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Clair Christian United Methodist Church’s 62-unit affordable senior housing
development near 14th and Pulaski.
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The Chicago Community Loan
Fund (CCLF) is a nonprofit agency
that finances community-based
development projects.  It provides
loans and technical assistance
throughout metropolitan Chicago,
but, has three focus communities in
the city:  North Lawndale,
Englewood, and Woodlawn.
Located at 29 E. Madison, Suite
1700 in Chicago, CCLF, manages
over $17 million in assets and
provides loans to nonprofit and for-
profit companies.

In 2002, CCLF made North
Lawndale their high priority area to
help the community become
prosperous again as it was 50 years
ago, said executive director Calvin

FINANCING FOR NORTH LAWNDALE PROJECTS
Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson

Holmes. The agency has made 12
loans to North Lawndale-based
projects that totaled close to $2
million. More importantly, that $2
million in loans has leveraged an
additional $14 million in
investments, said Holmes. One
such North Lawndale project that
CCLF has financed is the Clair
Christian United Methodist
Church’s 62-unit affordable senior
housing development near 14th and
Pulaski.

CCLF works with customers to
plug the gaps in their financing so
that they are successful, and their
project is completed and
sustainable over time.

See Financing page 10

Chicago Public Schools CEO
Arne Duncan said a two day parents’
conference it sponsored last week
at McCormick Place was a huge
success thanks to comedian Bill
Cosby, who was the keynote
speaker.

BILL COSBY SPEAKS AT PARENT CONFERENCE
Wendell Hutson

blacks who use ungrammatical
English, among other behavior.
“These people are not parenting. They
are buying things for kids—$500
sneakers for what? And won’t spend
$200 for `Hooked on Phonics,’”
Cosby said.

“Just because he has a college
education and is rich does not make
him any better than the rest of us,”
said Edward Clifford, a father of six.
“Underneath, Bill Cosby is a n——-
just like the rest of us. The only
difference is he’s an educated n——-
with a few dollars in the bank.”

Some community groups
protested Cosby’s appearance at the
event. They accused him of being a
“sell out” because Cosby had
previously been asked by black
groups to speak at their educational
events but he turned them down.

“I see as soon as the white man
calls you, here you are,” an
unidentified man shouted at Cosby
before being removed from the
building by security.  Controversy also
surrounded Cosby last month when

See Cosby page 4

“His vision and words of
encouragement served as a source of
empowerment to the parents and
students who attended,” Duncan said.
“We were successful at reaching our
goal of bring families together for an
educational event.” More than 9,000

people came to hear Cosby, 69, speak
about the pitfalls young, black men
often face in school and society.

“Society sees young, black males
without an education as a threat
because they think they will eventually
result to violence if they cannot find a
job,” Cosby said. “But the same group
of people see young, black males as a
double threat if they’re educated and
armed with a college degree. So if
you’re going to be considered a threat
anyway, why not be threatening in a
positive way.”

Other speakers included Mayor
Richard Daley and education reformer
George McKenna. McKenna, a former
teacher in the Los Angeles Unified
School District, was the subject of a
CBS movie starring Denzel
Washington. Although Cosby was well
received at the conference, some
parents were still disturbed by remarks
Cosby made two years ago at an event
commemorating the 50th anniversary
of the Supreme Court’s Brown vs.
Board of Education decision.

At the 2004 event, Cosby bluntly
criticized neglectful black fathers and

Mayor Richard Daley and Chicago Board of Education President, Rufus Williams
join comedian and activist, Bill Cosby at the Fourth Annual Chicago Public Schools
Power of Parents Conference at McCormick Place, on Wednesday Dec. 6

Mayor Richard M. Daley
announced his candidacy for a sixth
term Monday, after nearly three
years of scandal weakened his
control over the city his father once
ran.

“I have more to give to keep
Chicago moving forward. I am a
candidate for mayor of the great
City of Chicago,” Daley declared.

If Daley, 64, is re-elected on
Feb. 27 and serves the full term, he
will surpass his late father’s record
of almost 22 years in office.

Accompanied by his wife,
Maggie, and surrounded by civic,
political and religious leaders,
Daley made his announcement at
the Gary Comer Youth Center on the
city’s South Side. Daley touted the
center as evidence that his
administration has redeveloped

DALEY SEEKS 6TH TERM, CONGRESSMEN OUT OF RACE
Ben Protess

Chicago’s neighborhoods.
“I am proud of what we’ve

accomplished together. Chicago is
a better, stronger place to live, work
and raise a family than it was the
day we walked in the door,” Daley
said.

“Progress can be seen in
neighborhoods from one end of the
city to the other, in new parks, new
schools, new libraries, new police
and fire stations that serve as
anchors for their communities,” he
said.

Daley’s opponents, both
African-American, take strong
issue with claims that Chicago’s
neighborhoods have improved
under the Mayor.

“We want to bring attention to
the fact that under Mayor Daley,

See Daley page 4

Mayor Richard M. Daley is accompanied by his wife Maggie (front row, far left) and
a crowd of city officials and supporters Monday as he announces his candidacy for
re-election at the Gary Comer Youth Center on Chicago's South Side
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The North Lawndale Community News is now published
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to help
inform our community on resources, events, and issues
relevant to them and our neighboring communities. Our
community includes those who live, work, worship in, and/
or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive,
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our
community members.
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The primary focus for SHS/ NLCN during 2006 is
Health, Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a
good life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of
happiness,  especially in an economic driven society.
Welfare is unavoidable in showing man’s humanity (love)
toward man. All year long NLCN will  focus on  articles
related to health, education and our welfare throughout
our newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the
Westside of Chicago.

There is a great disparity in the health statistics in a
majority of our community areas. This announcement of
newsprint is too small to go into great detail, but some
resources that can help improve our health can be found
in The Sinai Health System’s Improving Community
Health Survey: “The State of Black Health Care”
published as a  supplement in a special edition of the
Philadelphia Tribune and  the Chicago Tribune in
November 2005, and information on the “Natural Cures”
website www.naturalcures.com. NLCN articles and links
refer to other resources that will go into greater detail on
health, education and welfare. The “Natural Cures,” an
interesting  new resource leads to solutions that have been
overlooked by mainstream medicine and some corporations,
perhaps because of greed or closed mindedness.

Education can reduce and minimize high rates of
unemployment and underemployment, produce healthier
citizens, and reduce the dependency on traditional welfare.
The West Side is changing, but not always in favor of the
less fortunate who have lived here for years.

Throughout the year, we will connect North Lawndale
residents with resources in their areas. NLCN will continue
to provide news and information on people, issues, and
events that are relevant to our readers, as well as touch on
the focus of our previous years. Becoming an intelligent
people we can also participate and benefit in making our
community a model neighborhood. We hope by reading
this community newspaper,  you will  become or remain
inspired to keep moving foward to a better life.
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On Thursday Nov. 30, Chicago’s New
Communities Program honored 28
“community heroes” at their Second Annual
Leadership Assembly. Two heroes were
chosen in each of 16 city neighborhoods, and

North Lawndale’s representatives were
Ernest Jenkins and his late wife Gloria. The
husband-wife duo was honored for their
works in improving neighborhoods across
Chicago.

NORTH LAWNDALE RESIDENTS

HONORED AS COMMUNITY HEROES
Kenya Nalls

 Earnest and Gloria Jenkins

Ernest and Gloria shared
a marriage and a 50-year
commitment to the Lawndale
community where they
helped out in different
organizations to help
promote neighborhood
activism.

Ernest Jenkins worked
with youth gangs for 14 years
until he began a social work
career later in life. Gloria
Jenkins worked with young
girls at the Chicago Youth
Center teaching them volleyball and softball.

The couple met at CYC, where they started
their quest to help everyone they can in their
community. Together they founded the
Westside Association for Community Action
(WACA) in 1971. The organization was
founded because the couple wanted the
community to focus more on health, juvenile
justice, and youth services.

“These programs and others have given us
an opportunity to express ourselves
professionally through our work,” said Ernest
Jenkins. “We wanted to add new services to
respond to the needs that weren’t being met,
and also enhance on things that we needed to
enhance on.”

 Ernest Jenkins was surprised and humbled
to learn he and his wife were being honored
because he believes so many people are doing
similar work in the community.

Even though Gloria Jenkins passed in

2005, her dream to improve the community
and help young people now lives through her
husband and their two daughters.

“My daughters are now following in me
and my wife’s footsteps of helping out in the
community where they grew up. They enjoy it
just like she did and the continuing of her
success is very rewarding to see,” Jenkins said.

The New Communities Program is a long-
term initiative of the Local Support Corporation
that began supporting comprehensive
community development in Chicago’s
neighborhoods in 2003. It seeks to rejuvenate
challenged communities, bolster those in danger
of losing ground, and preserve the diversity of
those in the path of neighborhood change.

The program started in three communities
and then expanded to 14 lead agencies serving
16 communities. It is supported by a major grant
from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation.

All my life I have witnessed the suffering
of black men. God made man in the image of
himself, and it seems like the black man has
taken on all his scars. Today we still suffer
from psychological effects of slavery. Omar
G. Reid says many problems within the black
community today can be directly traced to
slavery. A new theory that has been raising
interest and eyebrows is that many black men
today are suffering from what they call post-
traumatic slavery disorder. This theory points
to the high number of blacks in gangs, and on
drugs, and living in single-parent households.

In addition, this is the very reason why so
many of our black men are incarcerated, and
the drop-out rate among black men is just as
high. I have been working in higher education
for over ten years and it is such a struggle to
find African-American males who are
interested in the educational system. They feel
that there is nothing there for them, and no
matter how hard they work this country would
never give them a fair deal. Besides black men
have to work harder and he always has to
prove himself.

There was always a plan in place to keep
black men humiliated and subservient to make
sure they understand that they were at the
bottom and inferior. We have all kind of
women’s rights movements, and when we
lend a helping hand or focus on changing a
life usually it is to women and children.

We need to help our black men to be
leaders not followers and failures. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X would be
ashamed at the way black men are treated in
this country today. Police brutality behind
prison walls, lack of a quality education, and
a good job that would allow them opportunity
to take care of, and take on families are
problems. It would make them sick to their
stomach. I can barely stomach it.

Psychologist Dr. Poussaint while speaking
at the 11th Annual Expo for Today’s Black
Woman quoted “In slavery black parents tried
to keep their sons in line by beating them so
they wouldn’t talk back to the white man and
get lynched.” He also said that the black male
anger comes from the mistreatment of the
black man in the home and in the community.
I ask myself every day who will save the black
man. For instance, the overkill that took place
in Jamaica Queens, N.Y... Police shot at
twenty-three-year-old Sean Bell 50 times after
he left his bachelor party. The brother was

THE ASSAULT ON

BLACK MEN

CONTINUES
Michael B. Miller

See Men page15
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To Your Health

he settled a lawsuit filed by a woman who said the entertainer drugged
and groped her at his home. Attorneys for Cosby said he gave her
Benadryl, an over-the-counter antihistamine, after she complained
of stress and sleep problems.

Terms of the settlement are confidential, according to a statement
released by both sides. The plaintiff previously worked at Temple
University in Philadelphia, which touts Cosby as a trustee and one
of its most famous alumni. Despite the controversy that has
surrounded Cosby; the majority of the audience was excited to meet
America’s “Mr. Dad.”

“It was good to see Mr. Cosby in person after watching him on
TV all these years,” said Steve Taylor, a father of two. “I took off
work because I thought it was important to my children to hear
what he had to say and to listen to the unlimited opportunities they
can have with the right education.”

The morning conference on Dec. 6 was free and open to the
public, but the evening session was restricted to fathers and their
children. The conference included a screening of the film “Boys of
Baraka,” which chronicles the experiences of four at-risk 12-year-
old boys from Baltimore who leave home to attend an experimental
boarding school in Kenya.

It was during this time Cosby and other speakers discussed how
important it is for fathers to play an active role in their children’s
lives even if they do not live with them.

“I know a lot of men do not get along with their baby’s mother
and some women make it  difficult for men to be fathers to their
children but the fight must go on,” Cosby said. “Men, you must still
find a way to take the lead and provide for your children. Not just
financially, but emotionally also because too many children, girls
especially, grow up with emotional baggage as a result of not having
a father figure around them when they were young.” Each year
Jeffery Leving, a Chicago-based men’s rights attorney and author
of the bestselling book “Father’s Right’s,” speaks at several
fatherhood conferences, including the annual fatherhood conference
sponsored by Congressman Danny Davis (D-Chicago). Leving
discusses how crucial it is for fathers to be a part of their children’s
lives.

“Statistics do not lie and the results are overwhelming when it
comes to the outcome of children especially males who grow up
without a relationship with their father,” Leving said. “Overall,
children grow up happier and with more emotional stability with a
father than without one.”

Wendell Hutson is a freelance writer for NLCN and various
publications. To comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Cosby from front page

In an unprecedented door to door health
survey of the Humboldt Park and West Town
neighborhoods, the Sinai Urban Health
Institute found that diabetes was ravaging
through the communities at an alarming rate.
The study was published in the December 6th
issue of the Journal of Community Health.

“We found the highest rate of diabetes
among Puerto Ricans in the Humboldt Park
community than among any other group in
any place,” says Steve Whitman Ph.D.,
director of the Sinai Urban Health Institute
and lead author of the report. “Diabetes is a
big problem nationally with a prevalence of
six percent, which is higher than it has ever
been before. But it is just sweeping through
the Humboldt Park and West Town
communities.”

The study found that the prevalence of
diabetes among Puerto Ricans in the area is
21 percent, or 3.5 times that of the national

NEW STUDY DEEMS HUMBOLDT PARK A DIABETES HOT SPOT
Aricka T. Flowers

figure. Among blacks in the community the
prevalence rate is 15 percent or 2.5 times the
nation’s rate (see bar graph 1.1). In the North
Lawndale community, Whitman says the
prevalence of diabetes probably mirrors that
of blacks in Humboldt Park and West Town.

Such high rates for diabetes in a
concentrated area have motivated researchers
to find a cause for such a large disparity
between the area’s residents and the rest of
the nation.

“I can’t think of anything specific in the
community [that is causing the high diabetes
rate]; it’s not in the air or anything,” explains
Whitman. “But it is all tied into racism and
poverty, that’s for sure. It has to do with
obesity and exercise. What you can eat, in
large part, has to do with what you can afford
to eat. And much of the time exercise has to

See Diabetes page 14

Tanya Cabrera stops students in the halls
at Benito Juarez Community Academy in
Pilsen. She asks them about their college
essays, tells them to study more instead of
working part-time and makes sure students’
summer program applications arrive on time.

As post-secondary education coach,
Cabrera, 30, works to get more Hispanic
students into college after graduating from
Juarez, where most students are immigrants
or the children of immigrants.

Only 43 percent of Hispanic graduates
from the Chicago Public Schools (CPS) finish
college in six years, according to a report by
the University of Chicago. However, the
national average is 47 percent. CPS data
showed 27 percent of Juarez graduates either
enroll in college or post-secondary education.

“You all are the ones who can change those

statistics,” Cabrera told a group of eighth graders
visiting Juarez on last month. She said she will
help get them into college regardless of
immigration status. “With documents or without
documents, we can do it.”

Diana Izquierdo, 17, and ranked number one
in her senior class, may be college-bound but is
one of many undocumented students at Juarez.
“There are a lot of limits on us and a lot of closed
doors,” she said.

Cabrera also help students navigate the
college entrance process and finding schools that
will give scholarships to non-citizens to make up
for the lack of federal aid, added Izquierdo.

Cabrera also manages donations and
fundraisers to give scholarships to undocumented
students. She helps them enter programs such as
Summer Quest, which pays most of the costs for
Chicago public high school students to study

abroad for the summer– including Harvard and
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  “You
don’t have to have a social security number to
apply,” she said.

At a recent workshop about college financial
aid forms that Cabrera planned, she explained
the application process to students and their
parents, many of whom did not attend college.

She had also invited Luis Gutierrez, executive
director of Latinos Progresando, a Pilsen legal
services and advocacy organization, to educate
students about their legal status as undocumented
students.

Gutierrez said he was impressed that Cabrera
made sure students came from other high schools
as well as Juarez.

Cabrera is one of only a few people in Pilsen
devoted to expanding educational options for
Hispanic students, Gutierrez said. “If you had a

baseball team, she’d be one of the all-stars.”
“What’s unusual is to find someone who

has the brains, heart and passion,” he said.
“Someone who can bring people together and
make it look so easy.”

In addition to attending college, Gutierrez
also encourages undocumented students to
advocate for their rights.

“We’re hoping by the time they get through
college we’ll have something like the DREAM
Act passed.”

Juarez students are joining other
undocumented students in Chicago to urge
Sen. Dick Durbin, (D-IL), to continue to
support the federal DREAM Act, which
would allow some undocumented students
who immigrated to the U.S. as children to
become citizens.

Educator Pushing Immigrant Youth to College
Celeste Kennel-Shank

See Immigrant page 11

Daley from front page

Chicagoans; especially in African-American communities
are worse off,” mayoral candidate Bill “Dock” Walls said.
“We have homeless people living under Wacker Drive, we
have little or no low-income housing, and certainly no
economic development in the African-American
community,” said Walls, a one-time aide to the late Mayor
Harold Washington.

Dorothy Brown, Clerk of the Cook County Circuit Court
and a candidate for mayor, argues that Daley is focused on
beautifying the city instead of addressing community
problems.

“Sure, the city looks good on the outside, but these are
critical times for our city here on the inside of City Hall,”
Brown said.

The challengers hit Daley hard on the continuing federal
investigation into City Hall, although the Mayor has not
been accused of any wrongdoing.

“He has the most corrupt administration in the history
of this country. He sets the tone,” Walls said.

Brown said she would end “17 years of almost
unprecedented graft and corruption” under the Daley
administration. “It has been an administration that thrived
off illegal patronage hiring,” she said.

Daley’s announcement comes just two weeks after his
former patronage chief, Robert Sorich, was sentenced to 46
months in prison for his role in a long-running scheme to
rig city hiring. Sorich and three other high-ranking city
officials were convicted in July as part of a Federal probe
into city hiring practices.

Daley alluded to the federal investigation during
Monday’s announcement. “I do accept responsibility for
things that have gone wrong. I also know that words are not
enough,” Daley said. “The best way to show responsibility
is to address the problem directly so the problems will not
be repeated.”

Avoiding specific mention of the scandal, Daley instead
chose to laud the city’s crime-fighting efforts, citing
reductions in the homicide rate and other crime.

But Walls believes law enforcement is one area where
Daley is politically vulnerable. “We have an ongoing police
abuse scandal in Chicago … and [Daley] has a Police
Department that is under reporting the homicide rate, when
they report strangulation as a heart attack, not a homicide,”
Walls said.

Despite aggressive campaigns by Walls and Brown,
See page 14
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Not all Teachers are Parents, but all
Parents are Teachers! (Every Child Needs a
Coach) by Stanley G. Buford, Airleaf
Publishing $14.95

Many people rely on self-help books when
a problem exists in their life. Not all Teachers
are Parents, but all Parents are Teachers! is
more than that. The author wants to send a
wake up call to parents and teachers of
African American children designed to close
the African American achievement gap in
Urban Centers (New York, Chicago, Los
Angeles, Detroit, Oakland etc.) throughout
America.

The author of the book, Stanley G. Buford
was born in Chicago and now resides in Oak
Park. He is the president of Terkat Consultants
Inc., a city of Chicago and state of Illinois
certified Minority Business Enterprise that
does management consulting to schools,
churches and businesses.

Any beginner can use this book to assist

   BOOK REVIEW: NOT ALL TEACHERS ARE PARENTS, BUT ALL

PARENTS ARE TEACHERS! (EVERY CHILD NEEDS A COACH)
Marquita Ware

children “at risk.” These children are defined
as those prone to failure without assistance
from those most capable of insuring their
success. It is written for parents who want
the best for their children and to guarantee
their success in an ever-changing society that
requires a literate population to propel it
through the 21st century.

This book has five chapters, Parent
Corner, Families In Transition, The
Fatherhood Connection On Parenting, A
Parent Guide: A Realistic Approach and
Teacher Tools. It is filled with tips and
strategies to help your childe focus on
education.

“Parents must understand that they are a
child’s 1st teacher. All parents/adults can serve
as “coaches” to improve the academic
standing of children without regard to the
educational background of the “coach,” stated
Mr. Buford. The book has valuable
information that is broken down for parents
and others to understand different methods
of helping a child to learn.

An important method he wants parents/
educators to use to identify a child’s learning
process is Visual (seeing), Auditory (hearing)
and Kinesthetic (sense of motion).

Some children are visual learners and they
learn by being exposed to what they hear,
some are auditory learners that learn by what
they hear and others learn by being exposed
to a number of hands-on experiences and they
are identified in the book as kinesthetic
learners.

“It is important for parents and teachers
to identify the learning style (audio: hearing,
visual: seeing and kinesthetic: hands on), in
order to make the best of the school to home
transition.  Asking a child to help with
preparing the evening meal will employ all
three styles and will foster communication
that is sometimes taken for granted. This is
the primary reason a cookbook is included in
this resource manual at no additional cost,”
said Buford.

In chapter four of the book, he uses a cook
book approach for the educator and child to
bring into play. This method can be used when
trying to figure out which of the three learning
methods the child uses to learn.

“It is important for parents and teachers
to identify the learning style (audio: hearing,
visual: seeing and kinesthetic: hands on), in
order to make the best of the school to home
transition.  Asking a child to
help with preparing the evening
meal will employ all three styles
and will foster communication
that is sometimes taken for
granted.  This is the primary
reason a cookbook is included
in this resource manual at no
additional cost,” says Buford.

Mr. Buford goes on to say,
“Fathers play a key role in the
development of their children.
It is crucial that parents learn to
lay aside their differences in

order that children are reared in an
atmosphere that is safe, secure, faith based
and conducive to learning. Dads must lead
by example.” Chapter three is for fathers and
male educators to use in the process of turning
boys into men. Being the father of two he
knows that a child needs a father present in
their life. He wants fathers to be able to teach
their children too, especially young men.

Mr. Stanley G. Buford will also be
appearing on the nationally televised show
“Heartbeat of America” on December 15,
2006, which will air on the American Life
Television channel at 8a.m. check your cable
listings for channel.

This book is a must read for all educators
at home or in school. It will give you helpful
strategies and tips to guide you in the process
of education a child.

“Finally a book for and about
parents…from a parent’s point of view.” -
Kathy Lee, Dean of Students – Fellowship
Academy School, San Francisco, CA

“Teachers, administrators, policymakers,
get on board the parent train.” – Honorable
Clarence W. Hawkins – Educator Emeritus,
Moorehouse Parish Schools, Mayor, city of
Bastrop, Louisiana

Marquita Ware is the production/Layout
& Design Coordinator for the North
Lawndale Community News. To comment on
this article visit our weblog at www.nlcn.org.

Not all Teachers are Parents, but all Parents are
Teachers!  Book Cover

Stanley G. Buford
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On Wednesday, December 6, I had the
opportunity to attend the Fourth Annual
Power of Parents Conference at
McCormick Place with a group of parents
and Urvonnie Franklin, chairman of the No
Child Left Behind PAC from the John M.
Gregory School.

The Master of Ceremony for the
conference was. Rufus Williams, president
of the Chicago Board of Education.  Arne
Duncan, Chief Executive officer of the
Chicago Public Schools was present as was
Mayor Richard M. Daley.

At the conference, we viewed “The
Boys of Baraka.” This movie was about a
group of 12-year-old boys that society had
given up on. Twenty boys were taken from
the streets of the inner city of Baltimore to
Baraka. Baraka is an experimental
boarding school in Kenya, East Africa. The
film captures the boys’ amazing journey
to put their lives on a fresh path. It also
shows how they fare when they are forced
to return to the difficult realities of their
city.

After the movie, we listened to two
fiery guest speakers who touched on
themes of rampant consumerism, negative
messages in rap music, and a parent’s
responsibility to put their children’s need
ahead of their own.

Comedian and education advocate Bill
Cosby spoke to a friendly crowd of over
10, 000 parents, teachers, and students
about poverty, love, and behavior.

“In order to get out of poverty, you’ve
got to be told what you’re doing wrong,”
Cosby said.  Cosby counseled the audience
to teach love to their children.

According to Cosby, one way to teach
love is to buy what the child needs rather
than what the child wants. Teaching love
is so important that Cosby reminded us
“hurt people hurt people.”  Children who
learn to love themselves care what happens
to themselves and others.

Children and parents need to hear more
productive information. It’s all about
helping our children to better themselves
and it will also help us adults be more
responsible. I wished that more parents,
teachers, and students from Gregory could
have come along to hear the positive and
informative messages from Cosby. There
were other guest speakers there too.

Dr. George McKenna urged parents to
visit their child’s classroom during the
school day and not be cowed by educators
who treat parents as unwelcome intrusions.
I was delighted at McKenna’s perspective
when he said, “Great minds discuss great
things…small minds discuss other
people.”

Dr. McKenna cautioned the audience
to “stop blaming other people for your
downfall.”  McKenna said that each
individual is responsible to pull himself up
and that it’s up to the community to help
build community. This is a great message
because our children learn what they live.
They know when we are in control and are
taking care of ourselves. When we practice
moderation in eating, speaking, and using
addictive substances, our children are less
likely to overeat, use profanity, and use
drugs and alcohol. And if we are not living,
loving, and prospering in a healthy way,
how do we expect our children to live that
way.

Keturah Israel is a North Lawndale
resident and writer for NLCN. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Parent
Involvement
Conference

Delivers Nuggets
of Wisdom

 Keturah Israel

Skinny Cooks Can’t Be Trusted by Mo’
Nique Jackson and Sheri A. McGee McCovey

Amistad, $26.95
Mo’Nique proves, once again, that she’s

got talent far beyond television screens with
her latest release, “Skinny Cooks Can’t Be
Trusted.”  The Harper Collins’ Imprint,
Amistad, released this book in October—just
in time for holiday cooks to get a meal and a
laugh in before their family drives them crazy.
Co-author Sheri A. McGee McCovey helps
organize her work for a second time and chef

Gerry “G.” Garvin lends his cooking expertise
to ensure all the recipes are exquisite.  This
book is packed with authority, confidence and
fun and is a must for any woman’s bookshelf.

The book starts much like the last,
explaining in no uncertain terms just why
skinny women can’t be trusted to cook for
you.  For Mo’Nique, anyone offering a veggie
this or a butterless that is taking the fat and
the fun out of food. This book is not about
downplaying skinny women, but about
downplaying the diet factor that is so
pervasive in today’s cooking world.  As
Mo’Nique examines in this book, food is
about living and enjoying life.

Mo’Nique begins her cooking story in a
very personal place—the bedroom.  She starts
with “The Man Catcher,” a meal certain to
catch that special someone.  As she explains,
“Take it from me, that adage ‘the way to a
man’s heart is through his stomach’ is no damn
joke.” She borrows from a family recipe and
describes how she used it to catch herself a
husband with it.  By satisfying him with a
meal, she made her way into his heart.  At the
end of the chapter, she warns that you should
only use “The Man Catcher” if you’re sure
that that’s the man you want to stay with.

In this book we learn, once again, about
her family and close friends.  Recipes feature

tips from her grandmother, her mother, Alice,
who finds time to help in between her frequent
trips to Vegas, her dad who has the energy to
fight with escaped crabs when drunk, and her
strong brother/manager Steve whose steak is
named after himself.

Recipes range from fried chicken to meat
loaf, a comfort food favorite for Mo’Nique.
Chapters are parceled out into sections like
“The Man Catcher,” “The Morning-After
Meal,” and “Comfort Foods.”  The end of
the book also features a section of “Pantry
Essentials” for the cook who wants to have
every ingredient readily available in case a
meal needs to be made at the last minute.  And
Mo’Nique also offers a list of “Product
Shortcuts,” which are store bought solutions
for those who don’t have time to make items
for scratch—this is for those who want to get
away with making Jiffy cornbread that tastes
great rather than making cornbread from
scratch.

This book is a definite purchase for
anyone just starting out cooking or for more
seasoned chefs that simply want a great laugh
with a glass of wine.

Angelic Jones is a freelance writer and
copy editor for NLCN.  To comment on this
article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.
Angelic can be reached at
ajoneswrites4u@excite.com.

BOOK REVIEW: Skinny Cooks Can’t Be Trusted
Review by Angelic Jones

Skinny Cooks can’t be Trusted book cover

ALL ORDERS BASED UPON 12 PAIR MINIMUM
12 PAIR - $16.00 PER SET
24 PAIR - $15.00 PER SET
36 PAIR - $14.00 PER SET

ANY QUESTIONS CALL
AJ FASHIONS 312 545-4448

On January 16,
2007, the Lincoln
Challenge Academy in
downstate Rantoul,
Illinois will have a new
cadet hailing from North
Lawndale and Collins
High School. Donnell
Coakley, 16, a junior at
Collins, made a very big
decision this semester.
He heard about the
Lincoln Challenge
Academy from a
friend’s mother and a sudden urgency took hold of him. “I just felt this was
it. I should take advantage of this program. I want to change my life around
because the streets are creeping into my life”, Donnell explained.

The Lincoln Challenge Academy is currently on it’s 27th class and
starting it’s 13th year of operation. The program states that it has the potential
of providing thousands of “at risk” young men and women with a new
start. The Lincoln Challenge is an “alternative to traditional educational
methods incorporating discipline in an intensive, structured environment”,
according to the website. The Academy is run by active members of the
Illilnois National Guard and retired military personnel. If a cadet completes
the 22 weeks and GED requirements, he/she may qualify for a scholarship
to a community college in the State of Illinois. This scholarship grant was
established by the Governor and the General Assembly.

Donnell was born August 6,1990 at Cook County Hospital and has
lived in North Lawndale his entire life attending Our Lady of the Westside
Catholic School, Johnson Elementary, and Collins High School. Donnell
was raised by his grandmother, Anna Morrisson, who died in May of
2004. Donnell works at St. Agatha’s SAFE program and participates in
drum line at Collins.

“I want to discipline myself and become a man”, Donnell stated. Donnell
is apprehensive about entering Lincoln Challenge Academy and expressed
that he will definitely be “homesick” for his friends and family including

aunts and uncles along
with his 6 brothers and
5 sisters in various parts
of the city, suburbs, and
Kankakee, Illinois.

I first met Donnell
almost 3 years ago at St.
Agatha where 1 was
fortunate to become his
tutor and mentor
through the SAFE
program.   I have seen
Donnell grow up very
fast in just a few years.
He has struggled and

persevered without much support through dramatic changes and through
loss.  I admired him immediately after our first tutoring session. I am
always amazed at his quiet, humble way as well as his subtle intelligence.
Ultimately, it is Donnell who has taught me something; to be courageous
in the face of adversity, to seize opportunity, and to have hope and trust in
God.   I am one of his biggest fans.

COLLINS STUDENT
MAKES BIG DECISION

Kevin Casey and Donnell Coakley

Donnell Coakley
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Education and Training

If you want to ace your studies at the
university, here is some advice I received
while studying at three different
universities.

Don’t worry about having a
disadvantage. English is not my first
language (since I come from the DRC) and
yet I was able to graduate with honors.  The
amount of hard work you put in will propel
you higher than the average student.

My Organic Chemistry professor once
told me “Review your class notes before
going to bed.” I would come home at 10
p.m. from my night classes. Tired, I would
push myself to read my notes of the day’s
classes. That little reading made a big
difference when it came time to study a few
days later. It is as if your brain retains more.
I can’t explain it scientifically, but try it!

Do yourself a favor and don’t wait until

the night before to read three books. Do some
reading everyday. I imitated my friends who
majored in literature and anthropology.  They
underlined the important information to
remember and made notes in the margin or a
notebook. Go to your favorite reading places,
a library, a coffee shop or your backyard. This
way you won’t feel like you’re punishing
yourself by being stuck in a dark room all
day.

Study ahead of time. It will remove the
pressure off your shoulders. On Friday, go
study. Some of your friends will call you a
nerd, but ignore them; tell them you will hang
out with them on Sunday. If you’re Muslim,
Jewish or a Seventh-day Adventist, just
switch your study days around your religious
day of rest.

My math teacher in secondary school told
me “hit a ball in between study times.” That

advice has saved me numerous times
throughout university life. Expect to get burnt
out time during the intensive preparatory
period before writing your exams.

That’s when you need physical exercises.
It’s a great way to remove tension, bring more
oxygen to your brain and relax faster. For
those of you who are into sports, pick any of
your favorites and make time to do it at least
30 minutes each day. Don’t worry if you don’t
have the desire to be a Michael Jordan, you
can simply walk. I once had a friend who
walked and spoke out loud to memorize his
biology lessons.

Capitalize on your memorization skills.
Some of us are visual, others remember by
hearing or by doing. Many are a mixture. If
you don’t know what you are try different
methods. You will soon learn what works for
you and what does not. Don’t worry if people

look at you funny when you’re talking to
yourself or doing some signs in the air, your
studies are your priority. So go for it.

Remember being a university student is
unlike any other period of your life. Whether
you’re specializing in a subject to get rich
or are doing something you are passionate
about, make sure you enjoy your study
experience fully. Dare to take a class in a
totally different subject. Life is too short.
Be yourself to the fullest. Yes even doing
math exercises when bored on vacation is
o.k. Trust me, I’ve been there.

Kabuika Kamunga has a bachelor
degree in Chemistry and a master’s in
Journalism. She is Congolese and resides
in Chicago. She is currently doing an
internship in Johannesburg, South Africa.
To comment on this article visit our weblog
at: www.nlcn.org.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW TO SURVIVE COLLEGE
Kabuika Kamunga

School districts around the country
including the Chicago Public Schools are
closely following two courts cases before the
U.S. Supreme Court, which could ban public
schools from using students’ race to promote
diversity.

“The purpose of the Equal Protection
clause is to ensure that people are treated as
individuals rather than based on the color of
their skin,” Chief Justice John Roberts Jr. said.

Cases from Seattle and Louisville, Ky.,
brought the issue before the court for the first
time since 2003, when a 5-4 ruling upheld
considering race in college admissions to
attain a diverse student body. A ruling is
expected by June.

The two cases are Parents Involved in
Community Schools vs. Seattle School
District No. 1 and Meredith vs. Jefferson
County Board of Education. Lawyers for the

parents and the Bush administration said the
plans violate the 14th Amendment.

At issue are the racial-integration
guidelines adopted by school boards in
Seattle and Louisville.

Seattle allows its students to choose
which high school they want to attend but
tries to maintain a racial balance within 10
percentage points of its overall enrollment.
In 2001, before the program was suspended,
210 white students and 90 minorities were
denied their first choice of a high school.

The Louisville schools seek to keep black
enrollment between 15 percent and 50
percent.

Mike Vaughn, communications director
for the Chicago Public Schools, said the
challenges could prove among the most
significant K-12 desegregation cases since

the Brown vs. Board of Education ruling in
1954 that banned racial segregation in public
schools.

He adds that CPS is monitoring these two
cases case and predict its outcome could play
a crucial role in determining how race-based
admission policies are handled in the future
for the nation’s third-largest school system
with 435,000 students. The district uses a
racially weighted lottery system to ensure
diversity at some 60 selective and magnet
schools citywide.

About 400 of the nation’s 15,000 school
districts are under court orders to desegregate.
In August, a federal judge dumped many
Chicago Public Schools desegregation rules,
but the system remains under a 26-year-old
desegregation plan.

Diversity problems go beyond high
school

Education advocates like Walter
Michaels, best-selling author of the book
“The Trouble with Diversity,” said by
focusing on race and promoting diversity
programs at universities, rich people can
maintain their class status. That’s because
many selective universities enroll so few
minority students. For example, this year
blacks made up 2 percent of the student
population at the University of California in
Los Angeles (UCLA) and 6 percent at the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, school
records show. And Michaels adds that the
majority of students at selective colleges
come from families of extreme wealth.

At Harvard, for example, 75 percent of
students come from families with incomes
over $100,000, according to a recent report
by the National Board of Higher Education,

Court Cases Could End Diversity At Public Schools
Wendell Hutson

See Diversity page 14

EVERYBODY has been waiting for it.
Even folks who are not techno-savvy have
heard rumors and whispers about it. Now the
biggest bomb to be dropped from Microsoft
in five years is about to hit home: Windows
Vista. Available in 32 bit and 64 bit versions,
Windows Vista is the newest operating system
to be created by software giant Microsoft
Corp, and hits store shelves January 30, 2007
(the end of this November for business
customers).

The last time consumers got a new flavor
of digital ice-cream was in 2001 with
Windows XP (which stood for “Experience”).
Touted by Microsoft as a “breakthrough
computing experience”1, the name Vista
refers to the marketing idea that our
computers should “bring clarity to our world”,
helping us navigate more easily and
effectively through our lives, accomplishing
the things we need to take care of.

There are five different versions of the
software to choose from, each catering to
different consumer needs. The software
includes dozens of new features, most aimed
at security, and a breathtaking user interface
(the images and sounds that we experience
on our screens) that must be seen to be
believed. There are hundreds of sites
documenting the newest member of the
Windows  operating system family; I’ll
include a few at the end of this article.

There is a currently active promotion,
sponsored by Microsoft and various computer
manufacturers, that makes Windows Vista
even more tantalizing. Called the Express
Upgrade program, this promotion rewards
consumers who purchase a qualifying
Windows Vista Capable PC between October
26, 2006 and March 15, 2007, with a free
upgrade copy of Windows Vista! Clearly,
Windows Vista promises to be the most

exciting and most heralded release from
Microsoft  in a very long time.

So only one question remains: should you
spend your money on it? For many users,
Microsoft’s current operating system,
Windows XP,   provides just the right amount
of security and ease of use that they need.
Paul Mark Wallace, president and chief
integrator of InSync Data Systems,
recommends that “users stick with the
operating system that is most stable and
functional for their needs”. Release manager
and director of program management Sven
Hallauer stated that, “Windows Vista is built
to be our most reliable operating system yet.

We used new development
methodologies that helped us build more
secure and reliable software.” 2 I think that
business owners, corporate users, and anyone
else with an enhanced need for security and
robustness should strongly consider making
the upgrade as soon as financially possible,
though if your current system and operating
system is fitting your needs, there’s’ no
desperate rush to make the switch.

No matter what you decide,  between the
Express Upgrade program, and the numbers
of PC’s that will be purchased with Vista
preinstalled, Windows Vista will soon
become a common feature in the households,
institutions,  and businesses of Lawndale.

For more in-depth information about
Windows Vista, including pricing, please
log onto the following sites:

http://www.microsoft.com/windowsvista/
getready/default.mspx

http://www.winsupersite.com/reviews/
winvista_02.asp

http://www.microsoft.com/windowsvista/
getready/expressupgrade.mspx

New Vision for a New Year:
Microsoft Windows Vista

By Marlone Finley
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1211 S. Western, Suite 203

The North Lawndale area has
experienced a resurgence of development
in the past decade, and while some of these
new ventures may survive, some
undoubtedly will fail to thrive.

Driving, riding a bus, walking or
running you can observe the remains of
businesses throughout the community that
once employed hundreds of Westside
residents.

One type of business that is considered
enrichment in Chicago is the currency
exchange. Located on a busy intersection
at 3160 West Ogden is a 24 Hour Currency
Exchange that has withstood the test of
time, crime and endured the high rate of
unemployment for many of its customers–
stands brightly.

While banks are popping up like toast
and vying for customers with lofty
incentives and catchy slogans, this currency
exchange at Kedzie/Ogden for over 20
years, has managed to weather the highs
and lows of operating in an area under
constant re-development by listening to
their customers needs and suggestions.

Owners Kevin Wiley and Dan
Benjamin (Father-in-law), along with a
team of twelve employees rely simply on
giving customers the best service possible.
They offer a wide-range of a transaction
that go beyond the basic check cashing; that
includes: License plates and stickers, title
registrations, money orders and utilities
payment.

“We do it all – we’re your one stop
money shop,” said Wiley whose hands on
approach to the business is the key to
keeping his customers and employees
happy.

Most notably is the free service charge
given to Chicago Police employees, a one
percent discount off the check cashing fee
is given to the Fire department employees,
a gesture of appreciation for their hard work
in the community.

Some neighboring hospitals and other
businesses, receives one percent discount
as customers of Wiley and his team at this

round the clock “We Never Close,” currency
exchange, and regular customers receives a
break from them when they bring in referrals.

“If you (customer) bring in a friend to cash
a check (payroll) and sign him up; we cash
your check for free,” said Wiley.

During the past few years Kedzie Street
and Ogden Avenue have been under new
development and the rate of constructions are
staggering.  This rise in new construction has
breathed new life into a once defunct
community and while condos, townhouses
and churches are being built, many businesses
old and new ones are starting to rematerialize.

“We are starting to see more of the
companies that went oversee for the
manufacturers - they are starting to come
back,” said Wiley in light of the new
constructions. “There are gradually people
coming back to the Lawndale area.”

This resurgent of businesses is good news
to many in the community, but it’s not about

the numbers of new customers the 24 Hour
Currency Exchange can obtain. Wiley’s has
moved beyond the notion of just making
money and retreating to his home in the
suburbs of Illinois.

Since 1988, not only has Wiley managed
to run a successful business in a field that he
barely knew anything about years before, but
he has become a staple in a community that
barely knew anything about him years ago.

Ensuring great customer service is only
one facet of Wiley’s business.  He cares about
the residents in the community and more
importantly the welfare of their children.  He
and fellow business owners banded together
to build a basketball court at Douglas Park
for the community and he visions more after
school havens for the youth of North
Lawndale.

“What I would like to see is more after
school programs for the kids and youth
centers. I think that if we work together as a

community we can make everything better
for the kids,” said Wiley.

It’s important to him that the West Side
of Chicago receive the resources that are
available in the community.  Wiley finds that
working together with community leaders,
politicians and other businesses results in
everyone sharing in the feeling of
achievement.

“When more business owners and the
community get involved - everybody wins,”
he said. “You got to give back.”

His ideals come from his travels to other
cities and witnessing how their community
leaders work with their local politicians. He
plans to continue to work toward building
more basketball courts and playgrounds.

 One site that he wants to build a
playground on is right behind the currency
exchange next to a daycare center and he’s
calling on local businesses to make it
happen.

“My thing is education and helping the
kids…and everybody needs to get together
as business owners and start helping the
community, because they’re the ones
(people in the community) who take of your
business,” said Wiley.

His desire to have the young people of
North Lawndale the opportunity to be able
to have a safe haven to go to after school is
a top priority with Wiley.  Being a father of
three he knows the importance of children
learning and experiencing new activities and
he finds it necessary to build more centers
in the neighborhoods.

Wiley’s 24 Hour Currency Exchange is
a vital part of the community and his drive
to help improve the lives of the children is
highly regarded and the community applaud
Wiley and his staff for their constant service
and contribution to the North Lawndale
Community.

Priscilla Lucas is a North Lawndale
resident and a journalism graduate from
Columbia College. Priscilla is a general
assignment reporter for NLCN. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at
www.nlcn.org.

Currency Exchange Never Closes To North Lawndale Community
Priscilla (Perci) Lucas

Owner Kevin Wiley stands in front of currency exchange at Kedzie and Ogden

Gerald and Lorean Earles were among “Five
Local Heroes” recognized for their dedication
and commitment to Chicago by the Bank of
America Foundation on Wednesday, November
15, 2006. NBC 5 News Today Anchor, Dick
Johnson, hosted the 2006 Chicago Neighborhood
Excellence Initiative Awards where each of the
five heroes designated a qualified nonprofit
organization of their choice to receive a $5,000
grant from the Bank of America Charitable
Foundation. The Earles selected Neighborhood

Housing Services of Chicago (NHS) to receive
their award. Charles Leeks, NHS’ North
Lawndale Director, was with them to accept the
award.

“We never thought that cleaning up a vacant
lot would result in meeting President Clinton in
1993 and today in receiving an honor such as
this,” said a jubilant Gerald Earles. “I am happy
and proud to receive this award,” said Lorean

Earles.
It’s not difficult to see that prosperity is

growing in North Lawndale, a neighborhood
three miles from downtown Chicago. New homes
are being built, the old Greystones are being
restored, commerce is peeking over the wall, the
old gray drab look is greening, and the
neighborhood is changing. Not everyone saw
these changes as early as Gerald and Lorean
Earles.

More than thirty years ago the Earles began
a quest to clean up their block in Chicago’s North
Lawndale neighborhood. Their journey led them
to form relationships with the community, the
Chicago Botanic Gardens, Operation
Brotherhood, and the University of Illinois.

The University of Illinois Urban Gardening
staff first began working with the Earles in 1985,
when they set out to create a community garden
on four vacant lots on Trumbull Avenue, a few
doors down from their home. The Earles and their
neighbors named the garden the “Slumbusters
Community Garden.”   The group of gardeners
soon became known as the Slumbusters and
journalist James Baetke penned Gerald with the
name Gerald “The Slumbuster” Earles.

Gerald and Lorean Earles together embody
the spirit of community. Using their leadership
skills and their powers of community advocacy
they have set into motion a process that has
revitalized a suffering neighborhood. “Get rid of
the beast and bring beauty back to the
neighborhood” has been the Earles’ constant
mantra over the past 30 years in North Lawndale.
The recent work of the Earles’ has helped to
inspire Neighborhood Housing Services of
Chicago’s Historic Greystone Initiative that is
helping to restore Greystone buildings throughout
the North Lawndale community. The Earles have

received media attention in the
Chicago Tribune, the Chicago
Defender, and Woman’s Day
magazine. The most notable recognition they
received, however, was a national award in 1993
by the Thousand Points of Light Foundation.

“We never asked for money to do our work,”
said Lorean Earles. “We asked for and received
rakes and shovels. Someone even gave us a
truck.”

When asked their feeling in receiving this
honor, the Earles replied, “We feel that we are
making a contribution. When we see beauty in a
place that had none, that is our reward.”

Dr. Shemuel Israel practices chiropractic in
North Lawndale. He is a certified wellness home
consultant and is president of the Center for
Health Promotion and Enhancement. His email
address is drsbisrael@ameritech.net. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Lorean (left) and Gerald (right) Earles receive their award, Charles Leeks, North Lawndale NHS Director (center)

NORTH LAWNDALE’S
“LOCAL HEROES” HONORED

By  Shemuel B. Israel, D.C.

By  Shemuel B. Israel, D.C.
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WESTSIDE BRANCH NAACP INSTALLS NEW OFFICERS

CONGRATULATIONS PRICE RITE
FOOD & DELI DECEMBER BUSINESS

OF THE MONTH

From left to right Price Rite
employees Canecka Pierce,

Angenette Edwards and Chardon
Jenkins

In front of a supportive audience of friends,
members, and guests, Judge Carol Howard (7th

District, sub circuit) swore in the newly elected
officers and board members of the Chicago
Westside Branch of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP).

The annual meeting was held at Wallace’s
Catfish Corner and was highlighted by the
current branch president, Mrs. Vera G. Davis,
witnessing the swearing in of her successor, Mr.
Karl Brinson.  “It is rare that we are able to
witness the passing of the torch from an
outstanding leader to one who has been
mentored and is prepared to assume the huge
task of running an organization.

Usually, we are eulogizing the leader
instead” is how Reverend Lewis Flowers
described the event.  Davis, who became
president of the branch in 2000, only four
months before the previous president, Nola
Bright, passed away, stated, “I’m confident that
Mr. Brinson will continue the long tradition of
Westside activism and empowerment.  I have
mentored Karl for years, and therefore, I know
he is well prepared to take the organization to
the next level.  I am very happy that I am here
to witness this transition.  It was time to pass
leadership to the next generation.”

Brinson, formerly the first vice president and
Freedom Fund fundraising chair, stated, “With
Mrs. Davis as the chairman and the other
officers, board members, and members working
together, you can expect to see more activities
sponsored by committees and more visibility
in the greater community. The Westside Branch
will continue to place the focus on the mission
of the NAACP, which is to ensure the political,

educational, social, and economic equality of
rights of all persons and to eliminate racial hatred
and racial discrimination.”

Second Vice President Donovan Taylor,
couldn’t contain his excitement.  He announced
that he personally plans to recruit branch
members who are retired to manage the branch
office so that it might remain open week days
during regular business hours.  He stated that
everyone should, “Stay tuned.  We plan to
leverage the NAACP name to carry out the
mission of the organization.”

The other officers sworn in were as follows:
Board Chairman, Vera G. Davis; Vice
Presidents, Wilbert Cook, Donovan Taylor, and
Daryl Jones; Secretaries, Patricia B. Easley
(Financial), Carolyn Hankins-Page (Recording),
Carol K. Dorsey (Assistant Secretary);

Treasurer, Annie Marie Ford.
The Board Members sworn in were as

follows:  ACT-SO Program Coordinator, Walter
Washington; Community Coordinator,
Reverend Lewis Flowers; Economic
Development, Ladarius Curtis; Education,

following members and officers, from left to right: Renell E. Perry, Carol K. Dorsey, Annie Marie Ford,
The Honorable Danny K. David, Vera G. Davis (outgoing president), Patricia B. Easley, Evangelist
Gwendolyn Burrell, and Karl A. Brinson, new President.

North Lawndale Community News and
Harris Bank are proud to honor Price Right
Food & Deli Store at 2449 West Harrison, as
North Lawndale’s Small Business of the
Month for December. The store is open Mon-
Fri: 7:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m.  Saturday: 10:00
a.m. until 8:30 p.m. and Sunday: 11:00 a.m.
until 8:30 p.m.

Tony Pierce, and his six employees
recently celebrated their first year in business
and are optimistic about the future of the store.

When Pierce, 44, decided that he wanted
to open a business in the area where he grew
up, the first thing recognizable to him was
that his community didn’t have a quality store.

“Nothing was in the area that I considered
(of good) quality,” Pierce said.

“I look at how Black people
were being treated in other
nationalities store,” he adds. “I
looked at how we (African-
Americans) were being taken
advantage of and how we
weren’t getting quality food.”

So with the help of local
politicians, business owners and friends that
educated him on how to get this type of
business up and running.

Pierce drew from memories of his
childhood in Chicago, as well as Arkansas,
when all the families came together for meals,
opting to add a homemade food service to
his store and “Price Right Food & Deli,”
opened its doors.

The store is well stocked with everyday
staples of items needed on a daily basis, but
what makes Price Right unique are the
homemade dishes prepared by Alfreda Gray,
Pierce’s sister.

These meals are prepared on what Pierce
has named “Soul Food Sunday,” and many
churchgoers’ ventures in for their meals at a
$6.50 a plate with desserts.

Bernard Clay; Fundraising, Renell E. Perry;
Health, Barbara Jones; Housing, Phyllis Logan;
Labor and Industry, Ray C. Easley; Legal
Redress, Patrice Ball-Reed; Membership,
Loretta Kern; Political Action, Mary Gardner;
Press and Publicity, Delores McCain; Religious
Affairs, Reverend Lamont Rutledge; Veterans
Affairs, Steven Page; Youth Works, Deborah
Williams; At Large, Melissa Amison, Reverend
Wardell Newsome, Constance Jackson, and
Nicole Weathersby.

The Honorable Danny K. Davis,
Congressman of the Seventh Congressional
District, charged the newly elected officers and
board members to work to make certain that
the future generations will have a better quality
of life than we have experienced.  He also
volunteered to give a $1,000.00 scholarship to
the member who has sold the most membership.
The member may give the scholarship to
whoever they chose.

The Westside Branch of the NAACP is
located at 1140 North Lamon.  The telephone
number is 773 261-5890.  The branch meets
regularly on the first Saturday of each month at
1:00 p.m.

Better Life for Youth Gives away winter coats
to youth provided by the Chicago Area Project

Better Life For Youth
(BLYF),  one of 50
affiliates of the Chicago
Area Project (CAP) and
Burlington Coat Factory
sponsored a Christmas
coat Giveaway at Senator
Rickey R. Hendon’s 5th
Senatorial District
meeting. Coats were
picked out for students in
BLYF’s after school
program. “Better Life for
Youth  also brought 5 coats
from our own budget for
students in our after school
program”, said Eugene
Wolf, the Executive
Director.   The students

See Youth page 11
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Economic Development

 “We do a substantial amount of predevelopment
and bridge financing…early-end and first-end money,”
said Holmes, “and then it’s followed on by larger
construction and permanent financing from the bank,
city, and/or the state.”

“An organization requesting financing can be very
small (that is, a one-man or woman shop),” said
Holmes, “but it has to be a corporation and it has to be
engaged in some kind of community development such
as affordable housing, a community facility, a
commercial or retail building, or an industrial project.”

Although CCLF does not make loans to individuals
to buy a home, it will make loans to a one-person real
estate development firm who is building five homes.
“We would make a predevelopment loan to that firm
or a construction loan to that firm who is building
homes that would be affordable to low and middle
income people in the neighborhood. We are a brick
and mortar lender, primarily,” said Holmes. The agency
does not finance loans to start small businesses.

CCLF believes neighborhood-based agencies,
developers, and businesspeople deserve the
opportunity to shape the future of their neighborhood.
In financing loans from $5,000 to $350,000 and more,
they try to work with these customers who are often
overlooked by traditional banks and other financial

service providers.
 “We essentially provide the right type of financing

at the right time with pre-development and bridge
financing being the products we are best known for,”
said Holmes. “That type of money is really hard to come
by because your customers are essentially asking us to
make an investment in their project before they have
finished their construction drawings; before they have
all of the additional financing lined up; before they
perhaps have even completed their market study.

“In fact, on a case-by-case basis, where other
elements of a project’s feasibility are quite strong, the
Chicago Community Loan Fund will include the cost
of a professional market study in a predevelopment loan
along side other early-stage development expenses.

Such a loan can also allow a customer to hire an
architect to design the project that they have in mind as
well as pay a development consultant to help them think
through the project and assemble construction and
permanent financing to make sure that it is going to be
successful. And that’s very early stage financing. That’s
why we say it’s the right loan at the right time.”

CCLF partners with Fannie Mae and The Steans
Family Foundation. For more information call 312/252-
0440 ext. 205, or visit www.cclfchicago.org.

Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson is a poet and writer for
NLCN and Residents Journal. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Financing from front page

 Mayor Daley, the State of Illinois, and
various Chicago philanthropies recently
committed $22.5 Million to CHA Workforce
Development Programs.  These funds are
earmarked for job training and job placement
services for current and displaced CHA
residents.

“Our plan for transformation is about
creating new opportunities – opportunities for
better housing, education, healthcare and
better jobs,” said Mayor Daley. “But like any
opportunity offered, they only work if people
choose to take them.”

The announcement was made at a
breakfast ceremony honoring some of the
thousands of CHA residents who recently
completed job-training programs and found
new jobs and careers with the help of the city,
the CHA, and private employers.

All former or current residents of CHA
housing are eligible for such services as
literacy and job training and employment

JOBS AVAILABLE TO FORMER AND CURRENT CHA RESIDENTS
Julius Goodman

placement services provided by city agencies,
private partners, service connectors and
relocation service providers.

The Chicago Department of Human
Service Connector Program was developed
to help former and current CHA residents find
jobs and prides itself on meeting all the needs
of those who seek their assistance.  If your
name is in the CHA database, you will be
eligible for all the Service Connector Program
services.  If your name is not listed then you
must contact CHA directly.

In addition to the Service Connector
program, the two centers for working families
are the Near West CDC and The Abraham
Lincoln Center, which provide additional
resources for residents.

Brittany Gill, a CHA resident who lives

in West Haven Park, is enrolled in the Bridges
to Careers program offered through the City
Colleges of Chicago.  Upon graduation from
Wright College last summer, Gill was offered
a job as a customer service representative for
Peoples Energy, earning more than $30,000
annually with benefits.

“My success is really the success of all
the folks here today, Near West CDC and
CHA helped me get the education I needed
and People’s Energy gave me the chance I
needed to succeed,” said Gill.  “I want to tell
everyone here today, and those who I hope
will read or hear about it that this is and
opportunity that comes once in a lifetime.”

.     Other employers involved in CHA-
resident employment include LaSalle Bank,
Hilton Hotels, Children’s Memorial Hospital,

Navy Pier, McCormick Place, Hyatt Hotels,
Starbucks, Dominick’s Food Stores,
Securitas, Clean Slate, the Chicago Industrial
League, Chatham Dental and Chernin’s Shoe
Outlet, among others.

The service connector number for North
Lawndale is 312/746-6317. The Near West
Community Development Corporation
(CDC), 216 S. Hoyne Ave. Call LaShunda
Gonzalez at 312/73802. The Abraham
Lincoln Center is located 3858 S. Cottage
Grove Ave. Call Amanda Deisch at 773/285-
1390.

Julius Goodman is poet and motivational
speaker.  He is also a graduate from National
Louis University with a degree in Behavioral
Science. To comment on this article visit our
weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

This is part 3 of a 3 part
interview with Apostle/Pastor
Mattie J. Phillips of Jesus Word
Center Church, located 4224 w.
13th Street in the heart of the
Lawndale Community.  The
interview discusses the topic:
The I-H Syndrome, which is a
negative behavioral/Social
condition resulting from mental
slavery.

JESUS WORD CENTER CHURCH: CHANGING LIVES

THROUGH THE POWER AND WORD OF GOD

The interview with Apostle/Pastor
Phillips continues below.

So one of the solutions to the I-H
Syndrome then would be to get the
word out into the community?  Pastor
Phillips said; “Put community leaders
together.  It has to be a community
leader that has influence in the
community.  This is not an AIDS issue
or a Gun issue so an issue like
Behavior is constantly put on the
backburner.  Behavior in this case, in
our community, is a cultural issue, and
there are not enough people
concerned about behavior in the
community.  It will have to be an
effective leader in Lawndale that could pull
these people together, otherwise solutions will
never get started.  Reverend Daniels at United
Church could do it.  Alderman Chandler could
do it. I even think the pastor of Lawndale
Community Church could do it.  They call him
the coach.”

Historically, the church has been at the
threshold of all change in the black community.
It has been the cornerstone of growth for any
culture.  What is your view of using the church
as a starting point toward creating solutions to
the I-H Syndrome?  Apostle Phillips said; “A
church is the place to stop for community
assistance.  There are certain infrastructures
that must be in every community, a church, a
hospital, a school, and a police station.  Those
are the main components needed in every
community.  And if you can pull those

components together and they work in concert,
positive behavior will result from the people
of the community.  Street level people attend
hospitals and usually if they have a medical
illness resulting from street activity, the police
will be called.  So you have all of the
community factions dealing in one way or
another with behavior but these factions are
not working together.  The community based
programs are not working together and the end
will not result in the behavior problem being
addressed for that individual or for the
community.”

In the science of behavior there is an action
and a reaction.  In our community, the
Lawndale community, we often times have

See Power page 15

Julius Goodman

(l-r) Pastor/Teacher- Bobbie Jean Perry
Apostle/Pastor-Mattie J. Phillips
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HOLIDAY RENT SPECIAL
SIGN YOUR LEASE BY DECEMBER

31ST AND QUALIFY FOR

ONE MONTH’S
FREE RENT

At

LIBERTY SQUARE
ON INDEPENDENCE AT LEXINGTON

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR

DELUXE 3 BDRM/2 BATH UNITS

STARTING AT $928.00

CALL TODAY TO SEE A UNIT

773-538-3800

VISIT OUR WEBLOG AT WWW.NLCN.ORG

TO COMMENT ON THESE AND OTHER ARTICLES FROM OUR NEWSPAPER
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Many people have dreamed of owning a
business, each for different reasons.  Some
have grown tired of working for others and
now desire to be their own boss.  Others want
financial independence and believe that
owning a business is the best way to achieve
this goal.

The thought of starting a business can be
very exciting. If it’s something you’ve always
wanted to do, then it’s a wonderful chance to
realize your dreams.  Yet, it can also be
frightening.  With so much to do, it can seem
overwhelming. Proper planning can eliminate
some of the fear involved in starting a
business, so before you spend a substantial
amount of time, money, and energy, take a
minute to evaluate, analyze and develop your
business plan.

Evaluate your Idea
Every new business begins with an idea.

Someone either noticed that there was a need
for a new product or service or they believed
that they could improve something that
already existed.  Many of us can think of
enhancements that have been made to our live
as a result of new and improved products and
services. If you have a great idea for a
particular market or industry, then follow up
with research to determine its viability and
profitability.  All of the market information
you need can be gathered online, at your local
library, or through a state or federal agency.
By evaluating first, you can determine upfront
if this idea has the potential to be a successful
business opportunity for you.

Analyze your Commitment
After evaluating your idea, consider why

it is that you really want to own a business.
Are you in it for the money or do you really
have a passion for what you’re trying to do?
Business startup takes a lot of time, money,
and energy, so it’s important to enjoy what
you’re doing and to be good at it. Otherwise,
it’s sure to feel just like any other job and not
like the wonderful opportunity you expected
it to be.  Consider speaking with others who
are already in the business you are trying to
enter. They may be able to give you a realistic
view of just how much is involved in the
business, which can help you determine if it
is the right move for you.

Develop a Business Plan
Once you’ve done some research and a

personal analysis, you’re ready to prepare a
business plan.  A business plan enables you
to successfully manage your business. It also
shows lenders and investors that you are
serious about the venture.  Most will want to
see a business plan detailing startup costs and
profitability projections prior to providing
financial resources in order to ensure that your
business is worth their time and money.

A business plan should begin by
describing the company, its product/service,
objectives, and plans for achieving them.  It
is important to understand your market and
to figure out how to differentiate your
business from the competition. This all comes
from knowing your customer, as these are the
people who will not only purchase your

Business Development:  Getting Started
 K L Gillespie

product, but also help keep your business
afloat. Detailed market analysis will help you
determine who they are, what they need, and
how they wish to receive it.

Starting a business can be an extensive
process. There is a lot involved and a lot to
consider. There are many websites and free
workshops which will assist you in getting
started. Community colleges also offer
applicable classes.  The Small Business
Administration is also a great source for
business startups.  They offer a wealth of

information on planning, starting, managing,
and financing your venture. They also supply
a checklist which can be used along the way.

For more information and know how on
starting a business, visit www.sba.gov,
www.illinois.gov, or www.entrepreneur.com,

Katherine Gillespie is NLCN’s Financial
Columnist.  She is a North Lawndale resident
and she has an MBA from the Illinois Institute
of Technology.  To comment on this article
visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

* On this
date in 1924,
baseball great
Larry Doby was
born.  Doby was
the first African-
American to
play in the

American League breaking in with the
Cleveland Indians on July 5, 1947.

* On this date in 1777, George
Washington reversed the policy
prohibiting the recruitment of African-
American soldiers to fight in the
Revolutionary War. 5000 blacks fought in
the Revolutionary War.

* On this date in 1944, African-
American women were sworn in for
service in the Women Accepted for
Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES).
. WAVES, a women’s navel reserve unit,
performed as nurses during World War II.

* On this date in 1913, Light
heavyweight champion Archie Moore was
born in Benoit, Mississippi.  Moore won
the title in 1952.

Larry Doby

Dec 13 Black
Facts Cabrera helps the students weigh the benefits

and consequences of their organizing.
Cabrera’s passion for Hispanic

empowerment was fostered as she grew up in
the Pilsen community by her family, especially
her cousin Sandy, who is several years older.

 During visits home while attending Northern
Illinois University, Sandy educated the family on
political issues. Cabrera became a campus activist
as well. She especially supported farm unions
since her father was a United Farm Workers
organizer in the 1970s.

“I still don’t buy grapes unless they’re union,”
she said.

Martín Cabrera, her father, was also involved
in the fight in the 1970s to build a better high
school in Pilsen. Their victory came when Juarez
opened in 1977. A few of the older teachers at
the school remember him, Cabrera said.

“They say I’ve got my mother’s looks and
my father’s mouth.”

After Cabrera’s father died in a car accident
when she was 10, her family moved to the Little
Village neighborhood. At Bogan High School,
she started out with good grades, but they slipped
and she dropped out for several months during
her sophomore year. She graduated in 1994.
During college, she transferred numerous times
among six colleges before receiving her
bachelor’s degree in history from Northern
Illinois University in 2001.

Michael Barajas, 17, a senior at Juarez said

Cabrera is open with students about her own
struggles during high school and college. “She
tells us that college is possible for anybody.”

Cabrera pushes students to succeed and
challenge stereotypes about Hispanics and
undocumented immigrants, Barajas said.

Discrimination against Hispanics continues
when they enter colleges and universities, Cabrera
said. When she was a swimmer at the University
of Wisconsin Madison, several of her teammates
once smeared beans on her locker.

In October, students who graduated from
Juarez and now attend the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign told Cabrera about a
tequila and taco party hosted by a fraternity and
sorority.

“They dressed up as migrant workers, girls
who were pregnant, gang bangers.” She had
advised the students not to fight, but instead go
through the university’s disciplinary process on
racism. “If you’re going to hit them, hit them with
paperwork.”

Advocating for young people is a lifelong
habit for Cabrera, beginning with her two
brothers.

“I was always worried about [them] getting
involved in gangs.” She often defended her
epileptic older brother from teasing, until he died
when Cabrera was 18.

She continues to be protective of her younger
brother, Martin Cabrera Jr. He is now the owner
and president of Cabrera Capital Markets Inc.,
one of the few Hispanic-owned brokerage and
investment banking firms in the U.S.

He bought a building in Pilsen where Cabrera
plans to move in December. Cabrera expects to
give birth to her first child, a boy, in March.

Cabrera’s brother also recently donated
money to Juarez for a new annex, she said.

“He says, ‘I’ll get the money and you work
with the kids.’”

Celeste Kennel-Shank is freelance writer for
NLCN. To comment on this article visit our
weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Educator Tanya Cabrera

Immigrant from page 4

Youth from page 9

were very grateful to receive
their warm coats from Better
Life for Youth. BLFY were very
thankful to the Chicago Area
Project and Burlington Coat for
selecting them to distribute coats
to needy youth in their
afterschool program. The
support we received from the
Chicago Area Project and
people like David Whittaker,
Executive Director, has helped

us to remain an important
resource to the youth we
serve. They have also always
supported them through their
college trip tours.Better Life
for Youth and Chicago Area
Project both receive support
from 5th District
SenatorDistrict Rickey R.
Hendon. To contact Better
Life for Youth call 312 671-
1026
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Sports & Entertainment

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS
(***1/2) Apparently altered and slightly
sanitarized; “The Pursuit of Happyness”
chronicles the incredible fact inspired drama
about a homeless single-parent father trying
to provide a stable life for his five year son
while seeking employment.

Set during the 1980’s in San Francisco,
“Happyness” is a movie that is all about the
struggles and sacrifices to overcome against
numerous obstacles and setbacks that seems
endless (like the countless episodes of TV’s
“Good Times” or reminisce of one of those
“After School TV specials”), but it does so
while avoiding the usual racial clashes and
references.

Co-producer Will Smith stars in this
dramatic turn worthy of Oscar consideration
for his emotional yet determined “everyman”
performance as real-life Chris Gardner. A
married man with an equally employed  but
tired wife, Lynda (Thandie Newton) and their
five yr old son, Christopher (Smith’s real-life
son,  Jaden Christopher Syre Smith).

One day, Chris notices a white man
parking his expansive hot sports car outside
the business district. He asks the man, “What
do you do and how do you do it?” His reply
is that he’s a stock broker for an investment
firm that isn’t as hard as it sounds, if you are
good with numbers and people.

And so begins Chris’ newfound quest to
improve his lot in life while confronting other
obstacles trying to sell those medical

machines and the mounting
frustration on his wife.
Chris fills out an
application for an intern
position at Dean Witter and
begins stalking one of the
firm’s partners, Jay Twistle
(Brian Howe) for his
support.

Even though certain
aspects of this story and
setting seem to have been
tampered with to keep the

film on a general level and the struggles are
not as depicted as gritty as they probably
were, in order to avoid being a “turn off” for
this eventually uplifting, personal tale.  It’s
all still quite easy to root for Smith and his
true-life character, Chris Gardner who
became an investment broker at Dean Witter
and later formed his own investment firm that
made him a billionaire.

“The Pursuit of Happyness” is an
inspirational film that makes us feel apathy
through the sufferings encountered through
Smith’s character performance that can
become an emotional tearjerker for what he
endures in order to keep his son close as his
only reason he’s got to try to succeed.

PG-13; 116min. A Columbia Picture
Release – Presented at selected theaters

CHARLOTTE’S WEB (***) his live
action remake of the animated feature is
unexpectedly given the “Babe” treatment that
is delivered with “radiant” results that should
please both adults who grew up with the
beloved book and this new generation of kids.

Based on the E.B. White children’s’ book
that was first done as a full length 1973
cartoon feature from Hanna-Barbera  that was
above average and a departure from their
usual TV cartoon character fare.

“Charlotte’s Web” is now transformed
into a successful, all-star voiced live action /
animatronic mixture that remain mostly
faithful to the book in this engagingly
entertaining screen rendition that retains its
charm, humor and innocence.

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

See Flicks page 14

Will Smith stars in the film The Pursuit of
Happyness

The Chicago Bears are back on the right
track after defeating the St. Louis Rams 42-
27 on Monday Night Football. Some of the
vagueness about the team’s true colors has
been cleared up as maligned quarterback
Rex Grossman and the coaching staff
showed what they can really do after several
shaky outings.

Things started out right for the Bears as
Grossman did the previously unthinkable –
he scrambled for positive yardage when the
pressure was on instead of throwing the
football up for grabs as he’s been doing
recently. After that the team rallied around
him and the offense started to click like it
did early in the season.

Grossman connected with his wide
receivers, tight end and running backs,
something he hadn’t done in several weeks
and something people wondered if he would
ever do again.

Muhsin Muhammad had three catches
for 50 yards and a touchdown and Bernard
Berrian caught three balls for 62 yards and
a touchdown as well. Running backs Adrian
Peterson and Thomas Jones also contributed
to the Bears passing success with key
receptions of over 20 yards.

The star of this game, however, was kick
returner Devin Hester who scored two
touchdowns on returns. The first was a 94-
yarder in the second quarter and the second
was a 96-yard return in the fourth. Hester
now has six returns on the season – an NFL
record, and he’s just a rookie.

The rushing game was pretty good in
this game as well. Thomas Jones rushed for
76 yards on 11 carries for an outstanding
6.9 yards-per carry average. Cedric Benson

also ran well and had 64 yards in 16
attempts. Their play took a lot of pressure
off of Grossman who completed 13 of 23
passes for 200 yards and two touchdowns.
Most importantly he didn’t throw any
interceptions and remained relatively cool
under pressure from the Rams pass rush.

Defensively the Bears could have done
a lot better. The absence of Tommie Harris
was felt early but Mark Anderson stepped
up with two sacks. The linebackers were
solid but not as spectacular as they’ve been
in recent weeks and Rams quarterback
Mark Bulger and his talented receivers did
burn the secondary for 356 yards. The
coaching and play calling was also better
in this game than it has been in the past few
weeks.

They didn’t go for the long air strikes
that had proven so costly and they let the
receivers do there thing by running for
yardage after the catch. They made several
nice calls for short passes that turned into
long gains and they kept pounding the ball
with Benson and Jones. Hopefully they’ll
stick to this winning formula in future
outings.

Up next for the Bears are the last place
Tampa Bay Bucs (3-10) at Soldier Field.
The Bucs have been woeful this year and
unless the bears have a complete meltdown
they should win with ease. The Bears are
playing for home field advantage in the
playoffs and will probably pour it on as they
tune up for the post season.

Todd Thomas is a freelance writer for
NLCN and other publications. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

CHICAGO BEARS SHOW TRUE

COLORS UNDER PRESSURE
Todd Thomas

The North Lawndale College Prep High
School boy’s basketball team has been on an
extraordinary roll for the past several seasons.
Since the beginnining of head coach Lewis
Thorpe’s tenure six years ago they have
amassed a 139-42 record. This season is no
different and the team is off to an 8-0 start.

But just like last season their toughest
regular season opponent will be Crane High
School (4-0) who they play Thursday evening
at Crane’s home gym. North Lawndale lost
to the Cougars by nine points last year and

the outcome against them this week will give
the team a fairly accurate gauge of where they
stand amongst the areas best basketball
programs. The team is ready for the challenge
says coach Thorpe.

“Our kids are pretty pumped up about the
game and it’s going to tell us about ourselves
and where we stand in terms of being one of
the top teams in the city,” Thorpe said.

As goods as North Lawndale has been in
basketball recently they still haven’t received

North Lawndale College Prep Basketball
Todd Thomas

See NLCP page 15

North Lawndale College Prep player battles for rebound
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Chris Brown

AIR BUDDIES (**) There is more
pedigree behind the voices that helps launch
the next generation in this direct-to-video
franchise that started with a sports playing
canine. Now for the first time with the animals
is talking amongst themselves Air Bud’s five
rambunctious puppies need to be paired to
the right new human masters.

Their parents are dognanpped by two
bumbling henchmen for an eccentric father
trying to satisfy his spoiled son.  In a small
homage to “101 Dalmatians”, the pups begin
a journey to rescue their parents who manage
to escape to try to rescue their siblings.

Chicagoan Michael Clarke Duncan
provides the voice of wolf that helps guild
the pups through the woods. In his last screen
role (by voice only) Don Knotts plays the old
bloodhound deputy. Energetic and amusing
enough to entertain the kids and give a moral
message of family unity.

G; 80min. Walt Disney Home Video
THE FOX AND THE HOUND 2 (**)

Disney’s direct-to-video sequel to their
theatrical animated feature offers another test
over the friendship of a young fox and his
pup buddy who travel to check out a county
fair. The hound dog gets an itch for show
business.

When the pup’s howling lands him a spot
in a singing dog group led by  their stardom
driven leader  (Patrick Swayze) using the pup
against the Diva ways of his girlfriend female
lead (Reba McIntire). This leads to a strange
alliance between the female dog and the fox

that refuse to be ignored that leads to mishaps
and misunderstandings.

G; 69min. Walt Disney Home Video
INVINCIBLE (***) Mark Wahlberg

gives a credible performance as real life Vince
Papale, a down-on-out school teacher and part
time bartender who was an avid Philadelphia
Eagles football fan who played weekly street
ball with his buddies. Until he gets the chance
to audition out of the thousands of everyday
couch potatoes to win a spot on a pro ball
team chosen by new coach, Dick Vermeil
(Greg Kinnear)

This is only half the battle as Vince’s
“Rocky “-like story leads to shades of “Rudy”,
by having to work harder and take a lot of
abuse in order to prove himself against the
judgmental pro team players. A predictable,
feel-good underdog story set behind the
physical drama and personal strife of the
character and the sport.

PG; 120min. Walt Disney Home Video:
Available: Dec. 19

WORLD TRADE CENTER (***)
Nicolas Cage and Michael Pena deliver
compelling performances in this fact based
drama from director Oliver Stone who offers
a different perspective of the 9/11 tragedy
through the two Port Authority officers
trapped under the rumble of the tower.

As Sgt. John McLoughlin and Will
Jimeno are buried and trapped by their
claustrophobic fears and hours of immobility
and the endurance of their pain and injuries
in the dark. The two survivors host

conversations to keep each other. While their
wives and family goes through their personal
hell awaiting word of their fate.

The film’s biggest stumbling block is the
one alleged composite character, a former
marine who walks out of his accountant job
into the perilous heap until he miraculously
hears the voices of the two men beneath the
rubble. Hollywood fabricates the role with a
white actor in a zombie-like performance.
Until the film’s release brought out the real
and lone “black” marine did exist.

R; 130min. Paramount Home Video
STEP UP (**)    A cliché melodrama

about a rebellious teenager Tyler Gage
(Channing Tatum) who gets into trouble that
leads into a community service sentence at
the Maryland School of the Arts in Baltimore.
Because of his raw skills as a street dancer;
his “roughneck” attitude attracts the interest
of a privilege ballet dancer, Nora (Jenna
Dewan) who happens to be in need of the right
dance partner.

         The film is enhanced by its energetic
dance sequences, recent hit tunes and the
presence of hip hop stars like Mario and
Heavy D. in character roles all together by
veteran choreographer Anne Fletcher making
her directorial debut. This movie is too much
like an extended music and dance video.

PG; 98min. Touchstone Home Video:
Available: Dec. 19

David Schultz is film critic for NLCN and
other publications. To comment on this article
visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

ON VIDEO
Compiled and reviewed by David Schultz

The Congo Square Theatre Company
has mounted a bravura production of the
great Langston Hughes’ vision of Black
spiritual devotion.  This large cast
illuminates the stage with layers of dancing,
singing, preaching and history.

Africa is evoked by magnificent
drummers and dancers who suggest the
African influences on the philosophical
and spiritual developments that came later
in the Bethlehem and Nazareth of Jesus in
what is now northern Israel.  Dancing into
the modern era, Black Nativity portrays
such masters of gospel and spirituals as
Mahalia Jackson, the Clara Ward Singers,
Rev. James Cleveland and the Five Blind
Boys of Alabama.

Their song repertoire includes the
enduring classics: Deep River, Go Tell it on
the Mountain, Magnify His Name, Take Me
to the Water, Soon One Morning Peace, Be
Still and Dancing Shoes.  The songs have
fine soloists and magnificent choral
arrangements.  The dance accompaniment
is electrifying and profound. Perhaps only a
secular intellectual such as Langston Hughes
could have woven this majestic tapestry of
faith, joyful sounds, history and humor.

The company is equal to Hughes’ vision.
The direction and choreography by Mike
Malone has the players singing and dancing
with supernatural energy.  Reggie Ray’s
costumes are a feast for the eyes.

The dancers, Heather Beal, Tracey
Franklin, Keith Givens and Courtney
Smith are onstage for extended sequences,
radiating skill and charisma.  The singers
are Dawn Bless, Tory O. Davis, G. Carlos
Henderson, Herbert Porter, Cherisse Scott,
Malkia Stamplehy, Jesse Dean Stanford,
Levi Steward, Amber Whitted with Shaun
Scott drumming and Mahmoud Khan on
the keyboards.

Black Nativity will be performed through
December 31.  The performances are at the
Chernin Center for the Performing Arts in
the Duncan YMCA at 1001 W. Roosevelt
Road; phone 773-296-1108, fax 773-472-
6637, www.congosquaretheatre.org.

Mike Cook is a North Lawndale
resident and NLCN’s theatre critic. To
comment on this article visit our weblog
at: www.nlcn.org

Theatre Review:
Langston Hughes’s

BLACK NATIVITY
Mike Cook

December 4th

was the 36th

Anniversary of Fred
H a m p t o n ’ s  
A s s a s s i n a t i o n .  
Many young
African Americans
in Chicago know
little about Fred
Hampton or the
Black Panther Party

(BPP). The Panthers have been
characterized as a street gang like the
Blackstone Rangers or Vice Lords. Because
of the militant reputation of the BPP, Fred
Hampton was targeted by the Chicago
Police, States Attorney Office, and the FBI.
Hampton was labeled as a communist
conducting un-American activities and
trying to over throw the government.

 According to Wikipedia, Fred
Hampton was born on August 30, 1948, in
Chicago, Illinois and grew up in Maywood,
a suburb to the west of the city. His parents
had moved north from Louisiana, and both
worked at the Argo Corn Starch Company.
As a youth, Hampton was gifted both in
the classroom and on the athletic field,
graduating from high school with honors
in 1966. Following his graduation,
Hampton enrolled at Triton Junior College
in nearby River Grove, Illinois.

He also became active in the National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP), assuming
leadership of the Youth Council of the
organization’s West Suburban Branch. In
his capacity as an NAACP youth organizer,
Hampton began to show signs of his natural
leadership abilities. Through his
involvement with the NAACP, Hampton
hoped to achieve social change through
nonviolent activism and community
organizing. About the same time that
Hampton was successfully organizing
young African Americans for the NAACP,
the Black Panther Party for Self-Defense
started rising to national prominence. He
joined the emerging BPP Illinois chapter
and relocated to downtown Chicago.

Hampton’s organizing skills, substantial
oratorical gifts, and personal charisma
allowed him to rise quickly in the Black
Panthers. Once he became leader of the
Chicago chapter, he organized weekly
rallies, worked closely with the BPP’s local
People’s Clinic, taught political education
classes every morning at 6am, and launched
a project for community supervision of the
police. Hampton was also instrumental in
the BPP’s Free Breakfast Program.
Hampton and his associates made a number
of significant achievements in Chicago.
Perhaps his most important
accomplishment was his brokering of a
nonaggression pact between Chicago’s
most powerful street gangs.

In May of 1969, Hampton called a press
conference to announce that a truce had
been declared among this “rainbow
coalition,” a phrase coined by Hampton and
made popular over the years by Rev. Jesse
Jackson, who eventually appropriated the
name in forming his own unrelated
coalition, Rainbow PUSH.

Dr. Quentin Young said, “He
(Hampton) was a giant, and this is not some
idle white worship of a black man. This is
a terrible way to put it, but the people who
made it their business to kill the leaders of
the black movement picked the right ones.”
Fred Hampton was a tenacious leader and
was assassinated in a Chicago Police raid
on December 4, 1969.  He died at the early
age of 21.

Fred Mitchell is a North Lawndale
resident. To comment on this article visit
our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

36th Anniversary of
Fred Hampton’s

Assassination -Who
was Fred Hampton?

Fred Mitchell

Fred Hampton

Winners of the ‘Dance
Down 2006’ competition, a
new city and area-wide dance
competition featuring some
of the city’s best young solo
and group dancers, will get a
rare opportunity on Friday,
December 22nd to showcase
some of their prize-winning
dance talents and
choreography, just one step
ahead of sensational R&B
singer, Chris Brown.

He will take center stage
on the near west side, at the
UIC Pavilion, which boasts of
holding several thousand
seats and being one of the
more technologically advanced sound
systems in the country. The universally known
mega star is expected to perform many of his
chart topping hits as well as draw a
considerable amount of attention to his own
superb dance moves and vocals that have won
him wide acclaim and international fame
throughout the entertainment industry

As equally exciting, that evening the
dance troupes and solo dancers, who as first
place award winners, will appear on stage as
opening acts for the accomplished young
singer  and demonstrate via their

showmanship, how they won
first and secondary places in
the highly competitive dance
runoffs for boy and girl
contestants up to the ages of
16.

The spectacular event is
the brain child of aspiring, up-
and-coming film maker,
Mark Yucan of the Yucan
Group, who says that, “Even
though the event itself, is
expected to draw notables
and celebrities from all over
the country, make no mistake
about it. It really is a big show
business deal. But its primary
purpose is to highlight and

bring to the forefront, some of Chicago’s most
notable dance talents, as well as provide a
meaningful and creative mode of expression
for urban, contemporary dance styles.”

Cash prizes amounting to over seven
thousand dollars will be awarded that
evening, to three categories of dance:
individual, group and teamwork.  For tickets
call ticketmaster 312.559.1212.

Mikal-Ace Ngubani is a West Side
resident and writer for NLCN. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Finalists of “Dance Down” Set to Open
for Chris Brown at UIC Extravaganza

Mikal-Ace Ngubani
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Now that all of the Thanksgiving leftovers
have been eaten and visiting relatives have
returned home, most people’s attention has
now turned to shopping. The gift-giving
season is under way and cash registers are
singing across the city. And that is to the glee
of many tots who are awaiting the goodies
that Santa will bring on Christmas Eve.

Because most parents or caregivers are
the real Santas of their families, it’s important
to know what toys are safe to buy for a child
on their shopping list. Illinois Public Interest
Research Group (Illinois PIRG), a nonprofit
geared towards protecting public health,
released its 21st annual toy safety survey in
late November. The report highlighted a
number of hazardous toys just in time for the
holiday season.

“Unfortunately we have found unsafe toys
that pose chocking hazards, contain powerful
magnets, lead and toxic chemicals,” said
Brian Imus, Director of Illinois PIRG. “In
some cases there were warning labels, but
some of the toys did not have them. For

I T ’ S  T O Y  T I M E
Aricka T. Flowers

a New York-based non-profit organization. If
Harvard’s affirmative action program became
class-based, designed to reflect the class
distribution of the United States, half of the
current student body would be eliminated. Most
of those removed would be rich and white, the
report said.

“It’s no wonder that rich white kids and their
parents aren’t complaining about diversity.
Race-based affirmative action, from this
standpoint, is a kind of collective bribe rich
people pay themselves for ignoring economic
inequality,” adds Michaels.

Closer to home, he points out that 40 percent
of the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign students come from families making
over $100,000, although only a little over 20
percent of American families have incomes that
high. Recently, Michigan voters approved a
proposition to amend the state constitution,

banning public institutions from
considering race or sex in public
education, employment or
contracting.

The whole basis of university
racial preference programs is that they
serve “the interest of diversity,” said
Patrick Deval, an attorney and former
director of the Civil Rights division
for the U.S. Justice Department. He
cites the 1978 Supreme Court case
Bakke v. Board of Regents. That of
course begs the question: How
“diverse” is a student body when the

overwhelming majority comes from well-to-do, white
families? He calls universities “rich people’s malls.”

It’s not that poor people are being kept out of elite
schools because they can’t pay, Deval said. “It’s
because they generally don’t qualify for admission in
the first place. Competition for admittance at the high
schools and colleges begins in kindergarten. Wealthy
and upper-middle class parents groom their children
for such acceptance by placing them in private schools
— even exclusive preschools — or moving to
expensive neighborhoods where higher taxes assure a
better education,” adds Deval. “So, a white kid born
in a trailer park and a black kid raised in inner-city
housing projects are at virtually the same
disadvantage.”

Micheals writes in his book that “the entire U.S.
school system, from pre-K up, is structured from the
very start to enable the rich (who are usually white) to
out compete the poor (who are usually minorities).”

Wendell Hutson is a freelance writer for NLCN
and various publications. To comment on this article
visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Diversity from page 7

do with the safety of your neighborhood and if you
have time to do so.”

Dr. Maximo Bermudez works in the Humboldt Park
community. He says the study’s findings could, in part,
be attributed to “the hereditary make up of the
population because Latinos have a higher incidence of
diabetes in general.” Still, he does find that poverty
affects the treatment of patients in the community,
including diabetics.

“Finances are a problem,” says Dr. Bermudez of
the Armitage Family Health Center which is part of the
ACCESS Community Health Network. “We are looking
forward to the day where almost everyone has
insurance. Right now I have a lot of patients who are
uninsured. These people are working and have jobs,
yet they do not have any insurance. Most of them are
hard-working and just don’t have the help they need.
And because of their meager incomes, they prioritize
getting food on the table for their family as more
important than taking care of themselves. It’s really a
sad situation.”

Puerto Ricans in Humboldt Park are dying from
diabetes at a rate of 76 per 100,000 compared to 31
and 25 per 100,000 for the rest of Chicago and the
nation, respectively. Whitman called the mortality
findings of the study “shockingly high; the highest that
has ever been found.”

The study’s stark findings led to the formation of a

citywide task force consisting of 20 health professionals
from organizations across the city, including Rush
University Medical Center, the National Diabetes
Foundation, National Kidney Foundation, ACCESS
Community Health Network and the Puerto Rican
Cultural Center.

After meeting for three months, the experts devised
19 recommendations to address the prevalence of
diabetes in the area. The suggestions include a screening
campaign to identify people with diabetes or those who
are high-risk, providing free diabetes self-management
education and assistance for those who have been
diagnosed and the creation of the Humboldt Park
Diabetes Project that would consist of an executive
director and outreach workers.

The coalition is optimistic about their proposed
community action, which also has been incorporated
into the study’s report.

“We are not only concerned with the problem in
Humboldt Park,” says Whitman. “But we thought it
would be sensible to start implementing the
recommendations there since diabetes is so prevalent.
We hope to then utilize these tactics throughout the city
and even the country.”

For more information on any of ACCESS
Community Health Network’s programs, visit
www.accesscommunityhealth.net or call
866.88.ACCESS.

Aricka Flowers is NLCN’s health reporter and is a
graduate of the Northwestern University Medill
Graduate School of Journalism.

Diabetes from page 4

instance, there were toys that had small parts
that could break off and become a chocking
hazard.”

Close to 73,000 children were treated in
emergency rooms in 2005 for toy-related
injuries, according to the Consumer Product
Safety Commission. Twenty of those children
died.

“Even one toy-related death is too many
because it is preventable,” Imus said.
“Balloons are the most dangerous toys out
there year after year. Yet we found balloons
being marketed to children under the age of
8 even though it is inappropriate to do so,
especially since half of all children who died
from chocking were playing with balloons.”

Although, according to Imus, toy safety
has improved, the report offers guidelines for
parents and caregivers to use when making
purchases. Some of those guidelines include
making sure toys do not have small parts that
are easily breakable and avoiding toys that
seem too loud. Illinois PIRG recommends
that parents put tape over speakers to decrease

the sound level of a toy or simply take the
batteries out.

“Parents need to be very vigilant,” said
Imus. “If a toy looks unsafe, don’t buy it.
Parents should continually pay attention to
the toy and how their child is playing with it,
especially if they are younger.”

Even if you are shopping for an older child
or teen, experts have suggestions for that age
group as well.

“I think parents should buy gifts that are
more educational,” said Enna Jennings, Teen
Activity Leader at North Lawndale’s Better
Boys Foundation. “The toys should be more
informational like V-Tech laptops and
Leapfrogs. These sorts of games actually help
improve children’s grades as well.”

Electronics are on the wish lists of many
children and teens, but they are usually in the
form of video games. Jennings has a warning
for parents who are quick to grant those gift
wishes.

“I would say stay away from the XBOXes

and video games,” she said. “The kids get so
hooked on them and then all they want to do
is play video games. We have an open day
where the kids can bring in their game systems
and some of them have 4 or 5 systems. They
are so expensive too and the games that come
along with them are costly as well.”

If you are looking to buy a computer for
a child or teen, Jennings also suggests that
you closely monitor what they do on those
computers.

“Be aware of the sites they are visiting on
the internet like MySpace and Tagged,” she
warns. “We had to stop the kids from using
those sites because of the messages and
pictures that were being sent back and forth.”

For more information on Illinois PIRG’s
toy report or to obtain a free copy, visit
www.illinoispirg.com. You can also reach
Illinois PIRG via telephone at 312.364.0096.

Aricka Flowers is NLCN’s health reporter
and is a graduate of the Northwestern
University Medill Graduate School of
Journalism.

Daley’s path to re-election was cleared
last month when two popular
congressmen decided not to run against
the mayor.

Congressmen Jesse Jackson Jr. (D-
Ill.) and Luis Gutierrez (D-Ill.)
announced after the November elections
that they will stay in Congress instead
of running for mayor.

The new Democratic majority in
Congress will present an opportunity “to
bring even more resources to the people
of Chicago,” Jackson said.

Jackson is Illinois’ only Democratic
representative on the powerful House
Appropriations Committee and is in line
to chair an Appropriations
subcommittee.

“As a Congressional appropriator, I
assure you that any money that I secure
for Chicago and Illinois will go to
worthy projects, and to needy persons.”

Rep. Gutierrez said he needs to
concentrate on his expected new roles
as chairman of a Financial Services
subcommittee and Immigration Task
Force so he can push for curbs on
predatory lending and immigration
reform.

Daley said the announcements by
Jackson and Gutierrez were not
surprising. “I think they see many
opportunities to not only help their
respective congressional districts and

also help move the urban agenda forward,”
he said.

Brown said she “sees her chances as
better” now that Jackson and Gutierrez are
out of the race and added that she will seek
endorsements from both men.

But Jackson has “not made a judgment
about who I’m supporting. I’ll be watching
both candidates very carefully,” he said.

Meanwhile, Jackson is endorsing several
aldermanic candidates, including his wife
Sandi Jackson, to break up Daley’s control
over the City Council.

Patronage workers historically have
campaigned for pro-Daley aldermen —and
attacked aldermen who crossed him in order
to maintain the Mayor’s control.

Now, with those pro-Daley groups
crippled or killed by the continuing corruption
probe, at least 40 of the city’s 50 aldermen
will face challengers.

Lacking support from patronage groups,
Daley was only able to file 24,000 signatures,
nearly double the required minimum but a
fraction of what he has filed for past elections.

Walls and Brown believe all signs point
to Daley being more vulnerable than usual,
although the Mayor maintains high approval
ratings.

“Daley filed [about] 24,000 petitions and
we filed around 38,000. This is an indication
his machine has weakened,” Walls said.

Brown said the decrease in signatures
shows “Without a doubt [Daley] is beatable
and we will prove it. And when we do, we

Daley page 4

See Daley  page 15
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HELP WANTEDAPARTMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FREE

CLASSIFIED AD

WITH A DISPLAY

AD OF

1/8 PAGE OR

LARGER.

Men from  page 4

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO BUY, SELL, TRADE, RENT OR ANNOUNCE? ARE YOU LOOKING FOR EMPLOYMENT OR LOOKING TO HIRE?
YOU CAN DO IT HERE IN THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS

CALL 312/492-9090 TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD!

THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS’

CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

ARE YOU OPINIONATED? ARE YOU
A GOOD WRITER? NLCN is launching
an editorial page later this month. Please call
Wilbert Bledsoe or Ben Protess at 312-492-
9090 if you are interested in writing a letter
to the editor.

HELP WANTED WESTSIDE AFRICAN
HAIR BRAIDING SHOP Looking for
professional braiders. Beginners Welcomed.
Call 773/512-5694

EDUCATION

GOVERNOR BLAGOJEVICH OPENS
122 STATE BUILDINGS THIS WINTER
TO SHELTER ANYONE SEEKING
REFUGE FROM THE COLD. Governor
encourages families to apply for LIHEAP
energy assistance to keep their homes warm
and safe in the coming months. For energy
assistance and weatherization tips visit:
www.keepwarm.illinois.gov or call toll-free
1-877-411-WARM

This live action version is
slightly modified from the animated
original, by the on-screen human
presence of Dakota Fanning
portraying the idealistic (and almost
speaking like an activist) girl, Fern
living on a farm who steps in against
her father to take care of the smallest
rut out of a pig’s litter that was going
to be slaughtered.

But these acts aren’t committed
without sacrifice. Charlotte is dying
from her pregnancy and needs a safe
place for her 500 plus eggs in a
cocoon-like bundle to hatch that
Wilbur takes back to the farm.
Taking a softer tone, “Charlotte’s
Web” delivers its own “circle of
life” message that eclipses Disney’s
“The Lion King” without the
dramatic impact.

The film gently displays the

importance of tolerance and
friendship along with the sorrow-
felt devotion to a lost loved one
whose spirit lives on in memory by
how they lived and touched others
away from their prejudicial beliefs.

Just like the pig, “Charlotte’s
Web’ is “some movie”, a satisfying
gem of a movie for the whole family.
A wholesomely honest and
entertaining experience in which
adults should share with their
children that lets a child know and
understand the miracles in living
and experiencing life, along with the
true value of death  that points to
the  importance of  one’s existence
through their effects on others.

 G; 96min. A Paramount
Pictures release – presented at
selected theaters

David Schultz is film critic for
NLCN and other publications. To
comment on this article visit our
weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Flicks from page 12 the same type of recognition that
some of the larger schools in the
area enjoy. A good showing
against Crane should help put
them in the same company as the
city’s elite basketball teams.

“We don’t feel we’re getting
the respect that we deserve and
this will give us an opportunity to
be acknowledged and
recognized,” said Thorpe.

It’s hard not to respect this
team as they dominate opponents
with an intriguing combination of
power and finesse. The whole
squad makes big contributions on
the court but Thorpe points out
two seniors who lead the way for
the Phoenix: 6-5 forward Isaiah
Evans, and 6-1 guard Cordero
Smith.

“He’s without question one of
the top players in the state,”
Thorpe says of Evans. “He’s a
monster – he’s a very physical,
very powerful player. He really
has a good feel for the game. He’s
a good passer, he positions himself
well on the floor and he’s very
unselfish – he’s just relentless.”

Thorpe describes Cordero
Smith as “our most explosive
player.” A nice compliment as the
team is loaded with players ready
to bust out both offensively and
defensively.

The Phoenix has a very
physically talented basketball team,
but it’s the mental aspect of the
game that will allow this years’
squad to continue to win and do well
at the state tournament, if they make
it that far.

The tough environment of the
North Lawndale community creates
a toughness in the players that helps
them excel on the court says Thorpe.

“We’re a community with some
very, very tough kids – we’ve got
kids who are mentally tough and
they come over here to NLCP and
they’re ready to give you the effort
that’s needed to be a dominant
team,” Thorpe said.

In addition to the players on the
team coach Thorpe also points out
that his coaching staff and the
schools’ administration have played
a large part in Phoenix basketball
success.

He mentions assistant coaches
he’s worked with such as Randy

NLCP from page 12

negative behavioral actions that
usually result in negative behavioral
responses.  What is your opinion?
Apostle Phillips said; “We know what
the actions are.

They are behavioral problems
and now we need to unify as a
community to address these
problems.  We need to get the
principals from the schools,
commanders from police precincts
and pastors from the church and a
liaison person from the hospital.  We
need to bring these people together
to make counseling available for
children and adults.

The church is a place to start.
Understanding that, it is a known fact
individual behavioral problems
began at the grammar school level. If
you can get the people of the
community together with the leaders
of the community, then we can begin
to bring about a change.  The
community leaders have a good idea

MULTI RESTAURANT OPERATOR
SEEKS:  MAINTENANCE/REPAIR
SUPERVISOR  Good Benefits and Salary
available.  For more information please  Call
815-730-9640
HELP WANTED: FORD DESIRED R.E.
-  3346 W. 16th St. Full and Part-time Real
Estate Agents desired, Will train, call (773)
522-Home (4663)

3 BEDROOM APARTMENT Ceramic –
Hardwood Floors READY TO MOVE
IN!!  Great Location near Lawndale
Christian Community 3748 W. Ogden  -
Call (312) 656-8502  $805/month

8TH GRADE PARENTS AND
STUDENTS ARE INVITED TO AN
OPEN HOUSE FOR A NEW SMALL,
COLLEGE-PREP HIGH SCHOOL
opening on the West Side in Sept. ’07.
Come learn about school and pick up an
application before the deadline.  Open
House will be held on Wed., Dec. 20th at 6
pm at Circle Urban Ministries, 118 N.
Central Avenue (Room 101).  For more
information contact Joyce Caine at 708-
769-7255 or jmcaine@cps.k12.il.us.

Advertise with the North
Lawndale Community News If

you have an Apartment for Rent
Ads are only $10.00 Call 312

492-9090

Brown, Dennis Lasswell, Rev.
Howard Brown and Harvey Jones.
“I’ve been blessed with some very
good assistant coaches,” said
Thorpe.

A lot of the credit comes down
to Thorpe himself, who was
honored with a class A Coach of
the Year award last year.

“I work hard and it’s necessary
in this field because it’s always
changing,” said Thorpe.

He also gives credit to his wife
for being understanding about the
time and dedication it takes for
him to run a quality sports
program.

“I’ve been blessed to have a
wife that’s understanding because
I’m constantly watching tapes,
watching film, and reading and
going to basketball clinics. She’s
been very understanding of that,”
Thorpe said.

The Phoenix game against
Crane is Thursday, Dec 14. Tipoff
is at 4:00 p.m.

Todd Thomas is a freelance
writer for NLCN and other
publications. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

of the direction we as a community
can grow in concerning behavior.
The I-H Syndrome can never be
eradicated if we don’t pull together.
We must be on the same page.”

Apostle/Pastor Phillips also said;
“Our church would be available for a
meeting of this magnitude because I
am concerned about the people of
Lawndale.  I understand that
everybody cannot address every issue,
but if every community leader could
address even one issue from a forum
setting, then all of the behavioral
issues that plague our community can
and will be addressed.”

  Apostle Phillips grew up in the
Lawndale Community at 1532 s.
Keeler.  She graduated from Mason
Grammar School and attended
Farragut High School for one day and
then transferred to Austin High School.

Jesus Word Center Church
originally opened in 1986 at 5853 w.
Division.  The church then moved in
1990 to its present location at 4224
w. 13th street.   The church has

established itself in the community
to assist the needs of the community.
When you are in need of assistance
or prayer please call (773)762-2432.

The church offers the following
programs available to the community.
Every Sunday morning at 9:00 am the
church serves a full free breakfast
menu including; grits, rice eggs,
bacon, sausage, pancakes, toast, juice,
and coffee.  We also have
rehabilitative referrals; including:
drug rehab, housing, jobs, and
clothing assistance.  If you need
immediate shelter we can refer you
to Hope House and Victory Outreach.
A after school program is currently
being developed to assist students
from community schools in there
homework and other help as needed.

Julius Goodman is poet and
motivational speaker.  He is also a
graduate from National Louis
University with a degree in
Behavioral Science. To comment on
this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Power from page 10

PART-TIME HELP WANTED: DESKTOP
PUBLISHER WITH  EXPERIENCE. MUST HAVE

EXPERIENCE WITH NEWSPAPER LAYOUT, PAGEMAKER,
QUARKXPRESS, PHOTOSHOP, AND RELATED NEWSPAPER

PUBLISHING SOFTWARE. PLEASE CALL ISAAC LEWIS

AT 312-492-9090, IF YOU ARE INTERESTED

will make history and not Daley.”
At press time, Brown had not

filed her petitions. She has until 5
p.m., Dec. 18, to do so.

Ignoring claims that his control
has weakened, Daley said he looks
forward to future accomplishments
such as bringing the 2016 Olympic
Games to Chicago.

“We’re marching together on a

journey to become a more perfect
city,” Daley said.

The Mayor’s opponents are up
to the challenge.

“Let the games begin,” Walls
said.  “I don’t believe Mayor
Daley’s record can withstand the
light of day. He is the author of
corruption in Chicago. He does not
deserve re-election.”

not even armed. Not one time was a
warning shot fired.

Sometimes I feel that not even
Jesus can clearly see the pain of the
black man. To this very day, our very
own black women are giving better
opportunities in the job market than
the black man, but that is just in my
opinion to tear down the black
family. When will there be a black
male version of an Oprah Winfery. I
do not have anything against the
woman, but the success that she has
been given would have never
happened to a black man. I am a
living testimony that no matter how
diligent a black man works to
succeed in this country, it will never

be diligent enough.
I learned that just in Illinois

alone black men are only six percent
of the population, but make up 60
percent of the prison inmates. In the
bible the book of Genesis Chapter
3, Verse 4, “God said all man kind
would have to work hard all the days
of our, life, because Adam allowed
Eve to eat from the Garden of
Eden.” I am quite confused, because
from where I stand it seems like God
was only referring to black men.

Many people in this country
criticize the ethics of the President
of the United States.  Every
American needs to cross-examine
their morals and compassion when
it comes to the African-American
male.

Daley from page 14
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Full Tune-Up
Service

6cyl.
$179.00

4 cyl.
$159.00

  8cyl.

 $199.00

Includes plugs, wires, fuel filter, air
filter, P.C.V. valve cap, rotor, oil

change and filter.

MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear
Brakes Service

Includes installation of front
pads, inspect inspect rotors,

wheelbearing, calipers,
hydraulic system and road test.

Pads and shoes extra.
MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

$59.99

Front or Rear

MufflersStruts Converter

$19.99

$199.00
$119.99

Inspect exhaust
system for leaks.

Labor Extra.
MOST CARS &

LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

Installed
INSTALLED

INTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTAAAAATETETETETE
Muffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & Autututututomotivomotivomotivomotivomotive Re Re Re Re Repairepairepairepairepair

22222158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

ChicagoChicagoChicagoChicagoChicago
773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0122122122122122

4 Locations to Serve You!
Ogden & Western 312-733-5333

Diagnostic
Testing

$39.99 $39.99

Radiator
Flush

OIL CHANGE,
FILTER, TOP OF
THE FLUIDS &
ENGINE FLUSH

$39.99

Advertise your apartment, job, or announcement with the North Lawndale Community
News Classified Ads are only $10.00  Limited time only Call 312/492-9090


