that are fearless, and committed to creating a
country that is open to the American
Democracy Institute powerful slogan “Listen
To Me”.

Prominent national figures and leaders of
the Chicago community graced the stage
speaking about the importance of young
Americans playing an integral role within the
political arena.

   New York Senator Hilary Rodman
Clinton, who serves as an honorary
chairperson for American Democracy
Institute, was raised as a Republican, but has
firmly placed beliefs in the Democratic
movement. She encouraged the youth to
utilize voting as an opportunity to send a
message and to build a solid understanding
of what is needed to support Americans
journey in order to bring a forth balance
within the political system.  It is a balance,
Clinton said, that challenges the American
people to be committed to the great American
journey of changing the world one person at
a time.  “Everyone should particularly pay
attention to the December 15, election an
election that will support the democracy,”
Clinton said.

Despite the inspiring message the summit
was briefly interrupted by demonstrators who

were dressed in neon pink T-shirts
representing their unknown organization as
they interlocked their arms shouting
obscenities based on their belief that Clinton
supports the war in Iraq.

Ironically, the message of “Listen to Me”
fell upon deaf ears as Clinton struggled to
deliver her speech. Security moved slowly to
disengage the unruly demonstrators who flung
their flyers onto the heads of audience
members.

President of US Action and Co-Executive
Director, William McNary’s explosive speech
ignited the crowd to its feet with his powerful
innovative words that were embedded into the
minds of youth.  “I know it’s early, but it’s
later than that you think,” said McNary who
awoke the crowd with his message about the

injustice of the judicial system denying ex-
offenders the right to vote. He stated that once
you served your time voting rights should be
restored.  McNary’s colorful colloquiums
embraced the youth labeling them as “young,
aggressive and progressive.”

Governor Rod Blagojevich jokingly told
the story when he encountered a twelve year
old African American  girl  on  LaSalle and
Lake street where she mistook  the Governor
for the Mayor when she  shouted “It’s Mayor
Daley!”

A joke to some, but a sad truth that it is of
great urgency to become aware of who
delegates the rules that affect their
environment.

Desiree Rogers, President, People Gas

POLITICS FOR A NEW GENERATION
X’ernona  Woods

and North Shore Gas eloquently spoke about
the importance of civic involvement and the
importance of giving to others believes
students should volunteer during their
education within the school system.

Other speakers from the summit included
Roosevelt University student, Bridgette Jones
and Juan Rangel of the United Neighborhood
Organization. Roosevelt University President,
Charles Middleton hosted the event. Also
present at the summit were gospel choirs from
Columbia and Roosevelt University and
Gallery 37 dance company, who performed a
lively retro ensemble that paid tribute to the
new generation movement of political and
educational issues.

X’ernona Woods is a freelance writer and
host of her own cable television show. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

BASIC,
INTERMEDIATE &

ADVANCED
COMPUTER

WORKSHOPS
Learn how to use a Computer

(Computer Workshop)
Facilitator: Ronnie Allen

Learn how to create business
cards, flyers, postcards, etc.

(Desktop Publishing Workshop)
Facilitator: Meola Ivy

Learn how to create your own
Website  (Wesite Design

Workshop)
Facilitator: Ronnie Allen
Workshops starting Soon!

For More Info Call
(312) 492-9090 or

REGISTER NOW!
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Commentary/Poetry

“Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction ; but he that regardeth reproof shall be honoured “.  Proverbs 13:18

 I can’t help but think that some
business owners too easily forget their
morals when it comes to making a dollar.

Yes, it is true that the number one reason
people go into business is to make money.
But there are rules that must be followed in
running a successful business. One is
maintaining good customer relations. And
another is making sure not to discriminate,
treating all customers the same. On
December 11, 2005 these ethics were lost
on the managers at “The Cotton Club.”

Because someone had paid a large
amount of money to rent the club for the
night, other parties that were booked for

Ethics are Important For Success In Business
Renita Williams

the night weren’t acknowledged. How
discriminatory is that?

More and More silly things occurred
throughout the night. One customer was
asked to pay to enter her own birthday
party. She was also informed that
because she was late, she had no table
reserved.

One of the benefits of being a
business owner is the ability to do things
the way you want to do them. But, when
you take someone’s money for a service,
that person(s) should get exactly what
they’ve paid for.

Now, I have no problem with the club
being rented for the night-which as a
paying customer, allowed the gentleman
to hike the price to twenty dollars for the
night.

On the other hand, I feel that the other
customers that paid for parties that night
should have been informed.

That way, they could have made the
decision to have their party on the same
night or at a later date. Also, their guess
would have known about the twenty
dollar cover charge for the night, and
decided if they wanted to pay it or not

before driving to the club.
Business is business. As a future

entrepreneur, I simply feel you have to
maintain some type of morals no matter
what business you’re in. And above all
else, you should always treat people the
way you want to be treated whether it’s
business or just general communication.

Renita Williams is an aspiring
romance writer living in the North
Lawndale Community. She is currently
working on her Associate degree in
Business Administration at Malcolm X
College.  To comment on this article visit
our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

* On this day in 1943, William L. Dawson of
Chicago was elected to the United States
House of Representatives. He was called the
“Dean of Black Congressmen.” He served in
office for 27 years until his death in 1970.

* On this day in 1920, the National Negro
Baseball Leagues was founded by Andrew
“Rube” Foster.

* On this day in 1935, World Heavyweight
boxing champion Floyd Patterson was born
in Waco, North Carolina.

* On this day in 1971, the Congressional
Black Caucus was organized.

JAN 4 Black Facts

Many have tried, but few have survived
new business ventures, especially one whose
business is “Barbequing.”  The McGhee
family, for 40 years have proven that with
enough perseverance, and the unity of family,
you can have a business that will educated
your offspring’s, and keep you gainfully
employed. On any given night the McGhee
family of four brothers and one sister are hard
at work doing what they have done for four
decades - barbequing!

The huge menu on the well-lit wall says
it all:  Full and half-slabs of Ribs, Rib-tips,
Chicken, Hotlinks, Catfish, Perch, Jack
Salmon, and the list goes on. Your smell of
meats browning over huge racks of fire
causes your mouth to water, as you watch
your meal being prepared through a large
glass window.

The start of it all
Frank McGhee, his warm and charming

personality was like the down home food that
is served - straight from the heart.  This quiet,
and extremely friendly slightly gray hair man
of 62 years, spoke softly and carefully about
how this business got its start.

Returning home from the Vietnam War
was an intense period of adjustment for

Frank; “the war made me change my mind
about everything”, he said.  Upon returning,
he tells of being in a dark shell, bitter, with
feelings of being used. His desire to be self-
employed became a reality when, Charles,
the oldest of the siblings opened a series of
small fast food places.

Selling hotdogs, hamburgers and the most
popular item among the youngsters were the
French fries with hot sauce, and ketchup in a
small brown paper bag!  This snack had the
aroma of the spiciness of one sauce, and the
tomatoes of the other; all in a bag, and it
pleased kids and the adults alike.

During this time of trial and error of
running several small ventures, it was then
that, “Slowly, Charles began to bring in other
members of our family, and it became part
of all our lives”, he said.  He express complete
thankfulness that his brother opened the
doors, so that the family was able to work
together, which has taught them a lot about
each other and have brought them closer as a
unit.

The family also employs three part-time
workers; one of the part-timers has been with
them for more than 15 years.

Today, Frank proudly exclaims that
“Everyday is a feast, everyday is a holiday”,
and he never takes for granted each day of
the hard work that comes with the business
of barbequing ribs.

Rib Bazaar not only have been a vital
staple on the West-side of Chicago, its serving
of about 36-50 slabs of ribs alone each week
to customers on the West-side and as far as
Aurora, Maywood, and the South side of this
city.

What makes Rib Bazaar popular in the
community and successful?  McGhee’s quick
response was, “Our consistency with our food
product, the courteous fast service, and our
sauce - that’s the main thing that keeps them
coming”, he said, smiling widely.

Ribs, chicken and fish is prepared
everyday from 12pm to 12am, with extended
hours too 2:30am on weekends for those in
need of a rib fix.  It is apparent how much
Frank enjoys the people that come into the
place.  He greets everyone and everyone
greets him, sometimes reaching out to shake
his hand.  He, also talks about his male
customers who come in late at night (way past
their curfews set by their spouses), “ they can’t

go home at this hour without bringing home
some barbeque,” he says laughing, “which
helps them to avoid any arguments with their
wives.”

The community in his opinion has been
a mixture of good and bad, and their
business is “blessed,” and has not
experienced any crimes on the property, or
to their customers or building.  “We have
always treated the people with respect, and
they have always respected our place of
business,” McGhee said, as a customer
walks over to talk with him.

THE FAMILY SAUCE
His brother Charles originally created

the sauce, and when their father joined the
business he included more ingredients.
After those two changes of the sauce Frank
added his special touch, which he says he is
thinking about selling.

“Extra sauce, extra sauce – everyday,”
he says, of his customers constant requests
for it.  The sauce is indeed a mixture of
hickory, smoked and hot chilies, dashed with
herbs and spices that dances on your taste
buds.  Hot, mild or mixed is bellowed from
the opening in the glass window, as they bag

Hot, Mild or Mixed - (SAUCING IT UP AT RIB BAZAAR)
Priscilla Lucas

See Sauce page 10

Many became intrigued with the media
coverage of Stanley “Tookie” Williams’ final days,
particularly, his last day - Monday, December 12,
2005.  The public, nationwide, waited to hear
whether California Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger was going to grant clemency to
Williams.  He did not and WiIliams’ execution was
carried out as scheduled at midnight, December
13, 2005.

For those who do not know, Stanley “Tookie”
Williams was a former member and reputed co-
founder of the Los Angeles street gang, the Crips.
He was also a San Quentin death row inmate
convicted in 1981 of murdering four people in
1979.  And lastly, he was the author of a memoir
and nine children’s books admonishing gang
membership and violence, all of which he wrote
on death row.  The children’s books, and his work
in prison promoting non-violence among youth,
gained him Nobel Prize nominations, and crowds

O N  T O O K I E
Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson

of advocates proclaiming he was a reformed man
- protesting his execution even till the last minute
of his life.

I went online in search of the children’s books,
which were all checked out from the libraries, and
all bought out from the major book stores.  But I
did find other documents written by Williams.  If
the books are anything like the documents online,
I understand why this accused murderer had so
many admirers.

Tookie’s Corner is a Web site of information
about Williams that includes court petitions and
motions, how to get his books, ways to contact
Governor Schwarzenegger, names of people who
nominated him for the Nobel Prizes - just about
anything you would want to know about Williams
if you wanted to know anything.

I was immediately drawn to a page titled, The
Apology, as many people, including myself,
waited to see if Williams was going to admit to
the murders and apologize before he died, which
he did not. It turned out to be an apology to youth.
It is particularly to, “the children of America and
South Africa - who must cope every day with
dangerous street gangs.”

It reads that Williams never imagined the gang
he co-founded, “. . . would spread to much of the
rest of the nation and to cities in South Africa . . .
“  And that he did not expect “. . . the Crips to end
up ruining the lives of so many young people,
especially young black men who have hurt other
young black men.”  Powerful stuff.

The Web site also contains two documents
titled, My Letter To Incarcerated Youth, No. 1,
and  My Letter To Incarcerated Youth, No. 2, both

written in English and in Spanish.
Within the six short paragraphs of letter no.

1, Williams urges incarcerated youth whom “. . .
are fortunate enough to regain [their] freedom, [to]
prepare an agenda to survive outside the walls of
incarceration.”  He advises them to read, learn,
and educate themselves about such subjects as
history, world religions, and their culture to “. . .
flip the script.”

The longer letter no. 2 contains Williams’
opinion of “modern-day slave traits.”  He said a
modern-day slave will neglect to educate himself.
He will swindle and commit other crimes against
his own people.

He will perpetuate self-hate through
committing violence on people of his own
ethnicity, such as black-on-black violence,
including murder “. . . which is a form of
genocide.”  And he will play an essential part in
creating “. . . slaves (addicts) to drugs, slaves to
misery and slaves to defeat.”   These letters appear
to be sincere, and are hard to believe to be the
sentiments of a man accused of such murderers as
those Williams was sentenced for.

On the same site is another impressive
document or draft for change titled, Tookie’s
Protocol For Peace.  Drawn up somewhat like a
mini draft of America’s Constitution, it is
reccommended by Williams that the document
serve as a prototype or framework on which to
build and to “modif[y] to meet the needs of each
particular situation . . .”

Within the paragraphs of the introduction,
Williams wrote:

“. . . living the thug life and going to prison

See Tookie page 10

Stanley “Tookie” Williams



THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS January 4 - January 17, 2006Page 6

ACT 6 — With us all members must proclaim
their nationality and we are teaching our
people their nationality and their Divine Creed
that they must know that they part and parcel
of this Said Government, and know that they
are not Negroes, Colored Folks, Black
People or Ethiopians, because these names
were given to slaves by slave holders in 1779
and lasted until 1865 during the time of
slavery, but this is a new era of time now,
and all men now must proclaim their free
national name to be recognized by the
government in which they live and the nations
of the earth, this is the reason why Allah the
Great God of the Universe ordained Noble
Drew Ali, the Prophet to redeem his people
from their sinful ways. The Moorish
Americans are the descendants of the ancient
Moabites who inhabited the North Western
and South Western shores of Africa.

THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE

THE DIVINE AND NATIONAL MOVEMENT OF

NORTH AMERICA, INC. #13
THE MOORISH AMERICAN NATIONAL

REPUBLIC

PROCLAIM YOUR MOORISH
AMERICAN NATIONALITY

To obtain a application for naturalization
contact: Malik El at 773-418-0186, Grand
Sheikess Yumnah El at 954-722-1941 or

Marcel Bey at 773-287-2082

Honorable Noble
Drew Ali created a

way for the so called
negro, colored folk,

black and african
americans to free

themselves from the
current status as the

so called 14th
amendment citizen

is subject to

14th Amendment Citizen Is Subject To:
Hatred, Slander, Lewedness, Murder, theft and

anything that harms.

Moorish American Is Subject To:
Love, Truth, Peace, Freedom, Justice
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HUMBOLDT COMMMUNITY
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - Pre-k Thru 8th Grade

1847 N. Humboldt Blvd.
(773) 278-6330

w w w . h u m b o l d t c c s . o r g

THANK YOU TO ALL CONTRIBUTORS, DONORS AND READERS

WHO SUPPORTED US IN 2005. HAVE A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

FOUNDATION AND TRUST GRANTS

Chicago Community Trust *Harris Bank Foundation * J-Lab * Soderquist Family Foundation
Steans Family Foundation * Strategic Human Services

CORPORATE AND STATE GRANTS

Illinois Dept of Commerce and Economic Opportunity * Illinois State Board of Education *
Sam’s Club * SBC * WBEZ Alliance

OTHER NON-PROFIT GRANTS

Lawndale Christian Health Center * Robert Crown Center for Health Education

INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS

Alyssa Siegel * Beauty Center * Beverly Faye Cook * Bobbie L. Steele
Bruce and Susan Munro * Bruce E. and Kathryn H. Miller

Chicago Jobs Council * Citizens For Action * Congressman Danny K. Davis
Deer Rehabilitation Services * Edmund O. Lawler

Erik Strickland * Erskine Norment * I.A.M.A.B.L.E. Center for Family Development
J.T. and Ollie M. Booker * Janet Dennis * Jennifer L. Sebelik * Kelly James

The North Lawndale Community News and Strategic Human Services would like to sincerely thank all of
the foundations, corporations, non profits and individual donors for your support during the 2005 year.

May your year in 2006 be healthy, prosperous and blessed
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Christopher Jones grills his famous rib tips.Mary’s Bar-b-que owner Christopher Jones is flanked by employees
Shawn Jones (left), Eugene Bates (center) and Deacon D.
Bates (right).

HARRIS BANK AND THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS HONORS

NORTH LAWNDALE’S SMALL BUSINESS OF THE MONTH

MARY’S BAR-B-QUEWilbert Bledsoe

The North Lawndale Community News and
Harris Bank are proud to honor Mary’s Bar-B-Que
as January’s North Lawndale Small Business of the
Month. Mary’s is located at 606 S. Pulaski. The
restaurant’s hours of operation are: Noon to
Midnight, Monday thru Thursday and Noon until
2 a.m. Friday and Saturday.

Mary’s Bar-B-Que was founded in 1968 by
McKinley and Mary Jones. Mary’s epitomizes the
traditional family owned business that were part of
North Lawndale’s business community in the
1960’s. Christopher Jones today manages the
restaurant following the passing of his parents. His
mother Mary died two years ago. His parents started
the business to make money and put food on the
table.

“Necessity, I got nine brothers and sisters. It
was a way to feed everybody and make a few
dollars,” Jones said.

Jones said that the reason he remains active in
the business is because of the dedication his father
and mother put into the restaurant.

“What made me pick it (business) up was
because I had to keep the game going. My father
worked a lot of years and put sweat and blood in
here so that’s what made me keep going,” said
Jones, who grew up around the business.

Mary’s is a fixture in the community, on any
given day customers wait in line outside the
restaurant in all types of weather to purchase Mary’s
signature dish: Bar-b-que rib tips. Mary’s menu
features more than rib tips. The restaurant also
serves Italian beef and Italian sausage sandwiches,
hamburgers, cheeseburgers,  hot dogs, catfish,
chicken wings, polish sausage, Philly cheese steak
sandwiches, gyros and chopped steak sandwiches.

“I always get a positive response about our food
because they watch me prepare it and I make it
right,” Jones said. “It is always a positive response.
I mean what do you expect because if you do it
right. Right has to come.”

Jones said that he has many goals, but his main
goal is to maintain the health of his  business. Mary’s
has survived the economic downturn while other
restaurants such as McDonalds, Wendy’s and
Kentucky Fried Chicken have come and gone from
the neighborhood. Jones said that he has observed
the closures of these franchises between North
Lawndale and Austin.

 Jones indicated that he has no plans right now
to expand Mary’s. “I will always see this (present
location) as being my base of operation never to
change. But, as far as growing you can always do
better,” said Jones.

Jones said that an aspiring restaurateur must
have “stick-to-itiveness” (the drive to keep going
even during the hard times) to succeed in the
restaurant business. In order to run a restaurant one
must have city of Chicago license to prepare food,
pay sanitation and license fees and business taxes.
For more information contact Mary’s Bar-b-que at:
773/638-2233.

Wilbert Bledsoe is NLCN’s Managing Editor.
To comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Mary’s Bar-b-que ocated 606 S. Pulaski (5th Avenue and Pulaski)
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Entertainment & Sports

The 2005 NFL season was full of surprises
and the Chicago Bears munching away at
opponents and finishing atop the NFC North
with an 11-5 record was one of the league’s
most unlikely scenarios.  They did get some
help from there opponents who didn’t live up
to preseason billing.

The Minnesota Vikings were supposed to
be unfazed by the departure of standout wide
receiver Randy Moss.  They crumbled to the
turf early and it was not just because of Moss’
relocation to Oakland.  Injuries and
suspensions involving key players held them
back and then an absurd scandal revolving
around a risqué boat party undermined the
team and the city’s pride and morale.  To make
matters worse star quarterback Dante
Culpepper was felled by a leg injury late in
the season dispelling any hope for a strong
finish.   They finished with a record of 9-7.
Not dismal but still bad enough to get head
coach Mike Tice fired.

The Green Bay Packers behind the
leadership of Brett Favre and running of
Ahman Green should have done better but it
didn’t pan out.  You can’t really blame anyone
but father time for Favre’s decline.  Athlete’s
age fast once they get past a certain point and
Favre seems to have reached that point rather
abruptly.  He was his usual fiery and motivated
self but the passing accuracy and overall
consistency were absent from his game.
Where he used to work miracles, many a
disaster struck and there was nobody to pull
him out.  Stellar running back Ahman Green
was lost to a season ending injury and the
rest of the team, although still full of Packer
pride could not resurrect the season.  The Pack

Mike Martz fired as head coach of the St.
Louis Rams.

Quarterbacks:  Dante Culpepper has
uncharacteristically bad season.  He was
charged  in the “love boat” fiasco then his
season ends with a knee injury.  Culpepper is
expected to recover physically and should be
in top form next season.

Donavon Mcnabb: team suspends top
receiver Terrell Owens for entire year
midseason.  Mcnabb is injured before hitting
any kind of stride and season for Philadelphia
Eagles goes down the tubes.

New Orleans Saints’ QB Aaron Brooks
as well as the whole team were set back by
hurricane Katrina and the aftermath of the
catastrophe.  They played all their home
games away from New Orleans because of
damage to the superdome and couldn’t
overcome the uphill trek they faced all season.
Brooks was cut near the end of the year as
the Saint’s struggled.

All-Pro quarterback Steve McNair of the
Tennessee Titans had flashes of excellence
and when healthy he helped the Titans as
much as he could.  Injuries plagued him
throughout the campaign and there have been
rumors of retirement.  Retirement might be
premature but McNair and the team need to
assess the situation for next year.

The Bears’ first playoff game will be
Saturday, Jan 14 at Chicago. The Bears’
opponent will be announced depending on the
NFC Wildcard playoff games this weekend.

Todd Thomas is a freelance writer for
NLCN and other publications. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

NFL REGULAR SEASON OVER AS BEARS LOOK
FORWARD TO PLAYOFFS

Todd Thomas

must regroup; they’re not used to going 4-
12.

The Detroit Lions remained the lackluster
team they have been for the last decade and
stayed mired in their losing ways again.
Dissary was the rule and quarterback Jeff
Garcia led the way, failing miserably.  No
running game and defensive mediocrity do
win many games in the NFL but the Lions
did pull ahead of Green Bay and finished 5-
11.

The Chicago Bears stayed the course
stronger than others in conference did and
despite losing the last regular season game to
the Vikings they march into the playoffs as
the second seed with a first-round bye. It’s
appropriate to note that that Bears’ defense
finished first in the league and running back
Thomas Jones became only the second Bear’s
rusher to run for more than 1300 yards in a
season.  Only Walter Payton had previously
surpassed that mark.

In other NFL news several coaches lost
their jobs and it was a difficult year for some
of our outstanding African American
quarterbacks.

Coaches: Dick Vermeil retired as head
coach of Kansas City Chiefs.

Steve Mariucci fired as head coach of
Detroit Lions.

Mike Tice fired as head coach of
Minnesota Vikings.

Mike Sherman fired as head coach of the
Green Bay Packers.

Jim Haslett fired as head coach of the New
Orleans Saints.

Don Capers fired as head coach of the
Houston Texans.

Unpredictable, I’m bout’ to do something
I never done before. Make changes this year.

Hey everybody and welcome to a New
Year and hopefully a lot of new you’s. My New
Years resolution as always is to keep it real.
That has been my resolution for the last 6 years
and I think it works very well for me. We have
had a lot of changes in the entertainment
business as far as breakups, hookups and
pregnancies, which seem to really be the in
thing to do. Well let’s see what new changes
and interesting gossip they have for us.

Since I used words to his new song, I want
to give a great big congratulation to Jamie
Foxx. He has come a long way since In Living
Color. His new album Unpredictable is in
stores now. His hit single, Unpredictable also
includes the man with the famous words, “if
you want to go Platinum I’m who you should
get,” Ludacris.  So go and a cop this bangin’
cd cause its hot. Also visit his new website at
www.jamiefoxx.com.

A New York police sting has led to the
arrest of two New Jersey men who allegedly
attempted to extort $1 million from Jennifer
Lopez and husband Marc Anthony in
exchange for their June 2004 wedding video.
Tito Moses, 31, and Steven Wortman, 40,
were arrested in New York City on December
26, 2005. After negotiating with the star’s
lawyers, and meeting with cops posing as
associates of Anthony’s the two were arrested
and have been charged with conspiracy,
attempted grand larceny and possession of
stolen property, reports the New York Post,
which also says that Moses has past
convictions of manslaughter, theft and
weapons possession. The tape of the of Lopez
and Anthony’s  marriage ceremony was on
his laptop computer, which was stolen along
with the singer’s Cadillac while he was
shooting a music video in New Jersey on Oct.
30. The car was later found but the computer
was not in the car.  After the theft, TV’s Access
Hollywood received a phone call from
Moses, offering the video in exchange for a
high price, according to police. After the show
and other media outlets reportedly turned
down Moses and Wortman’s offer, Moses
contacted Anthony’s production company,
where a NYPD detective began negotiations,
the Post reports. Assistant DA Jordan Arnold
told the paper that the duo “essentially held
(the tape) for ransom” and “threatened to
destroy” it unless their financial demands
were met. When will J-Lo ever be out of the
spotlight? As long as there are men who are
willing to marry I think never.

On December 22nd, pop star Gwen Stefani
announced that she and her husband Bush
guitarist-frontman Gavin Rossdale, are
expecting their first child together. She and
Gavin have been married since 2002 and have
been dating since 1995. This will be Stefani’s
first child and Gavin’s second. He has a 16
year old daughter Daisy Lowe, with fashion
designer Pearl Lowe, who he found out was
his daughter I n 2004 after taking a DNA test.
Congratulations to Gwen and Gavin.
Sources: www.teenpeople.com,
www.jamiefoxx.com

Marquita Ware is the Production /Layout
Coordinator and a writer for NLCN. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

What It Iz
In the Biz

Marquita Ware

DARK WATER (**1/2) The latest
Americanized remake of a Japanese horror
film follows an unstable mother (Jennifer
Connelly) haunted by parental neglect while
involved in a divorce settlement. When she
tries to prepare herself and her 5 yr old
daughter for a new life living in a seedy
apartment building with a leaky apartment
above her where a young girl was found dead
by downing years before, a spirit haunts them.
The spirit, however, wants the soul of
Connelly’s child in this struggle of motherly
instructs over mental trauma. Quite eerie by
its dark mood and atmosphere. This is a stylish
and often clever thriller that draws more on
the characters than shock value moments. R;
110min. Touchstone Home Video

THE GREAT RAID (***) This World
War II drama involves a long lost but not
forgotten event after the Pearl Harbor
bombing. In which 120 well trained but
untested Army rangers must somehow rescue
500 weak and sickly U.S. POW’s being held
inside a Japanese guarded concentration
camp in Cabanatuan.  Benjamin Bratt gives
a convincing performance as the gung ho
colonel. Ralph Finnes plays the malaria
stricken U.S. army major who struggles to
keep his men in check from the ruthless
Japanese military police and return to his
true love, a multi ethnic American nurse

(Connie Nielsen) involved with the Philippine
underground movement to gain medical
supplies for the injured and sick soldiers and
natives. Powerful “profiles of courage” stuff.
R; 132min. Miramax Home Video; Available:
Jan. 10

THE GOSPEL (***)  An “old school”
Baptist church hits hard times against the growth
of the mega churches and its ailing founder
bishop (Clifton Powell) that brings back his
prodigal son (Boris Kodjoe), now an “R. Kelly-
type” singer who must confront his family, faith
and priorities. But more important, oppose his
former church-mate, now an ego-centric
minister (Idris Elba) with a troubled marriage
over the church’s future and direction. A good
mixture of gospel music and human melodrama
that gets its message and stories across without
heavy soap opera and cliché-like influences.
PG; 111min. Sony Pictures Home Video

THE BROTHERS GRIMM (***)  Script
within its adventures dialogue references and
excerpts from their fairy tales; Matt Damon and
Heath Ledger portray the infamous storyteller
as fake demon-busters whose trickery done for
personal profit, will be exposed and their lives
terminated by the French colonel (Jonathan
Pryce). When the brothers are assigned to find
11 missing children trapped somewhere in an evil
enchanted forest. Where a dead queen needs their
soul to rejuvenate herself back to life. A wildly
imaginative adventure from “Monty Python”
alum and eccentric filmmaker Terry Gilliam that
is more for the adults than the kids. PG-13;
118min. Miramax Home Video

HUSTLE AND FLOW (***)  Terrence
Howard delivers an earthy, yet passionate Oscar
worthy performance as a street pimp with a heart
and purpose who decides to fulfill a life long
dream of being a rap artist. The personal quest
helps provide hope and enlightenment to his trio
of hookers and a married church-goer turned

record engineer (Anthony Anderson). A gritty
atmospheric movie done with inspiration and
intelligence. R; 120min. Paramount Home
Video; Available: Jan. 10

THE CAVE (*1/2) A group of
oenologists and adventurers team up to
investigate an ancient cave system in the
Romanian forest. Where they finds
themselves being pick off ala “Ten Little
Indians” from being trapped inside and
trying to find a way out and survive the slew
of predator creatures that have already
infected their leader (Cole Hauser) in this
weak horror adventure. Well at least, being
the only black (Morris Chestnut) in the cast
is given a better chance to survive than usual.
PG-13; 97min. Sony Pictures Home Video

SECUESTRO EXPRESS (***)  In this
gritty, third world, urban crime drama,
kidnapping for profit is a ruthless way of
life that can turn dangerous in the rural
streets of Caracas. Where a ruthless street
gang target a well-to-do couple (Mia
Maestro and Jean Paul Leroux), kidnapping
the woman who is the daughter of a wealthy
businessman (Ruben Blades). R; 87min
Miramax Home Video

David Schultz is film critic for NLCN
and other publications. To comment on

this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

ON VIDEO
Complied and Reviewed by David Schultz

John C. Reilly, Jennifer Connelly and Ariel
Gade in Touchstone Pictures' Dark Water

Taraji P. Henson, Paula Jai Parker, Terrence
Dashon Howard and Taryn Manning in Paramount
Classics’ Hustle & Flow
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“A true witness delivereth souls; but a deceitful witness speaketh lies.“. – Proverbs 14:15

GLORY ROAD (***1/2) From the

sudden regularity of underdog sports team
movies in recent years that have their share
of characters brought together by a self-
righteous and determined coach, is Glory
Road. It’s latest offering to kick off the New
Year like “Coach Carter” did in 2005. Self-
touting on its opening credit line of “based
on a true story of a team that changed
everything”, might sound cocky and arrogant
until one observes what the players and coach
have to overcome and the numerous “firsts”
achieved before and beyond their quest to the
NCAA championship in the late 60’s.

The true story involves two unlikely
elements brought together that ultimately
made a difference during the racial backdrop
in 1965 .Josh Lucas plays Don Haskins, a
coach of a successful all-girls high school
basketball team who is given the chance to
coach collegiate basketball for a small, poorly
financed college, Texas Western in El Paso.

The only black recruit is Bobby Joe Hill
(Derek Luke), a short in stature, but long on
talent and ability that Haskins offers a
scholarship to play on his team. But Hill won’t
accept under the visible condition of being
the only black in the background on an all
white team.

Haskins assures the youth that won’t be
the case. Haskins and his assistant travel and
recruit seven black players, from the streets
of South Bronx, NY and the steel mills of
Gary, Indiana.

Naturally, the team begins a winning steak
from their roster.  But the film changes its
mood  when one of the black players ventures
into a washroom of a white populated diner
after a road game; where he’s beaten by four
whites while his teammates are unaware,
awaiting their food order. This racially
motivated incident begins to affect the team

into losing their first game. But
these situations allows for the
overdue confrontation within
the team between the whites
who suddenly feel like a
minority. Compared to their
black teammates who have been
a minority for most of their lives
who have felt more than just
discriminated against.

“Glory Road” is sort of like
a little bit of “Hoosiers” and
“Friday Night Lights” meets

“Remember the Titans” from producer Jerry
Bruckheimer who might be minus his usual
over-the-top blockbuster effects.  Beyond
certain moments and events that are expected
in a film where a white guy coaches a mostly
black team; “Glory Road” is a human story
that isn’t shy in making the statement that is
reflected in the film on how blacks changed
the game of basketball. This is a significant
area to this movie that is just as important as
becoming the first time blacks that were
allowed to play in Div. 1 basketball in the
South in 1965.

“Glory Road” is quite a crowd pleasing
movie that is inspiring and courageous against
a period in time of prejudice and ignorance
that still doesn’t seem that long ago. And a
little more well defined through its characters
and story than most films of this genre.

PG-13; 120min. A Walt Disney Picture
Release – Opens Fri. Jan. 13 at selected
theaters

THE LIBERTINE (**) Johnny Depp
delivers a devastating performance in this 17th

century period piece about the self-destructive
Earl of Rochester, John Wilmot, a real-life
figure who died in 1680 at age 33 from his
years of heavy drinking, sexual exploits and
syphilis.

Known as a poet with witty repartee,
Wilmot is summoned back to London from
his countryside exile in Oxfordshire by King
Charles II( John Malkovich) who wanted
some kind of positive written documentation
by Wilmot to validate his liberal reign, which
prohibited  theaters and other forms of
entertainment after the Puritan shutdown.

But Wilmot is not completely cooperative
upon his return. He rather makes judgmental
comments; consumes himself with heavy
drinking and whoring ways (He was also

bisexual, which is only hinted at in
the film) with his cohorts, a WASP-
ish wannabe playwright Sir George
Etherege (Tom Hollander) and
professional man of humor and
leisure, Charles Sackville (Johnny
Vegas).

However, when Wilmot attends
the theatre and witnesses the bad
performance of a stage actress,
Elizabeth Berry (Samantha Morton).
The Earl makes a bet with his friends
that he can teach and improve her acting skills.
And thereafter in between their stage sessions,
Wilmot begins to apply his whoring ways with
Elizabeth.  This affair evolves into a
passionate love affair as his mistress that
seems to come too late in Wilmot’s life.

“The Libertine” doesn’t leave much room
for emotions for these characters. It is all too
little, too late for this sordid and sad movie
that travels from debauchery to boredom.

R; 114min. A Weinstein Company Picture
Release – Opens Fri. Jan. 13 at selected
theaters

MATCH POINT (***1/2) A “Woody
Allen Film” that isn’t. “Match Point” is
possibly Allen ‘s most mainstream movie in
recent memory  Not to mention, the

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz

inspiration that must have emerged making
his first non-New York location, the movie
that was filmed in London must have had on
the script and characters seems to have
recharged Allen’s  cinematic skills. This is a
dramatic film about people each at the
intersections of their lives in a story about
ambition, success, deception and the indirect
influence of “luck” into the equation.

Jonathan Rhys-Meyers stars as Chris
Wilton, an Irish born former tennis pro who
is a pouty cad who has always come up short
through his endeavors. Until he accepts a job
as a tennis instructor that leads him into a cozy
office job working for a banking family that
elevates himself to the top of London social

See Flicks page  11
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Petty’s Exterminating Company
1515 S. Pulaski Rd. Chicago, IL 60623

(773) 277-0437 Fax: (773) 277-1857
Email: kpetty1941@aol.com

Protection of Health and Safety of Customers and Employees
 * Illinois Department of Public Health Certified Technicians

 * Certified Food Service Sanitation  * Demolitian Rodent Inspections

Guaranteed ResultsQuality Service

Commercial & Industrial
Insect * Termite * Rodent * Bird * Pigeon  Control
(Complete Do-It Yourself Kits) Sales and Service

“49 YEARS SERVING CHICAGO”

Business Cards

COME IN AND TALK TO SOMEONE IN PERSON.

You Need Them, We Make Them!!
The North Lawndale Community News

1211 S. Western Suite 203 - Chicago, IL. 60608

Or you can call at: 312/492-9090

Or you can Fax us at: 312/492-7162

$15
$25
$35

250

500

1000

Quantity Black & White Spot Color Full Color

$35
$25

$50
$50
$40

$70

ADVERTISING
REPRESENTATIVES

NEEDED!

GENEROUS COMMISSIONS

TRAINING PROVIDED

FOR MORE INFORMATION

PLEASE CALL BROOKE STODDARD

AT 312-492-9090

your meal.
Customers have his or her favorite

meals one customer, Gregory Thomas who
has known the family since their early roots
in the business says that his “favorite sauce
is mild.”  “Back in the day I enjoyed the
rib-tip combo mixed on a Friday night,”
Thomas said.  “That consists of a order of
rib-tips, and a hot link sausage”.    His
expression softens as he speaks of the
respect that the McGhee’s has from his
family as well as the community.

Denise C. Hill said that her mother and
father grew up with the McGhee’s, and
Annie McGhee (sister), is member of their
block club.  “They are the type of family
that will always be there for you when you
need them”, she said.

EVERYTHING MUST CHANGE
“Gentrification”, is the buzzword on the
Westside of Chicago and many businesses
are reeling at the thought of higher taxes
and utilities bills.  The stress of being able
to afford the rising cost of meats and other
food products at times has overwhelm him,
“we haven’t been extremely profitable, but
we always had a job”, he says, and “you
can’t complain about that.”

Frank McGhee desire was to pass
the business on to their children.  “All of
our children are grown, and into different
careers.  They have watched us worked so

hard over the years, and have decided not
to be a part of it,” he said. He states that
after the five siblings who are running it now
– retires, than it would be the end of its
“family legacy”.  His future plan is to
purchase more property on the Westside,
during this period of new growth, and
changes in the dynamics of this community.
In the meantime, Rib Bazaar will be grilling
and barbequing ribs, chickens, hotlinks and
other fresh meats and fish, topping them
with the McGhee’s family sauce!

“What kind of sauce do you want – Hot,
Mild or Mixed?” For more information
contact: 773/379-4177 Rib Bazaar is
located at 5419 W. Madison St.

Priscilla Lucas is a North Lawndale
resident and a journalism major at
Columbia College. Priscilla is a student
intern at NLCN. To comment on this article
visit our weblog at www.nlcn.org.

Sauce from page 5
have morphed into an underdog aspiration,” and,

“The approach to resolving an epidemic
begins with understanding the origins of it, the
causes and effects,” and,

“The muscular irrationality of a gang’s instinct
to survive is used to justify any wrongful act, even
at the expense of a family member, stranger, friend
or foe,” also,

“Trying to stop belligerent gangs from
retaliating against each other is difficult.
Retaliation brings a sense of machismo and an
earned street “rep” (reputation),” and,

“There is no quick-fix remedy for the gang
epidemic.” Further on into a section called the
Proclamation, Williams speaks against female and
child abuse, and against committing mayhem
among each other.

There is a model of an agreement for Gang
Membership Renunciation with a clause for gang
disassociation, “ . . . without the threat or
enactment of ridicule, violence or retaliation.”

There are other model forms such as, a
Perpetual Peace Accord For Opposing Gangs; a
Peacekeepers’ Oath; a document pertaining to
Buffer Zones; and a draft of a Final Note From
Tookie where Williams wrote, “[i]t is a common-
sense approach . . .” and, “I hope that my insight
will move society - including gang members - to
draft from this peace protocol and make it work.”

After reading these documents it is obvious
why thousands of law-abiding citizens and other
people who would have hated Williams for the
crimes he was said to have committed, instead
advocated for a stay of execution on his behalf.

But will Williams’ protocol, letters,
penetrating apology, along with his children’s

books and memoir reach the people he intended
them to benefit?  Will his “common-sense” advice
make any kind of impact on the people he meant
to advise?

“It is hard to frighten youth who see prison as
a badge of honor,” wrote Judy Briscoe, director
of a delinquency prevention program.  “Tookie
has achieved that delicate balance.”

The ideals and ideologies of gang and street-
life are extremely embedded into the people who
adopt them, and perhaps Williams would have had
a better chance of reaching his intended mass if
he had been on this side of prison walls at the
time of his writings.  And  then, if he had been,
would he have been the man that he turned out to
become in prison?

It really is a common-sense approach, but will
gang members and organizations with the gangster
powers they possess, take Williams to heart, or
will they toss his suggestions and get on with their
chosen ways of life?  Will they simply see Williams
as just a man who got caught?

There was a lot written and talked about the
issue of whether Williams deserved the death
penalty, whether he was reformed or not, and even
whether or not he was guilty. Stanley Tookie
Williams was, however, a man who made it public
to whoever would listen that “[p]rison is where
men sometimes go stir-crazy. . . “  Stanley Tookie
Williams also made it public though, ironically
that once a man is found guilty of murdering
another man, he sometimes is condemned to
execution no matter what good deeds he does, or
pleas he makes to have his life spared.

Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson is a poet and
writer for NLCN and Residents Journal. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at:

www.nlcn.org.

Tookie from page 5

President Campbell in spring of 1995.
Kwanzaa has been growing ever since.

This is the 11th year of the event at
Malcolm X. Again, it has fulfilled its promise
of “Reclaiming our Cultural Heritage”. Below
is a list of Kwanzaa Days.

December 26th UMOJA - (UNITY) - To
strive for and maintain unity in the family,
community, nation and race.

 December 27th KUJICHAGULIA-
(SELF-DETERMINA TION) - To define
ourselves, name ourselves, create for ourselves
and speak for ourselves.

 December 28th UJIMA-(COLLECTIVE
WORK and RESPONSIBILITY) - To build
and maintain our community together and
make our brother’s and sister’s problems our
problems and to solve them together.

 December 29th UJAMAA-
(COOPERATIVE ECONOMICS) - To build

and maintain our own stores, shops and other
businesses and to profit from them together

 December 30th NIA-(PURPOSE) - To
make our collective vocation the building and
developing of our community in order to
restore our people to their traditional greatness.

 December 31st KUUMBA-
(CREATIVITY) - To do always as much as
we can, in the way we can, in order to leave
our community more beautiful and beneficial
than we inherited it.

 January 1st IMANI-(FAITH) - To believe
with all our heart in our people, our parents,
our teachers, our leaders and the righteousness
and victory of our struggle.

Kwanzaa, like all holidays, has its symbols
and rituals. Celebrations can take place in
homes or at larger community gatherings.
Coming together in unity is important because
families, especially the children, can
participate fully during Kwanzaa by discussing
and practicing the principles of the day.

Kwanzaa from front page
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APARTMENTS

FREE CLASSIFIED AD WITH A DISPLAY

AD OF 1/8 PAGE OR LARGER.

NOW HIRING AUTOMOBILES
TOYOTA ON WESTERN– Used cars,
vans, suv’s, trucks, including certified used
Toyotas. Trade-in’s welcome, flexible
financing. Sale hours 9am-9pm Mon-Thurs,
9am-6pm Sat/Sun. 6941 S. Western Ave.
773/776-4016.

APTS FOR RENT – 2+3 bdrms apts
available. Mewly remodeled. 4200 W. 21st
Place. Walking distance to the blue line.
Utilities not included. $875/$975 mo. Sec.
8 welcome. Please call 773/895-2024.

JANUARY SPECIAL!  ALL CLASSIFIEDS

ARE $15 & NOW HIRING CLASSIFIEDS ARE

$10 TO PLACE AD CALL 312/492-9090

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Home-Based Business

 NOW OPEN!!!

                _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

 
 

 
 

 
_

_
_

_
_

_

 
 

 
 

 
_

_
_

_
_

_

          _ _ _ NEW OFFICE SPECIAL _ _ _

$25    Exam & 4 X-rays
Consultation

    
   

We Accept All Major Insurance,
Medicaid Card & Kidcare

 (Value $115)

OFFICE SPACE
2 OFFICE SPACES  FOR RENT – 3708 W. Roosevelt Rd. $200-$350. Month to month leases. Please call 773/
638-1700

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO BUY, SELL, TRADE, RENT OR ANNOUNCE? DO YOU WANT TO BUY OR SELL A CAR? ARE YOU LOOKING FOR

EMPLOYMENT OR LOOKING TO HIRE? YOU CAN BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE OR TRADE WITH RESIDENTS OF NORTH LAWNDALE, AUSTIN, GARFIELD, PILSEN

AND THE MIDWEST COMMUNITIES. JUST CALL AND ADVERTISE IN THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS’ CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE.

THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS’

CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

HELP WANTED– Busy mortgage company seeking p/t
administrative help. Must have 2 yrs. office experience. Fax resume
to 312/421-8909.

CALL 312/492-9090 TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD!

HELP WANTED – Licensed barbers, shoe shiners, experienced
shoe repairmen. Call Henry Smith. At 911 Shoe Repair. 773/277-
8205.

HOME-BASED BUSINESS – Have you
heard? Avon has a place for you. Unlimited
earnings. Work own hours. Please call
Estelle at 773/474-4263. Independent rep.
Buy or sell.

THE CTA HAS SCHEDULED THREE “TOWN HALL” MEETINGS on its ‘West
Side/West Suburban Corridor Study’:  All of the meetings will be held at 6:00 p.m. on the

following dates: Tuesday, January 10th: at the University of Illinois-Chicago Student
Center - 828 S. Wolcott, Wednesday, January 11th: at the Tenth District Police District

HQ, 3315 W. Ogden and Thursday, January 12th: at the Forest Park Community Center,
7640 W. Jackson Blvd in Forest Park, IL. For more information contact Neighborhood
Capital Budget Group’s Campaign for Better Transit at: 312/939-7198, extension 3868.

A POLITICAL MEETING FOR THE 2006 ELECTION year will be held on Saturday,
January 17th at 8 a.m. at Edna’s Restaurant located at 3175 W. Madison.

elite.
Feeling bored by the strict

structure of his married life. Chris
develops a secretly intriguing
infatuation toward Tom’s wife of
six months, Nola (Scarlett
Johansson), an aspiring actress
with no future that Tom ends up
leaving for another woman.

Naturally, their divorce leads
to Chris developing a romantic
affair with Nola who ultimately
begins to pressure him when she
reveals that she’s pregnant with his
child. Now he is trapped in a
dilemma that leads to a choice of
either staying or leaving his secure
life of wealth and comfort for a
woman with nothing beyond her
pregnancy.

Even though Allen’s script
allows for some more “luck’ to
intervene in the film’s finale that
suggests a perfect crime, we can
see the change in the incident has
caused in Meyers’ character in the
film’s final frame shot. While
feeling ourselves being captivated
by the unconventional approach
and the heavy encounters that
allows us to better enjoy and
absorb this Wood Allen film.

R; 124min. A DreamWorks
SKG Picture Release – Opens Fri.
Jan. 6 at selected theaters

2005: THE YEAR IN
REVIEW IN MOVIES

There was an ample amount
of good movies that could not
stimulate the financial slump out
at the box office. Even what were
considered bad movies weren’t
really that awful (with a few
exceptions). The list for best
movies clearly outweighed the
lack of bad movies to choose for
either of my lists. But here goes
anyway….

MY TEN BEST MOVIES OF
2005

1. CRASH
2. BROKEBACK

MOUNTAIN
3. SYRIANA
4. MUNICH
5. KING KONG
6. CINDERELLA MAN
7. THE CONSTANT

GARDNER
8. GOOD NIGHT AND

GOOD LUCK
9. HUSTLE AND FLOW
10. 40 YR OLD VRIGIN
Honorable Mentions:   “Best

of Youth, “The New World”, “Me
and You and Everyone We Know”,
“Millions”, “Murderball”,
“Grizzly Man”, “March of the
Penguins”; Aliens of The Deep’,
”Junebug”, “Walk The Line”,
“Pride and Prejudice”, “Sin City”,
“Nine Lives”.

MY TEN WORST MOVIES
OF 2005

1. Dukes of Hazzard
2. Son of the Mask
3. Deuce Bigelow European

Gigolo
4. Aeon Flux
5. Are We There Yet?
6. A Lot Like Love
7. The Adventures of Sharkboy

and Lavagirl in 3D
8. Bewitched
9. The Legend of Zorro
10. Because of Winn Dixie
 Honorable Mentions: “Be

Cool”; “Man of the House”,
“Fantastic Four”; “Rebound”,
Yours, Ours and Mine”; “Guess
Who”; “Herbie: Fully Loaded”;
“Monster–in-Law”; The

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy.

Flicks from page 9

2 Apts For Rent - 3 bedroom east Garfield
area, 343 S. Trumbull, across from Bethany
Hospital. 1 bath, back porch deck, secure
parking, laundry room $1100 to $1400,
tenant pays utilities,

CONDO FOR RENT – 2 bdrm, 2 bath,
with jacuzzi. 3 minutes from Loop.
Hardwood floors, washer/dryer, fridge,
stove, dishwasher. Central air/heat. Ceiling
fans. Secure parking. Contact Jay Cambry
Realty at 312/617-2826.
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Full Tune-Up
Service

6cyl.
$179.00

4 cyl.
$159.00

  8cyl.

 $199.00

Includes plugs, wires, fuel filter, air
filter, P.C.V. valve cap, rotor, oil

change and filter.

MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear
Brakes Service

Includes installation of front
pads, inspect inspect rotors,

wheelbearing, calipers,
hydraulic system and road test.

Pads and shoes extra.
MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

$59.99

Front or Rear

MufflersStruts Converter

$19.99

$199.00
$119.99

Inspect exhaust
system for leaks.

Labor Extra.
MOST CARS &

LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

Installed
INSTALLED

INTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTAAAAATETETETETE
Muffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & Autututututomotivomotivomotivomotivomotive Re Re Re Re Repairepairepairepairepair

22222158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

ChicagoChicagoChicagoChicagoChicago
773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0122122122122122

4 Locations to Serve You!
Ogden & Western 312-733-5333

Diagnostic
Testing

$39.99 $39.99

Radiator
Flush

OIL CHANGE,
FILTER, TOP OF
THE FLUIDS &
ENGINE FLUSH

$39.99

The Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) changed the way you
pay your fares when riding their buses. Instead of the usual fare
hike, they are trying to eliminate riding ad paying cash. The new
fare structure was put into effect on January 1, 2006. Most of the
fares remain the same except if you pay with cash. If you ride the
bus and pay with cash the fare will be $2 and a transfer will not be
issued to you. So when transfer to the next an additional $2 will be
needed. You don’t really understand well neither did I at first. I think
they are trying to eliminate the process of using money and also
jobs. Earlier this summer I read hat the CTA was having financial
difficulties with their budget. So I guess this was the new way to
solve the problem, by eliminating the people whose jobs are counting
and transporting the money made from riders through CTA will be
out of jobs because most people will be using fare cards. The CTA
needs to better explain the process to some people, because a two
minute slot on the news and pamphlets that some of the drivers
don’t even acknowledge are available is not going to help.

I was riding the bus to work and a young lady got on the bus
and put four dollars in the machine. So we were riding and I realized
no one was with her. After talking with her, she was at an
understanding that she would get a transfer if she paid her two
extra dollars. After she realized that was not going to happen, I
asked the driver if someone can get on using the extra fare she had
paid and give her their two dollars and he said no, he might get
into trouble. Now there have been many times I have seen people
get on the bus (not just the ones pretending to be crazy), with no
fare or not all of it and he couldn’t let the girl retrieve her two
dollars that way.  Anyway, I have researched this new fare structure
and have come up with some helpful hints for us riders who still
don’t understand.

Full fare one way will be $2. No transfer will be available so
another $2 will be needed for the next bus ride. If you have the
transit card which is the card that you purchase at vending machines
in rail stations and money is deducted from it is $1.75 for one way
and $2 for transfers. Now if you ride the L-train with this card, it is
$2 for one way and an extra $.25 when you need to transfer.

Now the Chicago Card which I have and I think is the best
method, is $1.75 for one way and extra $.25 when you transfer. This
fare is the same for the bus and the L-train. The Chicago Card can
be purchased at the vending machine or offsite Touch-n-go devices.
You can add value and the minimum is $1.75. Some currency
exchanges have the cards which are free (the $5 fee is waived through

March 31, 2006). I
purchased on that
has no value and
added the amount I
wanted at my local
currency exchange.
I found out that
some can be
purchased with a
$20 (plus $2
because you get
10% for every $20 added to the card) value already on the card.

The Chicago Card Plus is the same as the Chicago Card except
you add value to it with your credit card or transit benefit dollars,
or you can purchase it as an 30 day pass. You can check the value
online or by calling CTA customer service.  Both of the cards can
be registered. The Chicago Plus Card registration is mandatory
and you must have an email address. This helps prevent against
lost or theft and the CTA will restore the balance that was on your
missing Chicago Card at the time of notification. The replacement
fee is a non-refundable $5.

CTA also have different passes available. Full fare passes are
1-Day Pass $5, 7-Day Pass $20, 30-Day Pass $75. Visitor passes
are 1-Day Pass $5, 2-Day Pass $9, 3-Day Pass $12 and 5-Day
Pass $18. These passes are activated with first use and cannot be
shared or recharged. They are available at Currency Exchanges,
select Jewel/Osco, Dominick’s and Cub Foods stores, and on the
Internet. They are valid on CTA buses, L-trains and Pace.

The reduced fares are as follows: Reduced fare increases from
85 cents to $1 when paying cash. Reduced fare transit cards will
provide a 10 percent bonus for every $20 of value added.  Reduced
fare transfers are not available for cash but remain unchanged at
15 cents for reduced fare customers using a magnetic strip transit
card. Reduced fare 30-Day Pass remains unchanged at $35.
Reduced fare is for children ages 7-11, grade school and high
school students with reduce fare riding permit and seniors and
riders with disabilities with RTA reduced fare permit or card.

I hope I have shed some light on this fare change. If you have any
questions call CTA customer service at 1-888-YOUR CTA weekdays:
7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. (After hours, please leave a voicemail
message.)Email Customer Service at: ctahelp@transitchicago.com
or visit their website at www.transitchicago.com.

The Chicago Transit Authority Unfair Fare
Helpful Tips for Riding the New CTAke

Marquita Ware


