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Boys said the girls talk too
much. Girls said the boys were
jokesters.

Though students at Theodore
Herzl Elementary school have
opposing views on which group
was the most disruptive, they agree
being in separate classrooms has
helped them learn.

Principal Betty Green said
there have been less disciplinary
problems, improved grades and
higher standardized test scores
since the classroom divisions two
years ago.

“We are trying to remove all
barriers to learning,” Green said.
“I have noticed the children are
more focused and engaged in
learning.”

Late last month the U.S.
Department of Education
announced more flexible Title I
regulations which allow more

DIVIDED BY GENDER AND HAPPY
Colleen Freyvogel

flexibility in classroom makeup.
“Research shows that some

students may learn better in single-
sex education environments,”
Secretary of Education Margaret
Spellings said in a release.

The new regulations permit
schools to offer single-sex classes,
but extracurricular activities must
be voluntary.

Green said the students are
between 12 and 14-years-old and
they begin to want attention from
the opposing gender.

Class time was being disrupted
for behavioral problems, students
passing notes and low
performance, according to Green.

“Sometimes boys were more
inhibited to participate in class
because they put on an attitude in
the presence of girls,” Green said.

After meeting with parents and
See Gender page 7

A proposal to freeze electricity
rates over the next three years
failed to pass through the Illinois
House last week, prompting many
Commonwealth Edison customers
to worry about an expected 22
percent rate hike beginning in
January.

House Speaker Michael
Madigan (D-Chicago) helped
draft the bill, which was created
in response to a ten-year electricity
rate freeze that is set to expire at
the end of this month.

The bill fell six votes short of
the necessary 71; however,
Madigan says he will call on the
bill again in January, when only
60 votes will be needed to pass the
bill through the House.

An alternative plan to curb the
rising electricity rates was
proposed by Senate President Emil
Jones (D-Chicago) and House

Utility Rates Rise as Temperature Falls
Chase Castle

Minority Leader Tom Cross (R-
Oswego). Their plan, which would
fade in the rates with an annual 7
percent increase over the next three
years, passed through the state
Senate but is predicted to fail in the
House.

Still, Jones and Cross contend
that their proposal offers the best
compromise to utility providers who
claim Madigan’s plan will lead to
blackouts and possibly bankruptcy.

Madigan and his supporters,
however, are still wary of giving
utility providers the freedom to
control their own rates.

Madigan’s Press Secretary Steve
Brown believes alternative ideas
must be proposed before any action
is taken. “[Madigan’s] view is this
idea didn’t work, let’s acknowledge
that, let’s freeze the rates, and if the
utilities and commerce commission
want to do their job, then some other

proposal should come forward,”
Brown said.

Brown also said Commonwealth
Edison and its parent company
Exelon have been making steady
profits for over a decade, while the
contributions of their customers are
being ignored. “Nobody’s saying
that [ComEd] should operate at a
loss, but let’s keep in mind that it’s
the customers that pay for the plants
that generate the power… so why
should they jack up the profits at
customers’ expense?”

With a freezing cold winter
already hanging over the city, the
number of residents expected to
remain indoors is sure to rise. This has
groups like the Citizens Utility Board
extremely concerned. The board fears
that many low-income residents will
now get a “double-whammy,” with the
need to stay in heated homes arriving
just as utility rates increase.

See Rates page 14

Senate President Emil Jones (D-
Chicago) proposed a compromise rate
hike plan that died in the House

On December 1 Illinois
government officials gathered to
observe World AIDS Day and raise
awareness growing number of HIV/
AIDS infections among African-
Americans in North Lawndale and
Chicago. The event took place at
Dominick’s located at 3240 W.
Roosevelt. World AIDS Day was
started in 1988 to raise awareness
about HIV/AIDS worldwide.

During the four hour event,
HIV/AIDS testing was provided as
well as knowledge about how the
disease can be contracted and how
infection can be avoided. Leaders
also stressed to the audience that
HIV/AIDS has become an epidemic
in the African-American and Latino
communities in Chicago.

   “We as a people have to take

W O R L D  A I D ’ S  D A Y
Zaki A. Muhammad

the AIDS epidemic truly seriously
and stop some the behavior which
cause us to suffer from the disease,”
said State Representative William
Davis.

Davis was alluding to the fact
that communities of color constitute
only 32.6 percent of the U.S.
population, but represent 60 percent
of those infected nationwide. The
exact count is 551,354 of the
929,985 estimated cases of AIDS
cases diagnosed since the epidemic
began in the United States.  Blacks
and Hispanics constitute 72 percent
of people infected with HIV/AIDS
in Chicago and 64 percent of cases
statewide.

 HIV testing and gaining
knowledge about the disease were
also a key major focus of the event.

See AIDS page 14
Jim Pickett (Chicago AIDS Foundation), Congressman Davis, St. Rep. LaShawn
K. Ford and Wynona Redmond, Public Affairs (Dominick’s) take the OraSure HIV
test on World AIDS Day
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Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203
Time: 6:00 p.m.

Date: December 14, 2006 &
January 11, 2006

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
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inform our community on resources, events, and issues
relevant to them and our neighboring communities. Our
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The primary focus for SHS/ NLCN during 2006 is
Health, Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a
good life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of
happiness,  especially in an economic driven society.
Welfare is unavoidable in showing man’s humanity (love)
toward man. All year long NLCN will  focus on  articles
related to health, education and our welfare throughout
our newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the
Westside of Chicago.

There is a great disparity in the health statistics in a
majority of our community areas. This announcement of
newsprint is too small to go into great detail, but some
resources that can help improve our health can be found
in The Sinai Health System’s Improving Community
Health Survey: “The State of Black Health Care”
published as a  supplement in a special edition of the
Philadelphia Tribune and  the Chicago Tribune in
November 2005, and information on the “Natural Cures”
website www.naturalcures.com. NLCN articles and links
refer to other resources that will go into greater detail on
health, education and welfare. The “Natural Cures,” an
interesting  new resource leads to solutions that have been
overlooked by mainstream medicine and some
corporations,  perhaps because of greed or closed
mindedness.

Education can reduce and minimize high rates of
unemployment and underemployment, produce healthier
citizens, and reduce the dependency on traditional welfare.
The West Side is changing, but not always in favor of the
less fortunate who have lived here for years.

Throughout the year, we will connect North Lawndale
residents with resources in their areas. NLCN will
continue to provide news and information on people,
issues, and events that are relevant to our readers, as well
as touch on the focus of our previous years. Becoming an
intelligent people we can also participate and benefit in
making our community a model neighborhood. We hope
by reading this community newspaper,  you will  become
or remain inspired to keep moving foward to a better life.
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How many times have you or a family
member frantically pulled into one of your
neighborhood gas stations, not only to purchase
gas or minor commodities, but to use the
washroom, only to be told in no uncertain terms
by an overbearingly smug station attendant, that
you or your child, couldn’t use what should be
a public courtesy, because the station’s
washroom was either ‘out of order’ or simply
non- existent?

“How could you not have one?”  Some of
us have questioned to ourselves in sheer
disbelief. “Well, what do you use?” I heard one
utterly desperate lady inquire. To which the
attendant, unapologetically replied, “Nothing.”

Some of the more sympathetic station
owners and attendees have even had the gall to
suggest to its current blend of customers that
they relieve themselves in darkened or dimly
lit back sections of the station. These areas are
in litter strewn alleys and doorways, amid the
stench of urine and feces, near trash or garbage
dumpsters, surrounded by filth, vermin and
rodents. Not only are these areas emotionally
disgusting but they are major health hazards as
well.

“In our heart of hearts, we know it’s not
right. But feel powerless in being able to do
any thing about it. So we just take it lying down”
says Thomas Alston of a newly formed group
of concerned citizens, called
Uni-San Hygenics. “We also
know that, this sort of practice
of lying to people about
available washrooms or
referring them out to
darkened, alleyways is
something that would have
never been permitted in some
of your less than colorful
areas of the city and suburbs.

“We patronize and
support these gas stations with
our dollars and community

Community Organization to
Launch Campaign against Gas
Stations without Washrooms

Mikal-Ace Ngubani

acceptance. In doing so, we contribute to and
afford many of them comfortable living
modes. In return, they take our consumerism
for granted and along the way try to, be it
intentionally or not, reduce us to the level of
common animals in the wild, by not
providing proper sanitary facilities, as is
commonly found and prearranged by more
humane and conscientious station owners,
in outer lying areas,” Alston said.

Mr. Alston and board member Dave
Goudy say they are now in the process of
building a boycott effort against those gas
stations and other like-minded businesses,
who accept the “Black dollar” yet don’t have
the capacity or decency to value their patrons
by offering hygienic accommodations.

In the event that some stations state that
their physical space and dimensions preclude
them from building or adding on public
washrooms, the Uni-San Hygenics
Corporation states that they are presently
negotiating with ‘Porta-toilet’ companies to
place services on our premises.

 “First, we will politely ask them to
provide us with the necessary sanitary
services, that prevent us from behaving like
heathens” Alston said. “Then if they refuse,
we will offer to provide them our own, under

See Campaign page 15

Columbia College Chicago and Roosevelt
University are among the many colleges that
sponsor high school summer journalism
workshops for minorities, but are now
considering loosening their admission
requirements in the wake of a class-action
lawsuit alleging racial discrimination against
white students.

The Center for Individual Rights (CIR), a
public interest law firm in Washington, D.C.,
has filed suit against Virginia Commonwealth
University (VCU), the Dow Jones Newspaper
Fund and the Richmond Times-Dispatch. CIR
is alleging that the summer high school
journalism workshop held each year at VCU
is exclusionary and discriminates against
white students.

“Racial quotas do not further diversity in
any way, shape or form,” said Dr. Terrence
Pell, president of CIR. “A segregated program
says it’s okay to use special, separate rules
for certain races. It’s a short step from that to
the more malignant idea that some racial
groups can’t compete on the same level as
everyone else. No one thinks it is right for the
state ever to say that.”

Earlier this year Emily Smith, a 15-year-
old white student at Monacan High School in
Virginia, applied to VCU’s Urban Journalism
Workshop, an intensive two-week summer
camp for about a dozen students held each
year. Pell said the teenager met all of the
qualifications and was offered a spot in the
program, only to have that offer withdrawn
once program officials realized that she was
white.

Officials at VCU declined comment.
With financial help from Dow Jones,

which funds the summer workshops at
Columbia and Roosevelt, VCU has been
successfully getting minority students
interested in journalism careers since 1984,
said Pam D. Lepley, a spokeswoman for VCU.

“In the past, we have considered these to
be successful programs,” she said, “and
obviously we are engaged in them to bring
minorities into a profession where they are

under-represented.” Lepley adds that she is
unsure if the program will continue.

Currently, Dow Jones sponsors 27
summer journalism workshops
targeting Asian American, American Indian,
black, and Hispanic students.

Minorities currently comprise only 13.8
percent of the nation’s journalists, according
to the American Society of Newspaper
Editors. Meanwhile, figures from the 2000
U.S. Census Bureau show that minorities
constitute about a third of the U.S.
population.

A number of white students have applied
and been accepted into his program, though
most of the interest has come from black
students, he said.

Some colleges have avoided possible
lawsuits by advertising their workshop as a
“multicultural” program, thereby suggesting
that it is open to students of any race.

Dr. Christopher P. Campbell, director of
the School of Mass Communications and
Journalism at the University of Southern
Mississippi (USM), said it’s often harder to
attract minority students to the workshops if
it’s not made clear that the program is
explicitly designed for them.  

Campbell should know. While teaching
at the University of Idaho, he started a
minority workshop with funding from
Scripps Howard, another newspaper
foundation. A conservative Idaho weekly ran
an editorial attacking the program as
exclusive and racist. Afraid of a possible
lawsuit, the university demanded that the
word “multicultural” be added to the
workshop’s name. Campbell says some
minority students who had approached him
about the program decided against applying
and others ended up dropping out.

Campbell, who is considering starting a
similar program at USM, knows that he will
likely encounter the same criticism that he
faced in Idaho and says he will probably leave
the word “minority” out of all program

LAWSUIT THREATENS TO END

MINORITY JOURNALISM WORKSHOPS
Wendell Hutson

See Lawsuit page 14
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Health & Spiritual Life

PILSEN RESPONDS TO SHOOTING OF TEENS
Celeste Kennel-Shank

Moms, give your young daughters the gift worth giving
this year.  You can make your doctor’s appointment now or
you can make your appointment at the first of the year but it is
very important that you meet with the doctor, discuss the shot,
and have your daughter take it.  You don’t know what I’m
talking about?  You’ve seen the “Tell Someone” commercials
asking you to tell someone about HPV or Human Papilloma
virus.  HPV is a real danger to people and almost 50 percent
of men and women will be infected with it in their life time.
Now there’s help, prevention in a vaccine.

HPV is an STD or sexually transmitted disease that can
lead to cervical cancer in women.  Cancer is a serious issue
that comes in many forms and types but for an STD to be the
culprit of possible cancer infection is harsh, because STD’s
don’t go away, the risk of cancer doesn’t go away if you have
HPV.

Parents who are wise talk to their children about sex and
condom usage.  Unfortunately, HPV is one disease that can
be spread from skin to skin contact.  Many people may not
know that they’ve been exposed to it and it is possible to pass
HPV onto someone else without ever showing symptoms of
the disease.

A silent predator, HPV infects millions of Americans per
year.  Now there is a hope in the form of a new vaccine of the
possibility of stopping at least one disease from deforming
lives.

The new vaccine, dubbed Gardasil by big drug maker and
distributor Merck, is the only vaccine that may help guard

against diseases caused by HPV.  It is not a cure.  According to
the company’s website at www.gardasil.com:

· GARDASIL may not fully protect everyone and does not
prevent all types of cervical cancer, so it is important to continue
regular cervical cancer screenings.

· GARDASIL is given as 3 injections over 6 months and
can cause pain, swelling, itching, and redness at the injection
site, fever, nausea, and dizziness. Only a doctor or healthcare
professional can decide if GARDASIL is right for you or your
daughter.

The vaccine is intended for women ages 9 to 26.  It guards
against infection of HPV Types 6, 11, 16, and 18.  If you are
personally unfamiliar with any of these types of infection or
any other STD a good source guide is the Center for Disease
Control.  Their web site goes in depth about infections and
rates per state, race, class, etc.

Don’t wait.  Vaccinate your child now.  Just as they have to
take shots to guard against Polio and other diseases that rarely
infect people any more, they should be taking a shot, even as
early as 9, to guard against HPV infection.  A disease that
spreads through skin-to-skin contact is a dangerous, silent
infector.  Rather than waiting until your child is talking and
thinking about sexual activity or old enough to know about the
cervix and cancer, you should be giving her the gift of life.
Remember, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

Angelic Jones is a freelance writer and copyeditor for
NLCN. To comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

The Gift Worth Giving: Make an Appointment Now
Angelic Jones

I ask myself sometimes how would I live each day if I
knew it was my last day alive? Would I eat drink and be
merry, or would I steal kill and destroy, or maybe I would
try to make sure I was prepared to meet my creator? What if
I knew that today was the last day you would live. Would I
take everything from you because you aren’t going to need
it anyway, or would I try to console you and overlook any
offences you do to me.

During the last 24hrs I was with an individual facing the
death of his wife of 32 years. I listened as he talked about all
the things he wanted to say and all the things he wanted to
do for his wife that he may not ever be able to do. I pondered
about the consequences of all the wasted time we allow to
pass without totally committing our lives to Christ. I began
to realize in this journey that at the end we have to answer
no excuses, no debates, no momma said, no daddy said, and
no pastor said just judgment..

How tragic it is for us to take the grace and the mercy of
God which is renewed daily (Lamentations 2:23&24) and
never take the opportunity to truly serve him his way and
not ours and therefore at his return hear the dreadful words
I never knew you. If I truly believe in the God of the Bible
(not of man but of the Bible) then there is not a day that
passes that I should not give my best to lining my life up
with his word.

We trade eternity for simple pleasures for a moment. We
wake up day after day with the knowledge that this flesh is
fading fast and yet we don’t seek our salvation as though

our life depends on it. Deuteronomy 30: 19-20 reads; I call
heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set
before you Life and Death, Blessing and cursing: therefore
choose Life, that both thou and thy seed may live. That thou
mayest The Lord thy God and tha thou mayest obey his voice
(His Word not man’s or traditions) and that thou mayest cleave
unto him for He is thy life. What an awesome God not only
does he give us a test but he turns around and tells us the correct
answer and the consequences and yet we still choose to do the
opposite of what he tells us. Luke 6:46 reads: And why call ye
me, Lord, Lord and do not the things which I Say.

We really owe it to ourselves to man up and line our lives
up according to the Word of God not just follow along blindly
behind any and everybody because we choose to be lazy and
not study and meditate in his word day and night so that we
might be careful to observe his ways (his ways not man’s
traditions).

The conclusion of the matter: all of us that believe in the
Bible. I submit to you that yesterday died last night and if you
wake up and are able to get up and are in your right mind that’s
three blessings off the top .Therefore choose you this day whom
you will serve as for me Calvin C. Crayton I serve The Lord
(YHWH) Remember if you Don’t read the Book you lose the
lesson Word Up.

Calvin Crayton is community resident and writer on
spiritual matters. To comment on this article visit our weblog
at: www.nlcn.org.

WORD-UP:  Appointment With Death/
Everybody Has One

Calvin C. Crayton

Pilsen residents are frustrated over a shooting of two
teenagers, which may have been gang-related.

The boys, 15 and 17, were shot and wounded at 7:14
a.m. on November 28 Tuesday in the 2200 block of West
18th Place, said Officer Marcel Bright, a spokesman for the
Chicago Police Department.

At press time, no arrests had been made, but Bright said
they are pursuing all leads for two suspects.

“[Police are] still looking for two unknown males who
had their faces painted white,” Bright said.

Though the shooting may be gang-related, the victims
are not gang members, said Olga Castillo, a family support
worker with El Valor, a children and family services
organization with offices in Pilsen.

After the shooting, Bright said the 15 year old was taken
to Stroger Hospital of Cook County and the 17 year old to
Mt. Sinai Hospital. The hospitals could not release their
conditions because they are minors.

The shootings have not only affected community groups
but students as well.

“The community is feeling more insecure, because this
happened during the day,” Castillo said.

“A lot of families are afraid, and don’t want their children
to play outside,” she said.

Diana Izquierdo, a senior at Benito Juarez High School,
where the boys attend, said she did not know them directly,
but was upset by the frequency of gang-related violence in
the area. “You’re shocked one day but throughout the days it
just fades,” she said. “And then, you hear about another kid
getting shot.”

She said Juarez teachers sometimes comment on
shootings, but the school usually does not hold an assembly
or official time to talk about the event.  However, she said
holding such an event would be helpful because it would
bring attention to the issue of gang violence.

“It would really bring it to the light,” she said. “We don’t
really talk about it.”

Both boys live across the street from St. Ann Catholic
School, 2211 W. 18th Pl., an area filled with young children
who often experience gun shooting on a regular basis.  Police
said at the time of the shooting no school children were in
harms way because school had yet to start for the day.

Celeste Kennel-Shank is freelance writer for NLCN. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.
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Just like
Jigga, I’m

back. Hands
up now

wave, wave
and wave.

Prison Break star Lane Garrison was in a car
accident late Saturday night. Three teenagers, two
15 year old girls and a 17 year old boy were in
the car also. The boy was taken to Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center were he later died. Authorities
are trying to find out who was behind the wheel
of the SUV which is registered to Garrison.
Garrison who plays “Tweener” on the Prison
Break series had minor injuries. The conditions
of the girls were not immediately released. I
wonder what he was doing in the car with three
teenagers. According to TMZ.com Lane was
involved in another car accident about six weeks
ago.

I know I don’t have to tell Britney and Kevin
are getting divorced. But what I can tell you is
that she has been doing nothing but partying.
From the paparazzi flashing her and revealing
she was not wearing underwear to her going in a
club with pants on and coming out with no pants
on. If she keeps up this self-indulgent act she can
possibly face losing her kids, who I wonder who
is babysitting them. She should have known from
the beginning not to mess with  a back up dancer
she seen what happened when J-Lo did it. That’s
what she gets though. I know Shar Jackson is
just laughing it up.

Monday, December 4th was Jay-Z’s birthday.
He hit 37 years old. He was retired and came
back with another hit album Kingdom Come in
stores now.

Beyonce is holding auditions for men and
women dancers. The dates are Dec. 6-7th at Alley
Kat in Los Angeles, Dec. 9th at Dance 101 in
Atlanta, Jan. 9th TBA(to be announced)  in
Houston, Jan. 11-17th TBA in New York and our
hometown Chicago TBA on Jan.27th.

Usher is now stepping into James Brown
shoes. According to the New York Post, he is
being considered to portray Brown in a big screen
depiction of the superstars life.

Sources: www.msn.com,www.tmz.com and
www.bet.com

Marquita Ware is the Production/ Layout &
Design Corrdinator for the North Lawndale
Community News.

What It Iz
In The Biz

Tekeshia Wesley, Senior at
North Lawndale College Prep

(Marquita Ware contributed to this article)

L a n c e
Garriison of
Prison Break

Art, drama, and music have lead children
on the paths of exploring as well as discovering
themselves. Educators are the key to every
childs dream, from teaching them to think
outside the box, from multiplying their dreams.
Our educational system are Planning on taking
Art, drama and music out of the school systems
to save more money inside the schools.
Educators are contradicting their places in
every child life by not giving them the
opportunity to define, create change, and test
themselves to unlimited heights; and raising
the stakes of the drop out rate.

Maybe people are right when they make
the statement, the world is all about money and
not about helping others. Yes, taking these extra
curricular activities out of the learning
environment will provide more money for
other things such as better computers in a
school or possible better construction if
needed. These things are never the less
important but the construction of the school

and the technology inside a computer is not
what makes a child pursue to his or her greatest
heights. It is the educators and the things that
help the child define their own definition of
pursuance. Having a class that directs a child
into defining themselves, such as art are one
of the goals of the school system. In art, a child
receives the advantages of creating their own
world, which steers them to possibly create
change in the world around them.

Art also allows a child to see the world
through other peer’s eyes and began to
understand other people of different cultures
and other races. Having art in high school,
gives the children early advantages to having
a tool, to begin to test their own world before
college.  Taking Art out the schools system will
delete a child’s ability to imagine their prospect
life on the world.

It is one thing to imagine your world, but
to be able to live it in action is outstanding.
Drama gives you the outstanding opportunity
to have situations and find your way out of
them. Drama also, lets you become anything
you want to be and gives you a backbone of

confidence.  These are the things kids need in
high school. They need strong personalities,
confidence, wits, and to under go self-
reflection. Colleges should want to see a child
who has these things. These are the things that
can make a child independently successful.
Teaching a child is great but for a child to have
confidence in what they do are what makes
them excel. Drama also allows a child to
develop their personality finding out what they
like and what they do not. To be a child and
able to find what you want to do in life before
college is a wonderful thing and saves money
for them and their family. Taking drama out of
the schools system will cause the lack of a child
to find confidence and be afraid of using it.

The educators believe that taking money
away from extra curricular activities such as
drama, art, and music they can put money more
into English, math, history and science. They
feel these are the things that tie together and
will help a child in the real world. This is a
true belief but to a certain existent. Truth is,
that half the things you learn in high school
will not be remembered by the time of

graduation or in the real world. It is all
depending on what field a person wants to go
into. Many kids stick to the statement of all
you need to know in the real world is to count
your money, know how to read, and know your
rights. Extra curricular activities tie in with
everything too.

That’s why they should keep music in the
school system. Music has always been known
to bring different cultures, races and people of
different ideals together. Music is just as
important as English. Both are dealing with
poetry and writing. English is writing on paper
and music is writing with tunes to define
usually the setting of what the writer is trying
to say or express. Music brings understanding
through its tunes. Music helps people come
more in touch with some of their five senses.
It allows you to feel what you are hearing and
touch emotionally what you are feeling. Taking
music out of the schools system will lessen the
student coming together as a team.

Educators teach children to think for

Has the Educational System Failed Us?
Cynthia Collins, Senior at Our Lady of Tepeyac High School

See System page 6

One of the most common causes of
Minorities’ death is being overweight or
obese. We as Minorities have a strong
passion for food. Not many people know
this, but there is a difference between being
overweight and obese. Obesity is defined as
the condition of being obese and increased
body weight caused by excessive
accumulation of fat and overweight is
defined as.

It is also associated with breathing
problems such as asthma and sleep apnea.
Research shows that 64 percent of the adult
in the U.S. population is overweight.
Research also shows that 17 percent of
American children and teens are overweight
or obese, too and the percentages are still
increasing. Being a normal weight has
nothing to do with how you look. It has to
do with feeling good and staying healthy.

Too much body fat can be harmful to
the body in many ways. People gain weight
when the body takes in more calories than it
burns off. Those extra calories are stored as
fat. The more you eat the more fat is stored
in your body.  The problem gets worst as
they continue to eat and eat. Your body is
only supposed to take in so much fat.

The good news is that it’s never too late
to make changes in eating and exercise habits
to control your weight, and those changes
don’t have to be as big as you might think.
So if you or someone you know is obese or
overweight, this article can give you
information and tips for dealing with the
problem by adopting a healthier lifestyle.

Gerald Levert, Luther Ronzoni
Vandross, Jr., and Barry Eugene White were

victims of dying due to weight problems;
neither were obese. Gerald Levert was born in
July 13, 1966 and was known as an American
R&B singer. Levert was also a part of LSG, an
R&B musical group along with Keith Sweat
and Johnny Gill. All of the performing ended
when he died of a heart attack in his sleep while
at his Cleveland-area home.

Luther Ronzoni Vandross, Jr. was born on
April 20, 1951 and was also known as an
American R&B singer. One song that Luther
was famous for is collaborating with other song
artists such as Beyonce. They remade The
Closer I Get to You. Back in 2003, Luther had
a stroke that he never recovered from. Only
by the glory of God did he live to see three

OBESITY: A HUGE PROBLEM
Jasmine Stuart, Senior at North Lawndale College Prep

more years. On July 1, 2005, Luther died at
John F. Kennedy Medical Center in Edison,
New Jersey. He was fifty- four. He was
buried in George Washington Memorial
Park in Paramus, New Jersey.

Barry Eugene White was born on
September 12, 1944. he was known as an
American record producer and singer
responsible for the creation of numerous hit
soul and disco songs. He was known for his
single “I’ve Got So Much to Give.” Not
many people knew, but he had been ill with
chronically high blood pressure for some
time, which resulted in renal failure in the
autumn of 2002. He suffered a stroke in May
2003, after which he was forced to retire
from public life. On July 4, 2003, he died at
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in West
Hollywood. White was 58. His death was
reported as being from renal failure. White
was cremated, and his ashes were scattered
by his family off the California coast.

If it could happen to Gerald Levert,
Luther Vandross, and Barry White, it could
happen to anyone. Many of you are inspired
by the three artists music. Although they are
gone, they will be remembered for the legacy
that they left behind. Let their death be
motivation to encourage you to start healthy
eating habits. You don’t want the cause of
your death to be due to unhealthy eating
habits, causing you to be overweight or
obesed. Minority need to be more
precautious about our health. Food may
comfort you in the heat of the moment, but
in the end it greatly harm you.  If we start a
healthy eating habit now, our weight will not
be an issue later on down the line.

Thanksgiving is a day to show how much
you are thankful for whatever good is going
on in your life. Im thankful for everything that’s
going on in my life, because if I didn’t have
the people I have in my life today I wouldnt be
the person I am now. I think people should be
thankful for whatever they have, because
something is better than nothing. People always
bragg about how they don’t have what they
want, but they do have what they need.

Most people on Thanksgiving day that
don’t have anyone to share thanksgiving with
are the ones that shouldn’t be bragging. We
have things that most people would die for.
People should learn that material things aren’t
as important as people. Some people don’t
have their families. If you have a roof over
your head and some clothes to wear on your

back, your ok.
That’s why I’m thankful all day, everyday

because I got what I need and want. On
Thanksgiving day I was at a shelter
volunteering show the homeless how thankful
I was and show them that I care about them.
They felt since someone new was there
helping around on holidays that someone
cares and Im the person that was there to show
those people that.

Being thankful for anything you got is
good because whatever the facts may be you
always will have something good going on in
your life. Nomatter what it is, even if it is
good or bad you should still be thankful for
the experience. I see it like if a person is living
period, and healthy then they are blessed and
should be thankful for that.

Im the type of person that likes to make
people happy so I do good for whoever I see.
I try my best to make someone fell good about
themself. But all I’m trying to say is that
everybody should be thankful for something
even if its bad or good because everything is
a challenge.

It might affect you in a way that you don’t
want to be treated but you have to deal with
it and get through it. We all have problems
with things that have something to do with
our everyday life for instance bills, children,
or anything. We as kids have problems with
school and our grades, but it’s on us to be
thankful to even be at school and we still have
to get our grades up. So I think everybody
should be thankful for whatever it is they are
going through.

THE REASON WHY IM SO THANKFUL
Nicholas Jordan, Curie High School
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themselves, to use what they learn, and to
apply themselves. They also are key
components outside of the community and
living environment that encourages kids. The
Education system will be failing the children
if their plans are to take art, drama, and music
out of the schools. Each one of these extra
curricular activities shares a major part in
every Childs life.

All the extra curricular activities teaches
a child  to have confidence, interact with
people of different views, races and cultures,
and help some to began to construct their
careers at early ages. These are thing that need
to be in schools not taken out. Extra curricular
activities are the things that make up a school
and things Colleges look for. These extra
curricular activities build a child emotionally
and mentally. These are the areas an educator
should stand and encourage a child  to look
for and not take it away. If a educator takes
away art, drama and music than it is believed
children will show lest interest in schools and
want to drop out or put forth less effort to
excelling.

System from page 5

The world of music has a great impact on
the lives of teens today. All genres of music
influence and or relates to many situations
teens face on a daily basis. Most songs tend
to relate to such issues as relationships, stress,
and feelings. The music listened to by teens
are not limited to what they are brought up
around in fact majority of teens prefer to listen
to listen to all types of music.

 Majority of all teens who listen to music
say they listen to music all of the time. Derrick
Luckie says “I listen to music all the time;
traveling, cleaning, and even studying.”

 The reasons why teens choose to listen
to music vary greatly. Some say they listen to
music because of its stories, it’s entertaining,
they can relate to issues and or obstacles teens
have trouble overcoming.

 Mr. Luckies’ replied that he listens to
music because, “…..it’s a great _expression
of oneself and I find just listening to music
entertaining.”

 Music is also used as a means to vent,
escape; or cope with a stressful situation.
When presented with the question: Do you
use music as an escape route/stress reliever?
Krystal Henderson replied; “Yes; I do use
music as a way to help me deal with some of
the issues I face. The type of music I listen to
depends upon the how I feel about a certain
situation.”

 In fact most teens said that the type of
music that helps them deal with a situation
depends upon the situation. Mr. Luckie
replied; “usually when I’m feeling down or
depressed I listen to blues or majority of the
time I listen to gospel. Those types of music
usually give me tips on how to handle my
situation or inspire me to handle them in a
mature manner.”

 As far as relatin to the songs they choose
to listen to, teens say they relate to R&B the
most. “… most R&B is directed toward teens
and the problems they face.” the reply Mr.
Luckie gave.

 Although R&B is what teens chose the
most they don’t limit themselves to just that
genre of music. Instead, the kinds of music
teens choose to listen to vary. Ms. Henderson
says, “I enjoy all kinds of Music. I listen to
Old School, R&B, hip-hop, Dusties, Pop, and
sometimes I even listen to Rock.”

  So as far as the influence of the music
world upon the everyday life of a teenager, it
plays a major role. Music helps the teen
realize and make important decisions about
how to handle and overcome certain situations
they face daily. It is also seen that the genre
of music matters when it comes down to
certain situations but teens don’t limit
themselves to just one type of music.

THE INFLUENCE

OF MUSIC ON

TEENAGERS
Sheaira Gill, Lane Tech College Prep High

School

R&B Singer Chris Brown

Is gentrification good for North
Lawndale? Gentrification is the buying and
renovation of houses and stores in
deteriorated urban neighborhoods by
upper- or middle-income families or
individuals, thus improving property values
but often displacing low-income families
and small businesses. Is this good for the
neighborhood if they are trying to move us
out? The fact that the neighborhood is
changing is good, but to what extent?

The change that’s being made has
already been pre-planned. By the year 2020
what would the neighborhood look like?
This plan will ruin the lives of the citizens
that have lived in North Lawndale all their
lives.

Change is good, but not all changes are
good. Think about the plan to build new
houses and sell them for prices that are too
high for the people in the community to
afford. So the people are then forced to
move to a new place that is affordable and

it’s not in the North Lawndale community.
For those that own homes are bribed to

sell so that this plan could be enforced. If
some refuse to sell there is always the
eminent domain law. The eminent domain
refers to power possessed by the state over
all property within the state, specifically its
power to appropriate for the public use.

The government can attempt to negotiate
the purchase of the property for fair value.
If the owner does not wish to sell, the
government can file court action to exercise
the eminent domain law. This process is
quite simple for those trying to take
property.

So when you stop and think about the
change that’s being made, is it being made
better for us or them? If in the year 2020,
will we even remember what the North
Lawndale Community? If you just so
happen to move think about riding past your
old house and saying “you see that store
that’s where my house used to be.”

Stop & Think About It
Chardonnay Henry, North Lawndale College Prep
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First there is yelling, sometimes with
muffled sobs. Then sounds of pushing, or
objects breaking. Domestic violence, which
can involve physical and verbal abuse
between spouses or among parents, children
and other relatives, affects hundreds of people
in Pilsen and Little Village.

“It’s a huge problem,” said Lidia
Gutierrez, a court advocate with Mujeres
Latinas en Accíon (Latina Women in Action),
which provides counseling and advocacy for
abused women. “Unfortunately it’s a problem
that is culturally hush.” Gutierrez, a U.S.-born
Mexican-American, said culturally traditional
Mexicans ignore domestic abuse and avoid
leaving a relationship.

 Growing up in Mexico, Mariela
Marcellez, a 19-year-old Truman College
sophomore, said she routinely watched her
father abuse her mother. The situation
climaxed when her father ripped off part of
her mother’s scalp; she was rushed to the
hospital. Marcellez, her mother and her
siblings left for the U.S. soon after. “My father
is the macho man,” Marcellez said.

While domestic violence can occur among
any members of a family, Gutierrez said her
clients at Mujeres’ 2124 W. 21st Place office
are primarily women in their 20s and 30s
abused by their husbands or boyfriends. She
has also served teenage mothers and a few
women in their 60s, and some clients who
are being abused by their children.

In the bulletin of St. Pius V Church at 19th
Street and Ashland Avenue, among scripture
readings and fellowship meal announcements
is a notice: “Are you in a safe relationship? If
not, please contact the parish office.”

“The Catholic congregation opened a
domestic violence counseling program,
Project H.O.P.E., in 2000 when the priest
noticed many women coming to him for
guidance really needed help with abuse,” said
Veronica Lopez, domestic violence counselor
and advocate with the project.

“The church can be a haven from the
abuser,” said Lopez. “Many times it is the
only place the abuser allows them to go
without [him or her].”

Roughly 175 women complete their
program each year, and the office receives at
least seven crisis calls each day. Most are from
Pilsen and Little Village and are parish
members, Lopez said. “It’s amazing that there
are two different agencies in the Pilsen area
and we’re both overwhelmed.”

Friends and neighbors can be key in
ending domestic violence.  “Nosy neighbors
are not always bad,” said Gutierrez. After
hearing fights, neighbors should investigate
the situation, either by knocking on the
person’s door or approaching the abused
person later, “when she goes to throw out the
garbage, anything.

Lopez said, “No. 1, it’s a communal
response and it’s important for women in an
abusive situation to seek help.” Both also
advocated calling the police.

Mujeres staff members have experienced
hostility from neighborhood residents,
Gutierrez said. Their program office used to
be located across the street from an auto body
shop. Men working there would call the
Mujeres staff lesbians and family-breakers,
she said. “Many men do not like us.”

When women stand up to their abusers
and seek help, Gutierrez said, their children
learn domestic violence is unacceptable.

Marcellez said overcoming the violence
helped her toward aspiring to a better life.
“These things affect me in that I want to be
something,” she said.

She teaches other Hispanic women and
girls to speak out against domestic violence.
“They feel embarrassed to say Dad hits Mom,
Mom hits them,” said Marcellez. “They
shouldn’t be scared of talking.”

Celeste Kennel-Shank is freelance writer
for NLCN. To comment on this article visit
our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

‘Nosy Neighbors’ Can Help End
Abuse: ADVOCATES

Celeste Kennel-Shank

Mayor Daley is touting the opening of a
permanent household chemical and
computer recycling center on the city’s
North’s Side as a way to improve recycling
in Chicago and offer job training to ex-
offenders.

The focus of the center, 1150 N. North
Branch St, is concentrated on residents’
safety and well being. By the same token,
the preservation and protection of the city’s
natural resources were also among the
importance for establishing the center. “We
need to dispose of these household
hazardous products responsibly and recycle
where possible to ensure our city maintains
a safe and clean environment,” Daley said.
“We encourage residents to bring these
materials to the [the Goose Island] facility.”

The center costs $3.8 million and it
occupies an area of 24,000 square feet,
according to city officials. On designated

days and times, the facility will receive a
variety of disposable items such as cell
phones, computers, lawn chemicals,
fluorescent lamps and bulbs. Other items
include antifreeze, cleaning products, pool
chemicals, oil-based paints and several other
related items.

Residents can bring those items to the
center on Tuesdays from 7 a.m to 12 and
Thursdays from 2 p.m to 7 p.m. In addition,
the hub accepts drop-offs the first Saturdays
of every month from 8 a.m to 3 p. m.

Meanwhile, the recycling activities will
allow dozens of ex-offenders to receive job
training in order to take advantage of
employment opportunities linked to the
recycling program. At least, 60 ex-offenders
will benefit from the training, according Gov.
Blagojevich’s aides.

State Senator Ricky Hendon supports the
recycling efforts as he unites himself with the

NEW RECYCLING CENTER OFFERS EX-OFFENDERS JOB TRAINING
Hertz Clyde Dézir

governor on that venture. As Hendon put it,
the project will “expand the markets for a very
important industry in our state and [will]
strengthen its capacity to create more jobs and
continue making a positive impact on the local
economy.” As people are increasingly using
more electronic devices for personal and
business purposes, the world of recycling is
also expanding to e-recycling, short for
electronic recycling.

The Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) defines electronic recycling as “a new
industry emerging to manage the growing
volumes of discarded electronics. In 1999,
recycling and composting activities prevented
nearly 64 million tons of material from ending
up in landfills, according to the EPA.

The benefits of electronic recycling
include more than preventing components
such as circuit boards, plastics and metals
from the landfill, which helps to reduce

pollution. In some cases, it’s possible to
refurbish certain electronic devices for reuse
for different purposes. The Goose Island
center has this capability.

“Many of the electronics will be taken
apart and recycled, while newer computers
will be refurbished through the program and
made available to local schools, churches,
non-profit groups and low-income families,”
Daley said.

The City of Chicago along with the
Illinois Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity, the Illinois Energy
Fund and the EPA funded the center.

For more information, call 311 or log on
to the city’s Web site at
www.cityofchicago.org.

Hertz Clyde Dézir is a native of Haiti
and a general assignment reporter for
NLCN. Hertz is also a journalism graduate
from Columbia College. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

teachers, the local school council voted
unanimously in 2004 to implement single-
gendered classrooms for students in 6th

through 8th grade.
Claudia Hayes, an 8th grader, said she

enjoys learning in an all-girl classroom now.
“It’s kind of hard to believe but it’s less

dramatic and confrontational,” she said.  “It’s
easier to focus on your work because there
aren’t as many distractions. You can hear a
pin drop in our classroom.”

Sadari Jackson, an 8th grader, said girls
and boys used to flirt or fight during class.

“Most girls were trying to put on a show,”
she said. “Now we can focus more. I like it
better with all girls.”

She said often times girls would end up

doing more work when boys were in their
groups.

“I think we (girls) learn more with
projects. Boys don’t put as much work into
it as girls,” Jackson said. “We’re outthinking
the boys.” They are right to a point.

“There has been a tremendous
improvement with the girls’ grades,” Green
said. “The boys grades didn’t raise as high
but I still see a higher level of performance.
The boys have to be taught differently than
girls.”

Green and her teaching staff have altered
the curriculum to be more performance-based
in the male classrooms. Boys can move
around and talk more in their classrooms.

“We are working on teaching strategies
so we can see the boys’ grades improve,” she
said.

The female classrooms focus more on
emotions and presentations.

Brittany Coffee said in her 8th grade class
the students write in journals a lot and
sometimes read them aloud.

“I think we made a bond in our
classroom,” she said. “It would be
embarrassing (in front of boys).”

Carvelle Jeffries and Lanell White, both
7th graders, said they wouldn’t want to go back
to classrooms with girls.

“I think it’s good because I get to learn
more,” White said. “People pay more attention
to their work now instead of the girls.”

He said his test scores have risen because
he is more focused.

“I work harder,” he said. “I concentrate
more.” Green said though separating the
genders has made a positive impact at Herzl
she said it is still important to have the students
interact with one another.

“I think it’s a great thing in terms of having
them gender-specific (classrooms), but I also
think it’s important to have them come

together,” she said.
The students eat lunch at the same time

and participate in activities, like study groups
and assemblies, together, Green said.

Daniel Hammer is one of the few male
teachers in the building.

Hammer, 23, teaches fifth grade but said
in the future he would like to work in an all
boys classroom.

“I know that’s something that definitely
perks my interest,” he said. “I think it’s
important for 7th and 8th graders to see male
teachers just to see that stability.”

Hammer said many children come from
single-parent homes and may not have
positive male role models.

All of the boys agreed if there were more
male teachers they could speak more openly
about their feelings.

“We could express our feelings,” White
said. Currently there are only 3 male teachers
and 50 female teachers at Herzl.

Green said bringing men into the school
See page 15

Gender from front page
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Community People

As it stands right now residents living in
the 29th Ward on the West Side, which
includes the Austin community, will have to
decide whether to vote for Tumia Romero
or incumbent Ald. Ike Caruthers in the next
election February 27, 2007.

Romero, who currently works as the
director of Public Policy and Programs for
Congressman Danny Davis, said while the
29th Ward is considered one of the poorest
and disease stricken neighborhoods in
Chicago, she feels she can still help improve
the area if elected.

“This ward is faced with several
challenges. HIV/AIDS, child abuse and
unemployment, are just a few issues that need
immediate attention,” she adds. “I would like
to use my experience working with legislators
to bring resources and creativity back to the
ward.”

Growing up on the West and South Side,
Romero said she has had her share of hardship
and success. Raised by a single, teenage
parent on welfare, she knows first hand what
challenging situations confront the
community and the next generation of voters.

“I would like to look at the women in the
ward and see how we can improve their
quality of life and be more independent,” she
said.  “I had a baby at 16 and trying to figure

out how I was going to go to work and go to
school was overwhelming, [which is] why I
am proposing a 24-hour daycare.”

The 29th Ward has the highest HIV/AIDS
cases in Chicago and nine out of 10
elementary schools in the district are on the
academic warning or probation, according
Rumero.

And for these reasons, Tumia said a
change is needed in leadership for the 24th
Ward.

“These issues aren’t being addressed on
a state or local level like they should and that’s
one of the reasons why I want to run for
alderman,” adds Romero. “We need to pour

more resources into the schools, not just on
the outside but the inside as well. [For
example], we need to attract more quality
teachers [because] technology has just
begun we need to open our kids eyes to think
beyond all possibilities. I would [also] like
to see every household in the 29th Ward
have a computer.”

But in order for this to happen, Tumia
said state funding, resources and community
awareness must all play a role in reviving
and redeveloping the community.

“Austin can be a much more vibrant and
bright community. It is the largest

community area in the whole state and it has
a lot of positives,” she said. “I would like to
create a community planning program in
which the community, not politicians, decides
what the neighborhood should look like five
to10 years from now.”

Romero will be holding a campaign
fundraiser 7 p.m. on Dec 15th at 195 N.
Harbor Drive. For more information, please
call (773) 626-8481 or e-mail her at
jennifer@tumiaromero.com.

Jasmine Dowden is a general assignment
reporter for NLCN and a graduate of Paul
Quinn College in Dallas, Texas with a
concentration in journalism. To comment on
this article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

WEST SIDE CANDIDATE SPEAKS OUT
Jasmine Dowden

Tumia Romero, candidate for 29th ward alderman

Mark Reed, Garfield, Security Guard
“I defiantly feel like they should

increase it. How much I really don’t want
to get greedy and say 10, 11, or 12 dollars,
but right now if you get a minimum wage
job you just can’t make it, by the math. For
now they’re going in the right direction. I
know they’re working with a budget and
not as simple as saying making it this way.”

WE WANT TO

KNOW ASKS:
SHOULD THEY RAISE

THE MINIMUM WAGE?
 Leroy Burton, Jr.

Irving Griffin, West Side, Unemployed
“They most defiantly should raise the

minimum wage. When I was reading the
paper I saw that they’re raising it to $7.50
in about a year, which is good. Mayor Daley
did a lot of good things for Chicago, but
there are areas that he came up short on. I
believe that raising the minimum wage will
help the poor people take care of their living
expenses. It will do people good to get a
raise because most people have a family
they need to support. It’s no longer just
husband and wife but kids too.”

Adrienne Caldwell, West Humboldt
Park, Customer Service Rep

“Of course they should because the
cost of living in Illinois is steadily rising
and gas is outrageous. Heat is costing more
these winters and $6.50 is barely 3 gallons
of gas how are we expected to make it and
they wonder what jails are full. Chicago
taxes are one of the highest in the country
and $6.50 an hour is gone quicker than its
made if you want my opinion. I think just
to make it you need $9.50. That should
help out a little bit better than $6.50. More
people would look forward to going to
work rather than dread their job.”

If you have any ideas or suggestions
for this column please contact me at:
ww2kn@ yahoo.com.

Leroy Burton is writer for the North
Lawndale Community News. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Johannesburg, South Africa – “Put your
condom in the air. Put your condom in the
air,” yelled a singer, prompting young people
to lift up their hands and wave condoms in
the air.

The crowd of 20 and 30-year-olds came
en masse to support local South African
musicians who were performing during the
HIV/AIDS awareness outdoor concert, Rage
for the Revolution, in Johannesburg.

The evening was about being conscious
of one’s own health and caring enough to
get tested for HIV. Many singers and
spectators wore a thin red thread around their
wrists to make a statement that they had
gotten themselves tested.

With 40 million people living with HIV/
AIDS around the world, in South Africa
alone, nearly two million people have died.
African and international musicians got
ready for World Aids Day, the international
day of action on HIV and AIDS.

To join in the world’s activists on the
terrible disease, Executive Music Producer
Noriko Asano left her hometown of Tokyo
to tour Malawi and South Africa.  She is a
successful businesswoman who has
produced the likes of the Congo-Belgian
group Zap Mama. Asano also decided to

produce a not-for-profit compilation album
called “African Jag Vol.1.”

The Jag Project unites musicians from
Asia and Africa together in one compilation
that “throws questions to people about global
issues and the realities of the children,” said
Asano. She is an imposing woman with short
black hair, who in the space of a weekend in
Johannesburg crisscrossed Soweto in search
of a rapper to produce for her next albums.

The musicians involved in the current Jag
project feel a strong connection with Africa
and hope to bring healing through their music.

“I had a chance to visit the vast land of
Africa, the refugee camp, the HIV wards in
the hospitals.  To be honest, they were all too
depressing,” said DJ HIDE, a Japanese DJ/
Producer, who released his first solo album
in 2005. “But to my surprise, people cheered
me up. Something within me definitely
changed, to have a meaningful life, thank you
Africa.”

In collaboration with DJ HIDE, musician
Judah Manson speaks in his song ‘So Many
Lives’ of the troubles people face in the
aftermath of the disease.

“Bobo (father) and mama (mother) gone.
They both had AIDS
Now He’s with the militia carrying rifles

and grenades. At only 8 years old
At times wishing he was never born at

all”
The album is full of rappers of mixed

backgrounds such as K’naan, an ex-child
soldier from Somali who now lives in
Canada and Shing02, a Japanese man who
grew up in Tanzania, UK and Japan, before
moving to the U.S.

All the artists in the album have donated
at least 10 percent of their copyright
royalties and the publishing company, 20
percent of its net income. One of the main
causes the money raised will go is to help
AIDS orphans in Malawi support
themselves.

An estimated 20 percent of adults in
Malawi are HIV positive. The number of
Malawian infants infected by HIV while in
their mother’s womb is increasing, reaching
83,000 in 2006. It is no longer the drug addicts
or sex workers who are solely affected, but
women and children who are becoming the
most at risk. “In a lot of areas, poverty and
AIDS exist side by side,” said Asano.

The album African Jag Vol.1 is out in
Japan and is coming out soon in the U.S. In
the meantime, you can get more information
on the website: http://www.jag81.com/africa

Rage for the Revolution
Kabuika Kamunga

The Democratic-controlled Senate approved
legislation Thursday that increases the state’s
minimum wage by $1.75 an hour over the next
four years, making Illinois’ new rate the highest
among neighboring Midwest states.

The bill now awaits approval from Gov. Rod
Blagojevich who championed the wage increase
in his successful re-election campaign, and said
he “looks forward to signing it.”

After the current minimum wage of $6.50 an
hour raises to $7.50 next July, it would increase
by 25 cents a year until it hits $8.25 an hour in
2010. Nearly 650,000 minimum wage workers
will earn an additional $2,080 a year as a result
of the legislation, according to Blagojevich.

“People working 40 hours a week, 52 weeks
a year earning minimum wage bring home just
$13,000.  That’s just not enough,” Blagojevich
said in a statement.  “Raising the minimum wage
will make it a little easier for these families to get
by.” 

In 2003, Blagojevich signed legislation that
increased the state’s minimum wage from $5.15
to its current $6.50 an hour.

“So many hardworking people in Illinois are
living paycheck to paycheck, struggling to make
ends meet with the current minimum wage.  The
House and Senate recognizes the importance of
ensuring that parents need not choose between
providing food or paying bills,” said Rep. Cynthia
Soto (D-Chicago), Chief Co-sponsor of the
legislation.

The legislation, approved by a 40-17 Senate
vote, is modified from a bill passed in the same
chamber one week after the Nov. 7 election.
Unlike the original version, the new bill would
not automatically increase the minimum wage
based on the cost of living.

Also, the original legislation prohibited
employers from paying 50 cents under the current
minimum wage to people under age 18. This bill
allows employers to pay 50 cents an hour less
than the minimum wage to some employees
during their first 90 days on the job as well as to
youths under 18.

 The compromise is an attempt to appease
business leaders who are still predicting a loss of

jobs and companies in Illinois.
“The unintended consequence of the wage

is that it will negatively impact the young, the
old and those with the least attachment to their
jobs,” Said David F. Vite, President and CEO of
the Illinois Retail Merchants Association.

Vite, who lobbied against the wage increase,
argued that retail businesses will likely freeze
hiring and cut hours to comply with the
legislation.

But supporters of the measure pointed out
that jobs were not lost when the minimum wage
was raised in 2003. In fact, since January 2004,
Illinois has added more than 152,000 new jobs,
which is more than any state in the Midwest
according to the Federal Bureau of Labor
Statistics. 

“I have heard [that jobs will disappear]. I
heard it 3 years ago when we raised the minimum
wage, and it didn’t happen,” said Illinois AFL-
CIO President Margaret Blackshere. “It’s a phony
argument…it makes me so angry.”

Iowa, Indiana and Kentucky abide by the

SENATE APPROVES MINIMUM WAGE HIKE
Ben Protess

See Wages page 14
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HARRIS BANK AND THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS HONORS

NORTH LAWNDALE’S SMALL BUSINESS OF THE MONTH

PRICE RITE FOOD & DELI

North Lawndale Community News and Harris
Bank are proud to honor Price Right Food & Deli
Store at 2449 West Harrison, as North Lawndale’s
Small Business of the Month for December. The store
is open Mon-Fri: 7:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m.  Saturday:
10:00 a.m. until 8:30 p.m. and Sunday: 11:00 a.m.
until 8:30 p.m.

Tony Pierce, and his six employees recently
celebrated their first year in business and are optimistic
about the future of the store.

When Pierce, 44, decided that he wanted to open
a business in the area where he grew up, the first thing
recognizable to him was that his community didn’t
have a quality store.

“Nothing was in the area that I considered (of
good) quality,” Pierce said.

“I look at how Black people were being treated in
other nationalities store,” he adds. “I looked at how
we (African-Americans) were being taken advantage
of and how we weren’t getting quality food.”

So with the help of local politicians, business
owners and friends that educated him on how to get
this type of business up and running.

Pierce drew from memories of his childhood in
Chicago, as well as Arkansas, when all the families
came together for meals, opting to add a homemade
food service to his store and “Price Right Food &
Deli,” opened its doors.

The store is well stocked with everyday staples of
items needed on a daily basis, but what makes Price
Right unique are the homemade dishes prepared by
Alfreda Gray, Pierce’s sister.

These meals are prepared on what Pierce has
named “Soul Food Sunday,” and many churchgoers’
ventures in for their meals at a $6.50 a plate with
desserts.

“We make homemade food – I go as far as
Arkansas to pick up my mustards, turnips and
collards…and sweet potatoes,” said Pierce.  “I take
that long hike down there to bring that type of stuff
back to the community to show them what real food is
and we make our food from scratch –everything.”

The deli has sandwiches with names of relatives
that you may have in your family:  James Earl, Tyrone
and Ella Mae- all mouth watering sandwiches.  Fresh
soups and salads are prepared daily and there is
nothing that this store doesn’t cover.

Pierce’s future plans includes opening a restaurant
and by implementing “Soul Food Sunday,” is a way
to advertise the food.

“I want to build a store right in this area from the
ground up and I want to have a restaurant, fish market
and a grocery store with a deli all in one area,” said
Pierce.

Pierce is adamant about giving back to the
community.  He stresses the importance of customer
service and those who work for him are reminded of
his ironclad policies.

“Always give people more than what they expect
to get,” is the number one rule he strongly believes.
Common courtesy, excellent customer service,
operating proper customer skills and knowing that the
customer is always right are rules that Pierce instills
in his employees.

The one rule is visibly as soon as you enter this
establishment is that his employees immediately greet
you.

“You must speak to everyone that comes into the
store that’s my main thing you must,” Pierce said. “If
a person is appreciated when they walk into the door
they will not just spend their money, but, they in turn
will feel welcome; and when a person doesn’t feel

welcome they will not come back.”
Pierce believes that basic common courtesy is the key in

maintaining a successful small business.
“Treat people, as you would like to be treated.”

Priscilla Lucas is a North Lawndale resident and a journalism
graduate from Columbia College. Priscilla is a general
assignment reporter for NLCN. To comment on this article visit
our weblog at www.nlcn.org.

Price Rite Grocer and Deli, 2449 W. Harrison From left to right Price Rite employees Canecka Pierce, Angenette
Edwards and Chardon Jenkins

Employee Chardon Jenkins works behind the Price Rite Deli counter
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Economic Development

JACKSON’S NEW PUSH FOR A THIRD AIRPORT
Wendell Hutson
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HOLIDAY RENT SPECIAL
SIGN YOUR LEASE BY DECEMBER

31ST AND QUALIFY FOR

ONE MONTH’S
FREE RENT

At

LIBERTY SQUARE
ON INDEPENDENCE AT LEXINGTON

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR

DELUXE 3 BDRM/2 BATH UNITS

STARTING AT $928.00

CALL TODAY TO SEE A UNIT

773-538-3800

Now that the Democrats have won control
of Congress, some political observers are
speculating that Congressman Jesse Jackson
Jr. may finally win approval to build a third
Chicago-area airport in Peotone.

Gov. Rod Blagojevich, who backed
Jackson’s plan during his 2005 State-of-the-
State address, recently met with the longtime
champion of the airport to supposedly float
the idea of creating his own Peotone
development commission.

Last December Jackson rejected a
proposal by Blagojevich to create a new
commission to oversee the development of
the proposed south suburban airport.

Jackson (D-2nd) said he refused to go
along with any other commission overseeing

the project because the private developers
who have put up the $200 million to finance
the deal signed an agreement with his group -
the Abraham Lincoln National Airport
Commission. “The state brings $75 million
worth of land. [The] ALNAC and its
developers bring $200 million to finance
construction of the airport,” Jackson said.
“The airport commission should reflect the
interests of both the state and ALNAC.”

A spokesman for Blagojevich would not
confirm or deny that the governor proposed
his own commission to replace the current
one at their recent meeting.

Blagojevich’s supposed move came
shortly after Congressman Jerry Weller (R-
11th) proposed changes in Congress that

would require the creation of a  governing
body of predominately local residents from
Will County in order to receive approval from
the Federal Aviation Administration to
construct the airport.

Will County execs have been at odds with
Jackson’s group over control of the airport.
Jackson maintains that only his group has a
detailed plan - and the financing - to get the
airport built.

Over the last several months, Jackson has
had to fend off several challenges to
ALNAC’s lead role in the development of the
proposed airport, including calls for other
commissions to be appointed.

He has maintained that ALNAC is
representative of a number of towns in the
south suburbs, and that it is best positioned
to see the airport become a reality because of
their 10-year effort. But what remains to be

seen is whether the state will decide to transfer
thousands of acres of land considered crucial
to building the facility.

The state owns about 2,100 acres and
private investors own the remaining 1,900
acres, according to Rick Bryant, a spokesman
for Jackson. Bryant said that $25 million of
the $75 million set aside for land acquisitions
has already been spent.

But before any land can be transferred,
Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan must
determine if the state has the legal authority
to transfer land without being reimbursed.

Bryant said Jackson is confident the state
will prevail in this matter because the law
supports the sale, lease or transfer of land to
an entity such as the ALNAC.

Madigan was not available for comment.

Congreeman Jesse Jackson Jr. has announced that he wants his
wife Sandi to run for alderman of the 7th Ward while Alderman William
(Bill) Beavers wants his daughter Darcel to fill the city council seat
he vacated to join the Cook County Board.

Recently, Ald. Beavers and Rep. Jackson Jr. have engaged in a
war of words over the seat. It seems that the Jacksons want to expand
their political power base and become a south side power broker like
the late Congressman William L. Dawson.

 Jackson Jr. was expected to run for mayor next year, but he
decided to stay in Congress since the democrats took control of the
House and Senate in the November election. Even though Rep.
Jackson is not changing jobs, his wife might be.  Sandi Jackson hinted
that she might be a candidate for the Chicago City Council at a press
conference last month.

“I think Beavers carry more weight than Mrs. Jesse Jackson, Jr.
and I think her name is Darcel Beavers. And I think she’s better known
in the City of Chicago than Mrs. Jesse Jackson Jr,” Bill Beavers said.

Is there a south side political power feud brewing?  
The elder Beavers reportedly engineered a complex deal

concerning the retirement of Cook County Board President John
Stroger who suffered a stroke a week before the Democratic primary
for county president. The deal calls for Beavers to assume Stroger’s

County Commissioner seat, Stroger’s son, Todd Stroger,
to replace his father on the November 2006 ballot as County
Board president, and for Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley
to appoint long-time aide, Darcel Beavers, to her father’s
7th Ward seat.

William Levi Dawson was one of Chicago’s most
influential politicians, serving as a  political power broker
in the city for nearly half a century. He controlled
everything that happened on the south side and city hall
including, vice, jobs, infrastructure, and candidates slated
for public office.

   Now that the Shakman Decree is being enforced and
people have been jailed for violating it, the political flood
gates are wide open for potential candidates to file petitions
and run for public office without being challenged by the
“Dawson Machine.” 

South side politics will take on a new
face and you will see more cronyism,
nepotism, and political families jockeying
for power and running for public office
without being challenged by the
electorate.

Fred Mitchell is a North Lawndale
resident. To comment on this article visit
our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Political Family Feud Brewing On South Side: Beavers vs. Jacksons?
Fred Mitchell

See Airport page 15
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N L C N  YO U T H  I N T E R N S

MEDIA AND THE INFLUENCE
Shemika Cookbey, North Lawndale College Prep High School

To promote his new album rapper Jibbs
is going around visiting different Middle
Schools and High Schools everywhere in US
to talk to students about how much education
means to him and perform his new single
“Chain Hang Low” as well as other songs on
his album. Jibbs came out to North Lawndale
College Prep to talk about education and
perform for the students. Southside St. Louis

INTERVIEW WITH NEWCOMER

RAPPER JIBBS
Chardonnay Henry, North Lawndale College Prep

rapper Jovan “Jibbs” Campbell is traveling
student and has a personal tutor. Education is
important to him because grades are the
reason that he has a record deal.

Jibbs started boxing and rapping at age
eight. Jibbs started rapping for his older
brother DJ Beats at age eight, his mother was
a singer and his father played instruments.

So Jibbs was exposed to music all his life.
Father Johnathan Campbell said, “ As a child
growing up he talked a lot that’s how he got
the nickname Jibbs”, “I got all the boys
involved in boxing so they wouldn’t be in the
streets.” Jibbs wants to go to a music college
and major in business and psychology.

Jibbs choose the single “Chain Hang
Low” because they did the song a long time
ago and he always thought that was a hit song.
Jibbs said, “As of today I kept telling my
brother like I need ya’ll to remake that song
so one day they remade the beat and it was so
sick I couldn’t resist it I wrote some new
verses, wrote a new pre-hook, and kept the
hook chain hang low and that’s where it is.”

His inspirations are Jay-Z and St. Louis
rapper Nelly. His three main interests are
school, rapping, and boxing. He’s single
looking for a smart and classy girl that can
support him in everything that he does. His
album comes out in stores 10/24. For more
information about Jibbs visit http://
www.myspace/jibbs

Jibbs

Teens everyday, spend hours and hours
watching T.V and listening to music.  If we
aren’t playing a sport or for some of us,
reading a book, we are either on the phone or
watching T.V. the television influences
children and teenagers more than adults think.

The kind of T.V. shows and videos that
are available for all to see are so
scandalous, it uses to be times where the
exposure came on television at night, now
it’s on T.V. around the clock. Videos and
other shows on television influence the way
we talk, how we think and how we should
perceive other people and ourselves.
Women with tight, short skirts shaking their
behinds and dancing on the men like they
do gives young girls, the idea that it is okay,

thus making them believe it and then actually
doing it and when they get caught, they are
considered “fast” or rebellious.

The rappers are huge role models to
males, and them with the teeth jewelry, fast
cars and fast women gives them a message;
that this is how your life suppose to be like
and when the males believes this, they go and
sell drugs so they can get the money to buy
the bling and get the fast women and cars,
then they are said to be no good, another
statistic, “a crying shame.”

If the parents/ guardians, take time out of
their schedule, pull their children away from
the television and give them some knowledge
about their life and tell them the difference
between right and wrong, then maybe the

media won’t be such a powerful
encouragement.

Models and actresses, pencil thin, having
young women think that their image isn’t the
right image, causing them to be anorexic or
bulimic, scarring them. We can’t control the
media but the parents can control what their
children hear and watch.

We as teenagers can control and make the
decision on what is the appropriate thing to
watch and what isn’t. We have the common
sense to know what is right and wrong and
we can stop this influence. After hearing
Destiny’s Child song, “bootyluscious,” my
little cousin asked me, “Meka, what is
bootyluscious?”

I was dumbfounded and most of all shock,

here is this vulnerable, sweet, smart little
girl, and she is trapped in this world of
image, idea and dirty language. I responded,
“A word that is silly and inappropriate for a
girl of your age to say.” Of course she said
“okay” but, what about the times when she
hears a word that is   inappropriate  and me
nor her mother is their to tell that is not right
for someone of her age to say.

Or when she sees a woman degrading
herself, how will she react to it? How will
she feel about the word the word then, that
it’s right? A lot of parents feel this way, that’
why we have to be responsible, both parents
and teens and remove our little ones, so they
won’t be ignorant and influenced by the
media.

What happen on that thankful day?
Thanksgiving is supposed to be about
spending quality time with your family and
not loosing a love one. Thanksgiving is
usually a time
when I get to help
my grandmother
cook dinner for
the family, not a
time to grieve with
family.

Thanksgiving
is a day for being
thankful for
everything you have in your life and never
take it for granted. Every year on thanksgiving
my grandmother cooks a lot of food and
prepare for my family to come over and eat.
For some people thanksgiving is their favorite
day or the of the year. It use to be my favorite
day of the year until I receive a phone call
that my cousin passed away.

Thanksgiving is about being thankful and

I understand the real reason of being thankful
and that’s treasuring what you have.
Appreciating all moment, even if they are
little, or bored moments. Take the time out

for saying thank you.
Receiving that
phone call on that
thankful day gave
me the reality check
on never taking life
for granted. While I
was eating dinner my
cousin was
somewhere suffering.

I have always heard people say appreciate what
you have because you will miss a great thing
or person until they are gone.

So I am saying that every boy, girl,
woman, and man should just take the time
out to tell everyone in their family thank you
because you will never know whether that will
be the last time you will ever talk or see that
loved one again.  Be Thankful and Grateful.

What happen on that
Thankful Day?

Adrianna Woods, North Lawndale College Prep

Thanksgiving is about being
thankful and I understand the real

reason of being thankful and
that’s treasuring what you have

Thanksgiving is a day known for giving
thanks yes, but as well as showing
appreciation to those who might have aspired
us along the way. In most homes thanksgiving
is a time to share with family and friends
around a table full of food, laugher and love.
Thanksgiving is a time to share appreciation
and help the poor it is celebrated all over the
world.

Thanksgiving gives us all a time to take
time out of our day, although we do it any
way and give thanks to ones who have help
us in one way or another. We do appreciate
all the things people do for us. We also
appreciate all the things we do for ourselves
so we even appreciate ourselves. We take the
time out of our day to show all the
appreciation at one time while being around
everyone who been around for us. This is why
this holiday is celebrated in so many places.
Everyone around the world has something to
be thankful about. They have had someone
to help them around the way and that why the
give appreciation. Saying thank you to
someone goes along way and that is why
people say it.

Although this is a day people give thanks
and eat together. This is the day along with

any other day the poor really sticks to people
hearts. We know when we are hungry we eat.
We do know there are other people that when
they are hungry they can not eat. We do not
just appreciate the food we can receive but
help others receive food as well.

That is why many schools have contests
with which children can bring the most food
in to help the poor. We do not just take the
time out and look at what others have done
for us, but what we can do for others. We take
the time out and help people. We all know of
other countries were people are less fortune
than us and we know we have the fortune of
having. That’s why thanksgiving is just
important time of the year.

Everyone appreciates having
thanksgiving because it a time that brings a
family together and send thanks. It is a time
that is used to help other people. For the
people that help others they allow others to
be thankful about something.

Thanksgiving bring about laughter and
enjoyment, anyone could appreciate that.
With thanksgiving being a celebrated holiday
it teaches the world to appreciate the things
that takes place in their life that are big helps
to them.

Does everyone Appreciate
Thanksgiving?
Cynthia Collins, Our Lady of Tepeyac High School

Every teenager goes through many issues
and pressures, from parents, friends, peers,
or society. What are the problems teens go
through? Well, teens have a variety of
problems and I’m going to talk about some
of the problems. Problem that teens face
everyday is peer pressure.

Peer Pressure is one of the causes that
teens feel they can’t compete with. They feel
that they must change their image in order
for them to fit in, which leads to many teens
joining troublesome activities, such as gangs,
cliques, and other negative groups. Peer
Pressure also causes teen to become stressed
out and lead them to do things that they are
not supposed to do.

Another issue teen’s face is racism. Now
I’m not talking about color, I’m talking about
when it comes down to who know who, how
people view you, and who hang out with
whom. In a teen’s mind, especially when
entering high school, they feel that they have
to dress a certain way so that people can
accept them. They also feel that they have to
change their personalities so that the “COOL

PEOPLE” will like them. This is an issue
because teens head down the wrong road and
start acting abnormal, meaning doing things
they normally don’t do. Parents grow concern
and try to reach out to their kids, but cant
because they are being disrespected by their
kids.

Another issue is bad influences. There are
many teens that join gangs and sell drugs just
because they grew up around this. This is an
issue because such bad influences have an
impact on their life and seven times out of
ten, that teen will sell drugs or join that gang.
Many teens think that it’s cool for them to
sell drugs, especially in the North Lawndale
Community, because in this community all
you see is people on the corner and people
throwing up gang sign representing what gang
they are in.

 Teens need positive influences in their
life so that they can become a better person
and know that taking the wrong path leads to
destruction. Teens are the future and we need
encouragement so that we can mentors for
the next generations.

Problems with Teens Today
Robin Acre, North Lawndale College Prep High School
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N L C N  YO U T H  I N T E R N S

A man of many accomplishments and great
success.  He has done many tasks in his life time.
He helped change the world, with his life style as
an example. With the support of others he helped
change the world. “I feel that since he is so
important, that he needs a day, plus we get out of
school” Said Dewayne. The old days where
harsh, and seemed to never change. Personally,
life has changed but racism still grows in the
hearts of some. Now there is a great percentage
on stereotyping that will never die. We will still
celebrate his life. This man will forever be a
symbol of hope to all, that change can and will
come, never give up.

Martin Luther King, Jr. was born in January
15, 1929. He was born Michael Luther King, Jr.,
but later had his name changed to Martin. Not
many know the beginning of how Martian started
off. In 1954, Martin Luther King accepted the
pastoral of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in
Montgomery, Alabama. Then his biggest journey
began to show it’s self. In 1957 he was elected
president of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, an organization formed to provide
new leadership for the now burgeoning civil rights
movement. At the age of thirty-five, Martin Luther
King, Jr., was the youngest man to have received
the Nobel Peace Prize.

This man was arrested over twenty times and
assaulted at least four times. The prize money
for the prize was used to further the development
of the civil rights movement. He was man of the
year at one point. An icon, a symbolic leader to
blacks in America. On the evening of April 4,
1968, Martin Luther King, Jr. was assonated on

The Origins of
Martin Luther King’s Day

Robert Stuart, North Lawndale College Prep

a balcony in. “Martin Luther King was such a
powerful and influential man that he should be
remembered and celebrated on his day” Said
Shemika Cookbey

We celebrate the day of a powerful man. A
mentally strong, harmless guy. To the finish, he
fought for a better world. This man can not be
forgotten by a race. His determination changed
the world as we know it to be today. Let this day
forever be remembered, to celebrate a man of an
unbreakable spirit.

Martin Luther King Jr.

Sheaira GillI had an intriguing experience at
the Freedom Museum . I never knew there was
so much controversy about the First Amendment.
It plays a part in everyday life. There are cases
that have been or are still being tried today; such
cases include religion and speech.

For example, a kindergartener drew a picture
of a man giving his life to God and there was a
picture of Jesus on the front, the teacher crumbled
the picture because she felt that she could not
put the picture on display. Cases like these have
to be taken into consideration when it comes to
the First Amendment which guarantees freedom
of speech, religion, press, petition, and peaceful
assembly. Little things such as these freedoms
are taken for granted and can cause major

confusion and controversy. The Freedom
Museum does a great job in portraying how the
First Amendment has a major role throughout
this country.

Derrick Luckie – My experience at the
Freedom Museum was also very exciting as well
as educational. I really never heard of the
Freedom Museum and much about what it
offered, but that changed with my visit. The
Freedom Museum discusses the First
Amendment in all aspects such as the controversy
covering the Amendment, what the First
Amendment actually is and its history, and the
fundament role it plays as our country’s backbone
and one of the freedoms that makes our country
so great. I was very surprised at how many cases

are still being presented to courts around the
country about violation of one’s freedom. Cases
dating back to the early 1900s to the present are
displayed. One case that really caught my eye
was a case that just happened recently; a graduate
of this year, 2006, was valedictorian of her class
and as all valedictorians, she had a speech.

Her speech was a personal thank you speech
to her parents, family, and Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. She presented the speech to her principal
for revisions and was told to remove the religious
part of her speech, due to the fact the school
wasn’t religious as well as a public school, so
therefore couldn’t “promote” religion towards
others. So the young graduate went along with
her original speech on graduation day, and during

her speech her microphone was cut off while she
was speaking to the audience. Her family sued
the school and won the case by the Supreme
Court, the action by the school was
unconstitutional because it limited the rights of
the individual. I thought that case was very
interesting and I would love to follow up with
that case as well as the individual.

    There were so many interesting cases such
as the one I just spoke about, the Freedom
Museum is a great resource to discover and learn
more about your constitutional rights beyond
Amendment1. I would recommend everyone visit
this remarkable Museum, because when you
think about it how can you live in a country and
not know your rights?

Our Experience at The FOur Experience at The FOur Experience at The FOur Experience at The FOur Experience at The Frrrrreedom Museumeedom Museumeedom Museumeedom Museumeedom Museum
Sheaira Gill, Lane Tech College Prep High School & Derrick Luckie, Holy Trinity High School

Have you ever wonder what the Pilgrims
and their Native Americans guests really ate
the first feast?  The truth may come as surprise.
To the popular beliefs they didn’t even sit down
to a meal featuring turkey, corn, cranberries,
and pumpkin pie.

Traveling back to the Plymouth and the
discovers of some of the humble origins of
Thanksgiving traditions we celebrate today and
what the original celebration was actually like.

In 1621, the Plymouth and the Indians
shared an autumn feast that is know called
Thanksgiving as many of us knows it to be.
While the cooking methods and table etiquette
has changed though out the years, the meal is
still consumed today with the same spirit of the
original thanksgiving feast.

What foods topped the table at the first
harvest feast? It’s safe to say that the pilgrims
weren’t gobbling up pumpkin pie or playing
with their mashed potatoes. However, the only
two items that were presented on the menu are
venison and wild fowl, which are mentioned
as primary sources.

Seventh Century Table Manners:
The pilgrims didn’t use folks so they ate

with spoons, knives, and their fingers. They
wiped their hands with large cloth napkins and

which they used to pick up hot morsels of food.
Salt have been served at the harvest feast.
Pepper, however was something used for
cooking but wasn’t available at the tables. In
the seventh century, people standard came from
what he or she ate at the table. The best food
was placed in front of the important people.
People didn’t sample everything that was that
the table (like we do today) they just ate what
was placed in front of them.

Thanksgiving has changed over the years
because there are different cultures that celebrate
Thanksgiving. Some cultures have different
foods like for instance Chinese people wont
cook turkey and dressing. They would cook
something that in their culture. Going back to
your history will tell you something about
yourself and tell you were you will go in life. A
great person once said, “It is therefore
recommended ... to set apart Thursday the
eighteenth day of December next, for solemn
thanksgiving and praise, that with one heart and
one voice the good people may express the
grateful feelings of their hearts and consecrate
themselves to the service of their divine
benefactor.”

Sources: http://www.history.com/minisites/
thanksgiving/

First Thanksgiving
Ebony Dent, North Lawndale College Prep High School

Fatherless Children
Shemika Cookbey, North Lawndale College Prep High School

Why do so many boys fall into
traps of street life? Why do so
many young girls become

pregnant? Maybe, because they don’t have a
father in their life to guide them into the right
direction? These are the questions this study will
address.

Fathers are timely given the recent changes
in national welfare policies that attempt to make
fathers more accountable and responsible for the
care and security of their children. African
American non custodial fathers are a notorious
group. Many argue about why are so many
African American boys fall so easily into the tug
and street life. My opinion is that since their father
is absence in their life, they turn to someone that
can be a role model for them or they might turn
to something that they think defines manhood.

What about that young girl who dreams that
one day she can sit on her daddy’s lap and be
called daddy’s little girl? What if that young girl
becomes pregnant because she didn’t have harsh
supervision and her daddy wasn’t there to
intimidate her boyfriend? Don’t you think that a
lot of things would change or wouldn’t be today,
only if our fathers were around. We need our
fathers as young African Americans; we need all
the support we can get from our families.
Resources say, over 25 million American children
are being raised in a family with no father present
in the home or life and this number is steadily
increasing everyday.

This is why so many families break apart, no
manly leaders, no support, and no guidance to
keep the family together. Resources also say that
many difficult aspects of life of a family could be
avoided, only if the father was present. Many
people tell their lives of how their father was an
absence in their lives and how it affected their
childhood and family. Over the past thirty years,
25 to 63 percent of African Americans were born
with out a father in their homes. How can we
change this? One million children per year will
have a greater chance at being fatherless than
being in poverty, illiteracy, addiction to drugs and

criminal activity. When will we change this? Here
are some statistics:

·  The majority of African American births
are to unwed mothers and fathers and over one-
half of all African American children reside in
fatherless homes, African American fatherless
children are the poorest of all.

· Fatherless children are at a dramatically
greater risk of drug and alcohol abuse, mental
illness, suicide, poor educational performance,
teen pregnancy, and criminality.

Source: U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, National Center for Health
Statistics,

· Children with fathers at home tend to do
better in school, are less prone to depression and
are more successful in relationships. Children
from one-parent families achieve less and get into
trouble more than children from two parent
families.

Source: One Parent Families and Their
Children: The School’s Most Significant Minority

Many children fault and blame themselves
on the account of not having a father in their lives.
“At first it felt normal not having my father
around, then, after time progressed, I got use to
it. I also thought, at first, that his absence was my
fault because I am the youngest child and I kept
thinking, ‘was it me? Because of my addition to
the family, did he feel that it was too much? And
I kept blaming myself until I realized it wasn’t
my fault,” Cynthia Collins said. “Because of my
father’s absence, we did have financial problems,
and I think having him around would have made
a difference, but not an emotional one.”

Don’t think a lot of African American men
are an absent figure in their children life because
or the decision of being irresponsible, some are
absent because they are deceased, incarcerated
or off to the military.

Fathers, now is the time for you to take care
of your child/children. We need you and being
there for us is the best thing a man can do. So
taking care of you’re children and being there
for them really makes you a man.
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Sports & Entertainment

BLOOD DIAMOND (***) Two men
caught up in South Africa’s 1999 civil war
between the government and rebels and
waged over control for the country’s diamond
mines is the backdrop for “Blood Diamond.”

Director Edward Zwick’s film is an epic
adventure thriller with a moral purpose and
real life social concerns.

In another potentially Oscar worthy
performance, Leonardo Di Caprio plays a
South African born ex-mercenary soldier
turned diamond smuggler-trader, Danny
Archer who  sells illegally obtained diamonds
in exchange for weapons and guns forwarded
to the rebel forces.

The rebels’ unclear agenda leads to
anarchy through their violent raids on villages,
in which the adults are brutally slaughtered
and their children are brainwashed and used
as expendable “pint size killing machines.”

The children are raised into child soldiers
who can kill casually. The site of these
children ruthlessly brandishing automatic
weapons may have provided this movie with
its most indelible scene as it reflects a form
of street “gang banging” mentality amidst a
jungle setting.

AT THE FLICKS
By David Schultz, film critic

Equally impressive in a
performance that could earn
him another best supporting
Oscar nomination is Djimon
Hounsou (who actually had his
life threatened during the film’s
production). He portrays the
film’s moral conscious as the
native born fisherman and
family man, Solomon Vandy,
who desires a better future for
his eldest son Dia (Kagiso
Kuypers).

But when the rebels attack
his village, Solomon becomes

separated from his wife and children.
Solomon is among the villagers taken and put
to labor searching for uncut diamond stones
on the grounds of Kono. When Solomon
discovers a large and rare pink shaded
diamond he tries to hide it from the rebel
officers.

When Solomon is caught by one of the
rebel officers, Nibil (Jimi Minstry), their
encounter is interrupted by a sudden attack
from the government forces. Those caught
and jailed include Solomon who denies the
stone’s existence.

Their verbal confrontation is heard by
Danny Archer who is imprisoned at the same
time for being caught with illegal diamonds
and bribing a government officer. Danny sees
an opportunity-of-a-lifetime to use this pink
diamond as his ticket out of the country.

This movie has a racial moment, even
though both characters are portrayed as
“Afrikaners” from different regions. The
white inferiority complex emerges from
DiCaprio’s character who wants to order and
lead the black (Djimon Hounsou) who must
follow and obey. This reminds older
moviegoers of the early strife between
escaped convicts Sidney Poitier and Tony
Curtis in “The Defiant Ones.”

“Blood Diamond” is a bold and daring
film that explores the climate of war through
its characters, while tactfully delivering
concern over the white profitability off a
valuable resource in a Black-populated
country that is still in economical and social
ruins. This is a powerful movie full of
adventure and violence, even if its message
is a little scattered.

R; 140min. A Warner Bros, Pictures
Release – Presented at selected theaters

APOCALYPTO (***) The genocidal
demise of a tribal race is the focus of a dying
Mayan civilization dependent on the survival
of a young warrior, “Jaguar Paw” (Rudy
Youngblood) that is held captive after a
surprise attack on his village by the Holocane
warriors.

Director Mel Gibson’s epic adventure
“Apocalypto” refers to “a new beginning.”
But this greatly depends on this young warrior
surviving his sadistic captors while ultimately
suggesting his tribe’s lifeline is about to end
because of the onshore arrival of the Spanish
explorers to the “New World.”

For most of the film, “Jaguar Paw” is
bound and abused by the imposing tribal
leader, Zero Wolf and his sadistic assistant,
Snake Ink, played respectively by Raoul
Trujillo and Rodolfo Palacious in stand out
villainous performances.

Eventually, a wounded “Jaguar Paw”
manages to escape and a chase ensues through
the jungle and back to the land familiar to
escapee who slowly changes the tide from
being the hunted to the hunter in a race against
time and personal survival.

Gibson’s “Apocalypto” is beautifully
photographed yet visually stark. Its violence
and graphic depictions show itself as a historic
metaphor to the evolution of man through its
race, religion, superstition, intelligence,
compassion and fears.

The film is set during the 15th century prior

to the first arrival of foreign explorers to the
coastal lines that would signal the decline of
a civilization. Gibson shot in the jungles of
Mexico, and the film is spoken in Yucatec
dialect with English sub-titles without any
participation of recognizable name stars.

The film is focused on Central America’s
pre-Columbian history that filmmakers have
scarcely touched and yet Gibson’s own
perception of history is debatable.

Still Gibson’s talent as a filmmaker
remains intact and transports us into an
awesome spectacle here.  R; 138min. A
Touchstone Pictures Release -presented at
selected theaters

David Schultz is film critic for NLCN and
Leonardo DiCaprio and Djimon Hounsou in Warner
Bros. Blood Diamond

See Flicks page 14

In local basketball action Collins High School
hosted DA BULLZ Foundation’s 10th annual
shootout at their home gym.  The tournament
featured several of the top schools in the city
including No. 18 Curie, No. 21 Morgan Park,
No. 7 Washington, No.19 Farragut, and No.11
Von Steuben. They put on an excellent basketball
exhibition for the nearly packed gym early in the
afternoon, and fans who stuck around saw the
host Cobras play an exciting game later as they
defeated neighborhood rival Manley 85-70 in the
last game of the afternoon.

What Collins lacks in height (their tallest
player is 6-3) they make up for with running
ability, athleticism and hustle. They used this
formula to jump out to a quick 26-11 first-quarter
lead over the Manley Wildcats, and it would be a
lead they never relinquished.

In the second quarter Manley fought their
way back into the contest but Collins countered
every Wildcat run with an outstanding offensive
or defensive play. Collins didn’t shoot the ball
particularly well but they were beasts on the
offensive boards and put-backs accounted for a
lot of their points. Despite the furious effort by
Manly to cut the lead, Collins still led 50-33 at

Collins Hosts City’s
Hottest Basketball

Tournament
Todd Thomas

Collins and Manley go for the ball

See Collins page 15

TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE
LEGEND OF RICKY BOBBY (**1/2)
Will Farrell’s latest comedic vehicle is an
often hilarious spin on the NASCAR racing
scene.

Farrell plays the title role of a born-to-
drive hot wheeler whose self centered ego and
ignorant ways lead to his corporate sponsor
(Greg Germann) investing in gay French
driver Sacha Baron Cohen of “Borat” fame.

Ferrell’s character overreacts to a racing
accident that makes him lose his need for
speed. He must confront and reclaim his
racing status with help from his estranged
father (Gary Cole), his pit crew leader
(Michael Clarke Duncan) and his neglected
best friend, co-driver (John C. Reilly). PG-
13; 106min. Sony Pictures Home Video:
Available: Dec. 12

BARNYARD (**1/2)  There is a little bit
of “The Lion King” in this lively animated
feature that is more rural than majestic in its
approach. Otis (Kevin James) is a cow known
as the ultimate “party animal” slacker who
ultimately must face up to his responsibilities.

Otis’s strict father Ben (Sam Elliott), the
long time guardian over the farm animals, is
killed by coyotes who intimidate Otis into
feeding off the chickens’ one at a time. That
is, until the coyote breach their deal in a
double cross scheme in order to commit a
daylight raid on the chicken coop. “Barnyard”
is a funny and entertaining movie full of
spirited energy, sight gags and pop culture
references. PG; 96min. Paramount Home
Video: Available: Dec. 12

David Schultz is film critic for NLCN and
other publications. To comment on this article
visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

ON VIDEO
Compiled And Reviewed by David Schultz

The Chicago Bears defeated the
Minnesota Vikings 23-13 at frigid Soldier
Field on Sunday, Dec 3 to wrap up the NFC
North division championship. They are 10-
2 with just four more regular season games
to play, but there are still a host of concerns
about the teams’ readiness for playoff
competition.

Against the Viking the Bears did
everything they could to lose the game. They
fumbled the opening kickoff and proceeded
to turn the ball over three more times in the
first half alone, all on quarterback Rex
Grossman interceptions. Grossman was
woeful again and his regressing statistics
must be noted in order to understand what a
strange victory this was for the Bears.
Grossman was 6 of 19 passing for 34 yards
and three interceptions. His passer rating
was a miserable 1.3 – quite embarrassing
when a rating of even 70 is considered

BEARS WIN NFC NORTH BUT

NOBODY’S SMILING
Todd Thomas

mediocre. Even beyond the bad statistics
Grossman was simply the wrong player to
have at the helm on this day. Many of his
passes were way off the mark and several
more could have been intercepted by the
Vikings defense. Even one of his screen
passes was nearly picked off and that’s when
he and the offensive unit were trying to play
it safe. There is simply not much more time
to lose for the team as he tries to figure
himself out.

What Grossman can and cannot do on
the field is a mystery that may not be
solvable this season and many fans and
football pundits want to see backup Brian
Griese given an opportunity to play soon.
That is a little more than unlikely, however,
because coach Lovie Smith is sticking with
Grossman through the good times and the
bad. The Bears will need more good times
from the quarterback position or the luck
and good fortune they’ve had with the
defense and special teams scoring points
will run out.

This game was won by the Bears
defense. They scored twice – once on a
Ricky Manning Jr. interception that he
returned 54 yards for a touchdown, and also
on a fourth-quarter safety. Linebacker Lance
Briggs had another good outing, getting an
interception and a sack, and the defensive
line came up with several big plays.  They
stymied the passing game and eventually
forced Vikings quarterback Brad Johnson
to the bench. He threw four interceptions
and was replaced by backup Brook
Bollinger midway through the third quarter.
The Bears then hurt Bollinger who was
replaced by the third string QB. The Bears
were hurt at times by the Minnesota running

See Bears page 14

Bears' Outside Linebacker Lance Briggs
intercepts a Vikings' pass in the third quarter of
Chicago's 23-13 win.

Strategic Human
Services North

Lawndale Communtiy
News Youth

Journalism  Intern
Program is funded by
a contract with City of
Chicago Afterschool

Matters and and a
grant from

McCormick Tribune
Foundation
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Holiday Shopping Tips
 K. L. Gillespie

other publications. To comment on this article
visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Flicks from page 13

Touchstone Pictures Apocalypto

game and they gave up 192 yards rushing.
But they put the hammer down when it
mattered most and held them to just 13 points.

There may be somewhat of a running back
issue on the horizon for the Bears as well.
Against the Vikings Cedric Benson ran much
better than Thomas Jones. Benson ran for 60
yards on nine carries and scored the Bears
only offensive touchdown on a determined
24-yard touchdown run in the third quarter.
Jones ran for only 32 yards on 12 carries and
seemed to be hesitant about hitting the hole –
a stark contrast to Benson who blasts through
holes made by the offensive, or makes his own
way when necessary.

Punt returner Devin Hester had another
excellent performance. The rookie returned
a punt 45 yards for his fourth special teams’
touchdown of the season. The return came at
a critical time when it appeared that the Bears
offense was at its lamest, and gave the team
the confidence it needed to move forward.

Next up for the Bears are the St. Louis
Rams. The Rams (5-7) have been playing
poorly and have lost six of their last seven
contests. They do boast several outstanding
players on offense: including quarterback
Mark Bulger, wide receiver Torry Holt, and
running back Stephen Jackson, so they do
pose a threat to the Bears who have been a
little weak against the run. The game will be
the Monday night game of the week.

   Todd Thomas is a freelance writer for
NLCN and other publications. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Bears from page 13

 The holiday season is here and so is
the desire to please our loved ones with nice
gifts.

But before you head out to do your
holiday shopping, beware of impulse
buying.  Impulse buying is purchasing items
that you don’t need or never intended to
buy. In fact, the only reason you bought the
item is because you see it on display at the
store, not because you needed it.

It happens to a good number of us – we
go out to buy a gift for someone but come
home with more gifts than we intended to
buy.

Retailers appeal to the emotions of
people around major holidays especially
Christmas. It’s one of the biggest shopping
seasons of the year and retailers hope to
cash in and to their bottom line and to make
up for any dry spells during the year.

So sales may exist and many times the
prices will be right.  So here are five tips to
help you make it to the store and back
without emptying your wallet in the
process.

1. Make a List

It’s a helpful reminder of what you intend
to buy.  And when you write something down,
whether it’s a shopping list or a plan of action,
you’re more likely to stick to it!  So write
down the items you’re going to purchase and
their cost, so you’ll know what you’re getting
and will have an idea of how much money
you’ll be spending.

2. Use Cash
Once it’s gone, you can’t buy any more

items.  Using a credit card at this time of year
makes it too easy to start charging everything,
so hold on to your cards, but resist the urge
to max them out. Use cash instead for as many
small items as possible.  The list you’ve
prepared should help you determine the
amount of cash you’ll need.

3. Shop on Hassle free days
Weekday mornings are great! They are

usually less of a hassle and are pitch free, so
you can shop in peace and not feel pressured
to buy.  The earlier you go shopping the better.
O hitting the stores Monday or Tuesday is
always a winner. Weekends, on the other
hand, can be very busy, with crowded and
cluttered stores.  And by the weekend, stores

are more likely to be sold out of what you
need.

4.  Try Stand Alone Stores
It’s one stop shopping and many of them

offer great deals. Malls have so many stores
and the temptation is high to not only visit
many of them but to spend.  A one hour trip
can easily turn into a four hour journey at
the mall.

5.  Leave kids at home
They’re good at getting what they want

and they usually want everything. They’ll
have you in the toy aisle purchasing many
items that will end up broke by New Year’s
Day. So pay a family member or friend a
few bucks to watch them while you shop.
This way you can enjoy your shopping and
you won’t get coerced into purchasing any
pre-Christmas gifts for the little ones.

Happy Holidays!!!
Katherine Gillespie is NLCN’s

Financial Columnist.  She is a North
Lawndale resident and she has an MBA
from the Illinois Institute of Technology.  To
comment on this article visit our weblog
at: www.nlcn.org.

contract of course. And if they continue to
discount us…at that point, we will then resort
to old time, basic civil rights
tactics and initiate a boycotting
campaign against their gasoline
services.

“Even in the Deep South,
at the height of its American
apartheid/segregationist period,
back in the fifties, there were at
least two washrooms provided,
Black and white. As opposed
to…None at all.”

Mikal-Ace Ngubani is a
West Side resident and writer
for NLCN. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Campaign from page 3

literature.
In the midst of a vocal anti-affirmative

action movement, Campbell said he is
surprised that a lawsuit against these
workshops did not come earlier, but adds
that organizations and universities should
fight to preserve them.

“These programs definitely
demonstrate that this is the best way to
get more minorities into journalism,” he
says, adding that alumni have gone on to
become reporters and editors in some of
the most respected newsrooms in the
nation.

Still, Pell of CIR remains adamant that
the programs do a disservice to white
students and should be eliminated.

“It is time to put an end to these
discriminatory programs,” he says,
adding that the programs should be open
to whites and the word “minority”
dropped from its name.

Wendell Hutson is a freelance writer
for NLCN and various publications. To
comment on this article visit our weblog
at: www.nlcn.org.

Lawsuit from page 3

The test cost about $32.00 dollars and can be
read in about 20 minutes.

“Knowing its okay to be tested is why we
are here today.  It is to help people overcome
that stigma and realize that if they are tested
and find out their status, they can receive
treatment and live a longer life,” State
Representative-elect LaShawn K. Ford said.

 Congressman Danny K. Davis, Cook
County Circuit Court Clerk Dorothy Brown
and representatives of the Chicago
Department of Public Health and the Chicago
Department of Public Health officials and
Medical Professional from the Circle Family
Care attended the event.

In addition, The Greater Westside
Development Corporation, represented by
Ms. Beverly Donley, announced the creation
of “Test Out” a program that will provide
testing for the HIV virus to Westside residents
by placing emphasis in a non traditional
setting such as a grocery store.

“Knowledge is power and following up
after knowing is what this is all about.  People
really should get tested,” said Congressman
Davis, an outspoken advocate for the 7th

Congressional District.

AIDS from front page

lower federal minimum wage rate of $5.15 an
hour, making the Illinois minimum wage a
contentious issue for lawmakers with districts
bordering those states.  “Those jobs will
disappear. Where they will be is across the state
lines,” said Rep. David Winters (R-Rockford).
“We are increasing jobs, not in Illinois, but in
every other state that borders us.”

Congressional Democrats have said they will
make raising the federal minimum wage to $7.25
one of their top priorities in the coming session.
This effort may be in response to voters in several
states supporting an increase in the minimum
wage in non-binding referenda this November.

In Cook County, voters approved a non-
binding referendum calling for an increase in the
minimum wage by an 85 percent margin.

Although he voted in favor of the wage hike,
Rep. Art Turner (D-Chicago) argues that
employers will deduct from workers’ health
benefits to pay for the increased wages.

“I would have much rather mandated benefits
than wages,” Turner said. “Wage increases will
[negatively] affect benefits packages. No doubt
about it.” But Blackshere argued that the wage
increase is a step towards better health benefits
for workers. “I think [the wage increase] will be
an impetus…that we will provide health care for
everyone,” she said.

Low-wage workers were not the only ones
receiving a raise Thursday. During last week’s
special veto session, lawmakers also moved to
give themselves and other top state officials a
15.6 percent pay raise, even more than the original
10 percent hike they voted to give themselves
two weeks ago.

Wage from page 8
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FREE

CLASSIFIED AD

WITH A DISPLAY

AD OF

1/8 PAGE OR

LARGER.

HELP WANTED

APARTMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Dec 6 Black Facts

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO BUY, SELL, TRADE, RENT OR ANNOUNCE? ARE YOU LOOKING FOR EMPLOYMENT OR LOOKING TO HIRE?
YOU CAN DO IT HERE IN THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS

CALL 312/492-9090 TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD!

THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS’

CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

ARE YOU OPINIONATED? ARE YOU
A GOOD WRITER? NLCN is launching
an editorial page later this month. Please
call Wilbert Bledsoe or Ben Protess at 312-
492-9090 if you are interested in writing
a letter to the editor.

Advertise with the North
Lawndale Community
News If you have an

Apartment for Rent  Ads
are only $10.00 Call

312 492-9090

HELP WANTED WESTSIDE
AFRICAN HAIR BRAIDING SHOP
Looking for professional braiders.
Beginners Welcomed. Call 773/512-5694

EDUCATION

The $200 million price tag to
construct the five-gate, one runway
airport would be picked up by New
York-based LECOR and SNC-
Lavalin of Canada. The two
developers were selected from a
pool of 17 prospective developers.

If the remaining land is acquired
and transferred to the governing
commission, construction could
begin in late 2006 and be completed
2009, said Bryant.

Upon completion, LECOR and
SNC-Lavalin would co-manage the
airport and receive a portion of the
profits.

But Jackson’s immediate
concern is blocking Weller’s
proposal.

Weller has previously tried to
shape the plans for the south

suburban airport, but that effort was
successfully blocked in Congress.

“That would be like the
Secretary of Defense mandating all
Chicago police officers live within
city limits to be a cop,” Frank
Watkins, a spokesman for Jackson
told the Chicago Defender. “No
federal money will be use to build
the airport and it does not appear
federal money will be needed down
the line either.”

Watkins adds that if Congress
passes the Weller proposal, it
would face a legal challenge in
court by opponents because it
violates the 10th Amendment.

Weller did not return several
calls for comment by press time.

Wendell Hutson is a freelance
writer for NLCN and various
publications. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Airport from page

10 the half.
“We didn’t lose composure,” said

Coach Mike Clark, who coached at
Manley for 17 years before coming to
Collins in 2000.”  “We came up with a
big shot or a big steal at the right time.”

To say that the Collins Cobras play
an up-tempo type of game would be
an understatement. They run a nasty
fast break and they can put up a lot of
points. Against Manley senior Deon
Hughes had 27 points, but it’s still
defense that ultimately wins ballgames
for the Cobras he says.

“As long as we keep playing
defense we’ll keep winning,” Hughes
said.

It took a good dose of Cobra
defense to hold off the Manley
Wildcats, who scratched and clawed
their way to within eight points of
Collins in the third quarter. But just
when it seemed that Manley was back
in the game Collins would come up
with a steal or defensive stop to put an
end to the run. They have a swarming
team defense that keeps opponents out
of their comfort-zones and sets things
up for the offense. After three quarters
they held a 73-63 advantage.

In the final quarter Collins showed
that they could also shoot free throws
under pressure. Manley had to resort
to fouling down the stretch and Collins
capably converted from the charity
stripe. Then with under a minute left in
the game Collins’ Victor Hampton
dunked and Deon Hughes made a
layup to end the scoring at 85-70.

The Cobras are 4-2 on the young
season and appear ready to make some
noise on the local hoop scene. As long
as they remain tight as a unit they should
be alright according to coach Clark.

“I never get off into individual
scoring – I focus on the team effort,”
said Clark.

 The final scores for the other
games at the tournament:

Washington 64, Farragut 43. Von
Steuben 67, Morgan Park 49. Curie 81,
Foreman 51.

Todd Thomas is a freelance writer
for NLCN and other publications. To
comment on this article visit our
weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Collins from page 13

through extracurricular activities and
the Chicago Public Schools’ Real
Men Read program helps students
build connections with men.

Chicago already has two schools
completely divided by gender: the
Young Women’s Leadership
Charter School and the Urban Prep
Charter Academy for Young Men.

Mike Vaughn, a spokesman for
Chicago Public Schools, said the
district is unable to track the number
of gender-divided classrooms
because individual administrators
make the decision.

George Clowes, senior fellow
with the Chicago-based Heartland

Institute, said he attended school in
England where most high schools
have gender-divided classrooms.

He said it is important for
parents to have choices when
deciding where to send their
children to school.

 “I think there seems to be
evidence that it’s something that is
supported by parents. I’m in favor
of it,” Clowes said. “I think what
we need to remember is when
children go to school, their job is to
learn.”

Colleen Freyvogel  is NLCN’s
education reporter and is a
graduate student at the
Northwestern University Medill
School of Journalism.

Genderfrom page 10

“People are already struggling
with high gasoline prices,” said
Patricia Clark, Associate Director of
the Citizens Utility Board. “Now
we’re heading into the winter
heating season when people are
going to be paying more for natural
gas bills, so it’s going to have a very
serious impact on customers’
abilities to make ends meet at the
end of the month.”

According to Clark, the original

goal of freezing electricity rates
ten years ago was to make room
for more utility providers to offer
competitive prices of their own.
However, ComEd remains the
only electricity provider in
Chicago.

“Right now, this auction
system that the company has
pushed through basically pretends
that we have a competitive market
place and forces customers to pay
rates set by this market, even
though you and I and every other
residential customer in ComEd’s
region have no other electric
company that we can turn to; there

is no competition for us.”
Residents with special needs or

complaints regarding their gas or
electric service are encouraged to
contact the Citizens Utility Board.
They can be reached by phone at
1(800) 669-5556, or online at
www.citizensutilityboard.org.

Chase Castle is journalism
student at DePaul University. To
comment on this article visit our
weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Rates from front page

Beginning in January ComEd
meters will receive a bump

GOVERNOR BLAGOJEVICH OPENS
122 STATE BUILDINGS THIS WINTER
TO SHELTER ANYONE SEEKING
REFUGE FROM THE COLD. Governor
encourages families to apply for LIHEAP
energy assistance to keep their homes warm
and safe in the coming months. For energy
assistance and weatherization tips visit:
www.keepwarm.illinois.gov or call toll-free
1-877-411-WARM
SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS –
CHARTER SCHOOL Bronzeville
Lighthouse Charter School is look for
Substitute Teachers, grades K-5, who are:
Passionate about education – Dedicated to
student achievement – Excited about
collaborating, and – Relentless in their
pursuit of excellence.
FREE IDENTITY THEFT FOR
SENIORS SEMINAR Wed. Dec. 13, 2006
11 a.m.-12 p.m. Douglass Branch Library,
Multipurpose meeting room 3353 W. 13th

St.

* On this date in 1997,
Grambling State
University football
coach Eddie Robinson
coached his last game.
Robinson retired after
56 years at Grambling
with 408 wins the most
in college football.
* On this date in 1849,

Harriet Tubman escaped from slavery in
Maryland. Tubman was the chief conductor
of the Underground Railroad, which helped
slaves escape to the north and Canada to
freedom. Tubman helped more than 300
slaves escape without losing a passenger.
* On this date in 1871, P.B.S. Pinchback
was named acting lieutenant governor of
Louisiana. He was the first African-
American to serve in this position in any
state government.
* On this date in 1870, Joseph H. Rainey
was elected as the first African-American
in the U.S. House of Representatives.
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Full Tune-Up
Service

6cyl.
$179.00

4 cyl.
$159.00

  8cyl.

 $199.00

Includes plugs, wires, fuel filter, air
filter, P.C.V. valve cap, rotor, oil

change and filter.

MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear
Brakes Service

Includes installation of front
pads, inspect inspect rotors,

wheelbearing, calipers,
hydraulic system and road test.

Pads and shoes extra.
MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

$59.99

Front or Rear

MufflersStruts Converter

$19.99

$199.00
$119.99

Inspect exhaust
system for leaks.

Labor Extra.
MOST CARS &

LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

Installed
INSTALLED

INTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTAAAAATETETETETE
Muffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & Autututututomotivomotivomotivomotivomotive Re Re Re Re Repairepairepairepairepair

22222158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

ChicagoChicagoChicagoChicagoChicago
773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0122122122122122

4 Locations to Serve You!
Ogden & Western 312-733-5333

Diagnostic
Testing

$39.99 $39.99

Radiator
Flush

OIL CHANGE,
FILTER, TOP OF
THE FLUIDS &
ENGINE FLUSH

$39.99

Advertise your apartment, job, or announcement with the North Lawndale Community
News Classified Ads are only $10.00  Limited time only Call 312/492-9090


